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3:36–4:17

  Luke-Acts | 11

  the son of She lah, the son of Ca i nan,
  the son of Ar phax ad, the son of Shem,
  the son of Noah, the son of La mech,
  the son of Me thu se lah, the son of Enoch,
  the son of Ja red, the son of Ma ha la lel,
  the son of Ke nan, the son of Enosh,
  the son of Seth, the son of Adam,
  the son of God.

Jesus, full of the Holy Spir it, left the Jor dan and was led by the Spir it 
into the wil der ness, where for for ty days he was tempt ed by the dev il. He ate 
noth ing dur ing  those days, and at the end of them he was hun gry.

The dev il said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell this  stone to be-
come bread.”

Jesus an swered, “It is writ ten: ‘Man shall not live on  bread alone.’ ”
The dev il led him up to a high  place and  showed him in an in stant all 

the king doms of the  world. And he said to him, “I will give you all  their au-
thor i ty and splen dor; it has been giv en to me, and I can give it to any one I 
want to. If you wor ship me, it will all be yours.”

Jesus an swered, “It is writ ten: ‘Wor ship the Lord your God and  serve 
him only.’ ”

The dev il led him to Je ru sa lem and had him  stand on the high est  point 
of the tem ple. “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw your self down 
from here. For it is writ ten:

  “ ‘He will command his angels concerning you
  to guard you carefully;
  they will lift you up in their hands,
  so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’ ”

Jesus an swered, “It is said: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’ ”
When the dev il had fin ished all this tempt ing, he left him un til an op-

por tune time.
3
3
3

J esus re turned to Gal i lee in the pow er of the Spir it, and news  about him 
 spread  through the  whole coun try side. He was teach ing in  their syn a-

gogues, and ev ery one  praised him.
He went to Naz a reth,  where he had been  brought up, and on the Sab-

bath day he went into the syn a gogue, as was his cus tom. He  stood up to 
read, and the  scroll of the proph et Isa iah was hand ed to him. Un roll ing it, 
he  found the  place  where it is writ ten:
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  “The Spirit of the Lord is on me,
  because he has anointed me
  to proclaim good news to the poor.
  He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners
  and recovery of sight for the blind,
  to set the oppressed free,
  to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

Then he  rolled up the  scroll, gave it back to the at ten dant and sat down. 
The eyes of ev ery one in the syn a gogue were fas tened on him. He be gan by 
say ing to them, “To day this scrip ture is ful filled in your hear ing.”

All  spoke well of him and were  amazed at the gra cious  words that came 
from his lips. “Isn’t this Jo seph’s son?” they asked.

Jesus said to them, “Sure ly you will  quote this prov erb to me: ‘Phy si-
cian, heal your self !’ And you will tell me, ‘Do here in your home town what 
we have  heard that you did in Ca per na um.’ ”

“Tru ly I tell you,” he con tin ued, “no proph et is ac cept ed in his home-
town. I as sure you that  there were many wid ows in Is ra el in Eli jah’s time, 
when the sky was shut for  three and a half  years and  there was a se vere 
fam ine through out the land. Yet Eli jah was not sent to any of them, but to 
a wid ow in Zar e phath in the re gion of Si don. And  there were many in Is-
ra el with lep ro sy in the time of Eli sha the proph et, yet not one of them was 
 cleansed —  only Na a man the Syr i an.”

All the peo ple in the syn a gogue were fu ri ous when they  heard this. 
They got up,  drove him out of the town, and took him to the brow of the 
hill on  which the town was  built, in or der to  throw him off the  cliff. But he 
 walked  right  through the  crowd and went on his way.
1
Then he went down to Ca per na um, a town in Gal i lee, and on the Sab bath 
he  taught the peo ple. They were  amazed at his teach ing, be cause his  words 
had au thor i ty.

In the syn a gogue  there was a man pos sessed by a de mon, an im pure 
spir it. He  cried out at the top of his  voice, “Go away! What do you want with 
us,  Jesus of Naz a reth? Have you come to de stroy us? I know who you are —  
the Holy One of God!”

“Be qui et!”  Jesus said stern ly. “Come out of him!” Then the de mon 
 threw the man down be fore them all and came out with out in jur ing him.

All the peo ple were  amazed and said to each oth er, “What  words  these 
are! With au thor i ty and pow er he  gives or ders to im pure spir its and they 
come out!” And the news  about him  spread through out the sur round ing 
area.
1
Jesus left the syn a gogue and went to the home of Si mon. Now Si mon’s 
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moth er-in-law was suf fer ing from a high fe ver, and they  asked  Jesus to help 
her. So he bent over her and re buked the fe ver, and it left her. She got up at 
once and be gan to wait on them.

At sun set, the peo ple  brought to  Jesus all who had var i ous  kinds of sick-
ness, and lay ing his  hands on each one, he  healed them. More over, de mons 
came out of many peo ple, shout ing, “You are the Son of God!” But he re-
buked them and  would not al low them to  speak, be cause they knew he was 
the Mes si ah.

At day break,  Jesus went out to a sol i tary  place. The peo ple were look ing 
for him and when they came to  where he was, they  tried to keep him from 
leav ing them. But he said, “I must pro claim the good news of the king dom 
of God to the oth er  towns also, be cause that is why I was sent.” And he kept 
on preach ing in the syn a gogues of Ju dea.
1
One day as  Jesus was stand ing by the Lake of Gen nes a ret, the peo ple were 
crowd ing  around him and lis ten ing to the word of God. He saw at the wa-
ter’s edge two  boats, left  there by the fish er men, who were wash ing  their 
nets. He got into one of the  boats, the one be long ing to Si mon, and  asked 
him to put out a lit tle from  shore. Then he sat down and  taught the peo ple 
from the boat.

When he had fin ished speak ing, he said to Si mon, “Put out into deep 
wa ter, and let down the nets for a catch.”

Si mon an swered, “Mas ter,  we’ve  worked hard all  night and  haven’t 
 caught any thing. But be cause you say so, I will let down the nets.”

When they had done so, they  caught such a  large num ber of fish that 
 their nets be gan to  break. So they sig naled  their part ners in the oth er boat 
to come and help them, and they came and  filled both  boats so full that 
they be gan to sink.

When Si mon Pe ter saw this, he fell at  Jesus’  knees and said, “Go away 
from me, Lord; I am a sin ful man!” For he and all his com pan ions were as-
ton ished at the  catch of fish they had tak en, and so were  James and John, 
the sons of Zeb e dee, Si mon’s part ners.

Then  Jesus said to Si mon, “Don’t be  afraid; from now on you will fish 
for peo ple.” So they  pulled  their  boats up on  shore, left ev ery thing and fol-
lowed him.
1
While  Jesus was in one of the  towns, a man came  along who was cov ered 
with lep ro sy. When he saw  Jesus, he fell with his face to the  ground and 
 begged him, “Lord, if you are will ing, you can make me clean.”

Jesus  reached out his hand and  touched the man. “I am will ing,” he 
said. “Be  clean!” And im me di ate ly the lep ro sy left him.

Then  Jesus or dered him, “Don’t tell any one, but go, show your self to the 
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 priest and of fer the sac ri fic es that Mo ses com mand ed for your cleans ing, 
as a tes ti mo ny to them.”

Yet the news  about him  spread all the more, so that  crowds of peo ple 
came to hear him and to be  healed of  their sick ness es. But  Jesus of ten with-
drew to lone ly plac es and prayed.
1
One day  Jesus was teach ing, and Phar i sees and teach ers of the law were sit-
ting  there. They had come from ev ery vil lage of Gal i lee and from Ju dea and 
Je ru sa lem. And the pow er of the Lord was with  Jesus to heal the sick. Some 
men came car ry ing a par a lyzed man on a mat and  tried to take him into 
the  house to lay him be fore  Jesus. When they  could not find a way to do this 
be cause of the  crowd, they went up on the roof and low ered him on his mat 
 through the  tiles into the mid dle of the  crowd,  right in  front of  Jesus.

When  Jesus saw  their  faith, he said, “Friend, your sins are for giv en.”
The Phar i sees and the teach ers of the law be gan think ing to them-

selves, “Who is this fel low who  speaks blas phe my? Who can for give sins 
but God alone?”

Jesus knew what they were think ing and  asked, “Why are you think ing 
 these  things in your  hearts? Which is eas i er: to say, ‘Your sins are for giv en,’ 
or to say, ‘Get up and walk’? But I want you to know that the Son of Man has 
au thor i ty on  earth to for give sins.” So he said to the par a lyzed man, “I tell 
you, get up, take your mat and go home.” Im me di ate ly he  stood up in  front 
of them, took what he had been ly ing on and went home prais ing God. Ev-
ery one was  amazed and gave  praise to God. They were  filled with awe and 
said, “We have seen re mark able  things to day.”
1
Af ter this,  Jesus went out and saw a tax col lec tor by the name of Levi sit ting 
at his tax  booth. “Fol low me,”  Jesus said to him, and Levi got up, left ev ery-
thing and fol lowed him.

Then Levi held a  great ban quet for  Jesus at his  house, and a  large  crowd 
of tax col lec tors and oth ers were eat ing with them. But the Phar i sees and 
the teach ers of the law who be longed to  their sect com plained to his dis ci-
ples, “Why do you eat and  drink with tax col lec tors and sin ners?”

Jesus an swered them, “It is not the  healthy who need a doc tor, but the 
sick. I have not come to call the righ teous, but sin ners to re pen tance.”

They said to him, “John’s dis ci ples of ten fast and pray, and so do the 
dis ci ples of the Phar i sees, but  yours go on eat ing and drink ing.”

Jesus an swered, “Can you make the  friends of the bride groom fast 
 while he is with them? But the time will come when the bride groom will be 
tak en from them; in  those days they will fast.”

He told them this par a ble: “No one  tears a  piece out of a new gar ment to 
 patch an old one. Other wise, they will have torn the new gar ment, and the 
 patch from the new will not  match the old. And no one pours new wine into 
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old wine skins. Other wise, the new wine will  burst the  skins; the wine will 
run out and the wine skins will be ru ined. No, new wine must be  poured 
into new wine skins. And no one af ter drink ing old wine  wants the new, for 
they say, ‘The old is bet ter.’ ”
1
One Sab bath  Jesus was go ing  through the grain fields, and his dis ci ples be-
gan to pick some  heads of  grain, rub them in  their  hands and eat the ker-
nels. Some of the Phar i sees  asked, “Why are you do ing what is un law ful on 
the Sab bath?”

Jesus an swered them, “Have you nev er read what Da vid did when he 
and his com pan ions were hun gry? He en tered the  house of God, and tak ing 
the con se crat ed  bread, he ate what is law ful only for  priests to eat. And he 
also gave some to his com pan ions.” Then  Jesus said to them, “The Son of 
Man is Lord of the Sab bath.”

On an oth er Sab bath he went into the syn a gogue and was teach ing, 
and a man was  there  whose  right hand was shriv eled. The Phar i sees and 
the teach ers of the law were look ing for a rea son to ac cuse  Jesus, so they 
 watched him close ly to see if he  would heal on the Sab bath. But  Jesus knew 
what they were think ing and said to the man with the shriv eled hand, “Get 
up and  stand in  front of ev ery one.” So he got up and  stood there.

Then  Jesus said to them, “I ask you,  which is law ful on the Sab bath: to 
do good or to do evil, to save life or to de stroy it?”

He  looked  around at them all, and then said to the man, “Stretch out 
your hand.” He did so, and his hand was com plete ly re stored. But the Phar i-
sees and the teach ers of the law were fu ri ous and be gan to dis cuss with one 
an oth er what they  might do to  Jesus.
1
One of  those days  Jesus went out to a moun tain side to pray, and  spent the 
 night pray ing to God. When morn ing came, he  called his dis ci ples to him 
and  chose  twelve of them, whom he also des ig nat ed apos tles: Si mon (whom 
he  named Pe ter), his broth er An drew,  James, John, Phil ip, Bar thol o mew, 
Mat thew, Thom as,  James son of Al phae us, Si mon who was  called the Zeal-
ot, Ju das son of  James, and Ju das Is car i ot, who be came a trai tor.

He went down with them and  stood on a lev el  place. A  large  crowd of 
his dis ci ples was  there and a  great num ber of peo ple from all over Ju dea, 
from Je ru sa lem, and from the coast al re gion  around Tyre and Si don, who 
had come to hear him and to be  healed of  their dis eas es.  Those trou bled by 
im pure spir its were  cured, and the peo ple all  tried to  touch him, be cause 
pow er was com ing from him and heal ing them all.

Look ing at his dis ci ples, he said:

  “Blessed are you who are poor,
  for yours is the kingdom of God.
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  Blessed are you who hunger now,
  for you will be satisfied.
  Blessed are you who weep now,
  for you will laugh.
  Blessed are you when people hate you,
  when they exclude you and insult you
  and reject your name as evil,
  because of the Son of Man.

“Re joice in that day and leap for joy, be cause  great is your re ward in 
heav en. For that is how  their an ces tors treat ed the proph ets.

  “But woe to you who are rich,
  for you have already received your comfort.
  Woe to you who are well fed now,
  for you will go hungry.
  Woe to you who laugh now,
  for you will mourn and weep.
  Woe to you when everyone speaks well of you,
  for that is how their ancestors treated the false prophets.

“But to you who are lis ten ing I say: Love your en e mies, do good to  those 
who hate you, bless  those who  curse you, pray for  those who mis treat you. 
If some one  slaps you on one  cheek, turn to them the oth er also. If some one 
 takes your coat, do not with hold your  shirt from them. Give to ev ery one 
who asks you, and if any one  takes what be longs to you, do not de mand it 
back. Do to oth ers as you  would have them do to you.

“If you love  those who love you, what cred it is that to you? Even sin ners 
love  those who love them. And if you do good to  those who are good to you, 
what cred it is that to you? Even sin ners do that. And if you lend to  those 
from whom you ex pect re pay ment, what cred it is that to you? Even sin ners 
lend to sin ners, ex pect ing to be re paid in full. But love your en e mies, do 
good to them, and lend to them with out ex pect ing to get any thing back. 
Then your re ward will be  great, and you will be chil dren of the Most High, 
be cause he is kind to the un grate ful and wick ed. Be mer ci ful, just as your 
Fa ther is mer ci ful.

“Do not  judge, and you will not be  judged. Do not con demn, and you 
will not be con demned. For give, and you will be for giv en. Give, and it will 
be giv en to you. A good mea sure,  pressed down, shak en to geth er and run-
ning over, will be  poured into your lap. For with the mea sure you use, it will 
be mea sured to you.”

He also told them this par a ble: “Can the  blind lead the  blind? Will they 

!"#$%&'()*%$+,$+%-./011222"5!"#$%&'()*%$+,$+%-./011222"5 34""4-!""222563-6!728934""4-!""222563-6!7289



6:40–7:11

  Luke-Acts | 17

not both fall into a pit? The stu dent is not  above the teach er, but every one 
who is ful ly  trained will be like  their teach er.

“Why do you look at the  speck of saw dust in your broth er’s eye and pay 
no at ten tion to the  plank in your own eye? How can you say to your broth-
er, ‘Broth er, let me take the  speck out of your eye,’ when you your self fail 
to see the  plank in your own eye? You hyp o crite,  first take the  plank out 
of your eye, and then you will see clear ly to re move the  speck from your 
broth er’s eye.

“No good tree  bears bad  fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good  fruit. Each 
tree is rec og nized by its own  fruit. Peo ple do not pick figs from thorn bush-
es, or  grapes from bri ers. A good man  brings good  things out of the good 
 stored up in his  heart, and an evil man  brings evil  things out of the evil 
 stored up in his  heart. For the  mouth speaks what the  heart is full of.

“Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say? As for 
every one who comes to me and hears my  words and puts them into prac-
tice, I will show you what they are like. They are like a man build ing a  house, 
who dug down deep and laid the foun da tion on rock. When a  flood came, 
the tor rent  struck that  house but  could not  shake it, be cause it was well 
 built. But the one who hears my  words and does not put them into prac tice 
is like a man who  built a  house on the  ground with out a foun da tion. The 
mo ment the tor rent  struck that  house, it col lapsed and its de struc tion was 
com plete.”
1
When  Jesus had fin ished say ing all this to the peo ple who were lis ten ing, 
he en tered Ca per na um. There a cen tu ri on’s ser vant, whom his mas ter val-
ued high ly, was sick and  about to die. The cen tu ri on  heard of  Jesus and sent 
some el ders of the Jews to him, ask ing him to come and heal his ser vant. 
When they came to  Jesus, they plead ed ear nest ly with him, “This man de-
serves to have you do this, be cause he  loves our na tion and has  built our 
syn a gogue.” So  Jesus went with them.

He was not far from the  house when the cen tu ri on sent  friends to say 
to him: “Lord,  don’t trou ble your self, for I do not de serve to have you come 
un der my roof. That is why I did not even con sid er my self wor thy to come 
to you. But say the word, and my ser vant will be  healed. For I my self am a 
man un der au thor i ty, with sol diers un der me. I tell this one, ‘Go,’ and he 
goes; and that one, ‘Come,’ and he  comes. I say to my ser vant, ‘Do this,’ and 
he does it.”

When  Jesus  heard this, he was  amazed at him, and turn ing to the 
 crowd fol low ing him, he said, “I tell you, I have not  found such  great  faith 
even in Is ra el.” Then the men who had been sent re turned to the  house and 
 found the ser vant well.
1
Soon af ter ward,  Jesus went to a town  called Nain, and his dis ci ples and a 
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 large  crowd went  along with him. As he ap proached the town gate, a dead 
per son was be ing car ried out —  the only son of his moth er, and she was a 
wid ow. And a  large  crowd from the town was with her. When the Lord saw 
her, his  heart went out to her and he said, “Don’t cry.”

Then he went up and  touched the bier they were car ry ing him on, and 
the bear ers  stood  still. He said, “Young man, I say to you, get up!” The dead 
man sat up and be gan to talk, and  Jesus gave him back to his moth er.

They were all  filled with awe and  praised God. “A  great proph et has ap-
peared  among us,” they said. “God has come to help his peo ple.” This news 
 about  Jesus  spread through out Ju dea and the sur round ing coun try.
1
John’s dis ci ples told him  about all  these  things. Call ing two of them, he 
sent them to the Lord to ask, “Are you the one who is to come, or  should we 
ex pect some one else?”

When the men came to  Jesus, they said, “John the Bap tist sent us to 
you to ask, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or  should we ex pect some one 
else?’ ”

At that very time  Jesus  cured many who had dis eas es, sick ness es and 
evil spir its, and gave  sight to many who were  blind. So he re plied to the mes-
sen gers, “Go back and re port to John what you have seen and  heard: The 
 blind re ceive  sight, the lame walk,  those who have lep ro sy are  cleansed, the 
deaf hear, the dead are  raised, and the good news is pro claimed to the poor. 
Blessed is any one who does not stum ble on ac count of me.”

Af ter  John’s mes sen gers left,  Jesus be gan to  speak to the  crowd  about 
John: “What did you go out into the wil der ness to see? A reed  swayed by 
the wind? If not, what did you go out to see? A man  dressed in fine  clothes? 
No,  those who wear ex pen sive  clothes and in dulge in lux u ry are in pal ac es. 
But what did you go out to see? A proph et? Yes, I tell you, and more than a 
proph et. This is the one  about whom it is writ ten:

  “ ‘I will send my messenger ahead of you,
  who will prepare your way before you.’

I tell you,  among  those born of wom en  there is no one great er than John; yet 
the one who is  least in the king dom of God is great er than he.”

(All the peo ple, even the tax col lec tors, when they  heard  Jesus’  words, 
ac knowl edged that  God’s way was  right, be cause they had been bap tized by 
John. But the Phar i sees and the ex perts in the law re ject ed  God’s pur pose 
for them selves, be cause they had not been bap tized by John.)

Jesus went on to say, “To what, then, can I com pare the peo ple of this 
gen er a tion? What are they like? They are like chil dren sit ting in the mar-
ket place and call ing out to each oth er:
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  “ ‘We played the pipe for you,
  and you did not dance;
  we sang a dirge,
  and you did not cry.’

For John the Bap tist came nei ther eat ing  bread nor drink ing wine, and you 
say, ‘He has a de mon.’ The Son of Man came eat ing and drink ing, and you 
say, ‘Here is a glut ton and a drunk ard, a  friend of tax col lec tors and sin ners.’ 
But wis dom is  proved  right by all her chil dren.”
1
When one of the Phar i sees in vit ed  Jesus to have din ner with him, he went 
to the Phar i see’s  house and re clined at the ta ble. A wom an in that town who 
 lived a sin ful life  learned that  Jesus was eat ing at the Phar i see’s  house, so 
she came  there with an al a bas ter jar of per fume. As she  stood be hind him 
at his feet weep ing, she be gan to wet his feet with her  tears. Then she  wiped 
them with her hair,  kissed them and  poured per fume on them.

When the Phar i see who had in vit ed him saw this, he said to him self, 
“If this man were a proph et, he  would know who is touch ing him and what 
kind of wom an she is —  that she is a sin ner.”

Jesus an swered him, “Si mon, I have some thing to tell you.”
“Tell me, teach er,” he said.
“Two peo ple owed mon ey to a cer tain mon ey lend er. One owed him 

five hun dred de nar ii, and the oth er fif ty. Nei ther of them had the mon ey to 
pay him back, so he for gave the  debts of both. Now  which of them will love 
him more?”

Si mon re plied, “I sup pose the one who had the big ger debt for giv en.”
“You have  judged cor rect ly,”  Jesus said.
Then he  turned to ward the wom an and said to Si mon, “Do you see this 

wom an? I came into your  house. You did not give me any wa ter for my feet, 
but she wet my feet with her  tears and  wiped them with her hair. You did 
not give me a kiss, but this wom an, from the time I en tered, has not  stopped 
kiss ing my feet. You did not put oil on my head, but she has  poured per fume 
on my feet. There fore, I tell you, her many sins have been for giv en —  as her 
 great love has  shown. But who ev er has been for giv en lit tle  loves lit tle.”

Then  Jesus said to her, “Your sins are for giv en.”
The oth er  guests be gan to say  among them selves, “Who is this who 

even for gives sins?”
Jesus said to the wom an, “Your  faith has  saved you; go in peace.”

2
2
Af ter this,  Jesus trav eled  about from one town and vil lage to an oth er, pro-
claim ing the good news of the king dom of God. The  Twelve were with him, 
and also some wom en who had been  cured of evil spir its and dis eas es: Mary 
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(called Mag da lene) from whom sev en de mons had come out; Jo an na the 
wife of Chu za, the man ag er of Her od’s house hold; Su san na; and many oth-
ers.  These wom en were help ing to sup port them out of  their own means.
1
While a  large  crowd was gath er ing and peo ple were com ing to  Jesus from 
town af ter town, he told this par a ble: “A farm er went out to sow his seed. 
As he was scat ter ing the seed, some fell  along the path; it was tram pled on, 
and the  birds ate it up. Some fell on  rocky ground, and when it came up, 
the  plants with ered be cause they had no mois ture. Oth er seed fell  among 
 thorns,  which grew up with it and  choked the  plants. Still oth er seed fell on 
good soil. It came up and yield ed a crop, a hun dred  times more than was 
sown.”

When he said this, he  called out, “Who ev er has ears to hear, let them 
hear.”

His dis ci ples  asked him what this par a ble  meant. He said, “The knowl-
edge of the se crets of the king dom of God has been giv en to you, but to oth-
ers I  speak in par a bles, so that,

  “ ‘though seeing, they may not see;
  though hearing, they may not understand.’

“This is the mean ing of the par a ble: The seed is the word of God. Those 
 along the path are the ones who hear, and then the dev il  comes and  takes 
away the word from  their  hearts, so that they may not be lieve and be  saved. 
Those on the  rocky ground are the ones who re ceive the word with joy when 
they hear it, but they have no root. They be lieve for a  while, but in the time 
of test ing they fall away. The seed that fell  among  thorns  stands for  those 
who hear, but as they go on  their way they are  choked by  life’s wor ries, rich-
es and plea sures, and they do not ma ture. But the seed on good soil  stands 
for  those with a no ble and good  heart, who hear the word, re tain it, and by 
per se ver ing pro duce a crop.

“No one  lights a lamp and  hides it in a clay jar or puts it un der a bed. In-
stead, they put it on a  stand, so that  those who come in can see the  light. For 
 there is noth ing hid den that will not be dis closed, and noth ing con cealed 
that will not be  known or  brought out into the open. There fore con sid er 
care ful ly how you lis ten. Who ever has will be giv en more; who ever does not 
have, even what they  think they have will be tak en from them.”
1
Now  Jesus’ moth er and broth ers came to see him, but they were not able to 
get near him be cause of the  crowd. Some one told him, “Your moth er and 
broth ers are stand ing out side, want ing to see you.”

He re plied, “My moth er and broth ers are  those who hear  God’s word 
and put it into prac tice.”
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1
One day  Jesus said to his dis ci ples, “Let us go over to the oth er side of the 
lake.” So they got into a boat and set out. As they  sailed, he fell  asleep. A 
 squall came down on the lake, so that the boat was be ing  swamped, and 
they were in  great dan ger.

The dis ci ples went and woke him, say ing, “Mas ter, Mas ter,  we’re go ing 
to drown!”

He got up and re buked the wind and the rag ing wa ters; the  storm sub-
sid ed, and all was calm. “Where is your  faith?” he  asked his dis ci ples.

In fear and amaze ment they  asked one an oth er, “Who is this? He com-
mands even the  winds and the wa ter, and they obey him.”
1
They  sailed to the re gion of the Ger a senes,  which is  across the lake from 
Gal i lee. When  Jesus  stepped  ashore, he was met by a de mon-pos sessed 
man from the town. For a long time this man had not worn  clothes or  lived 
in a  house, but had  lived in the  tombs. When he saw  Jesus, he  cried out and 
fell at his feet, shout ing at the top of his  voice, “What do you want with me, 
 Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you,  don’t tor ture me!” For  Jesus 
had com mand ed the im pure spir it to come out of the man. Many  times it 
had  seized him, and  though he was  chained hand and foot and kept un der 
 guard, he had bro ken his  chains and had been driv en by the de mon into 
sol i tary plac es.

Jesus  asked him, “What is your name?”
“Le gion,” he re plied, be cause many de mons had gone into him. And 

they  begged  Jesus re peat ed ly not to or der them to go into the Abyss.
A  large herd of pigs was feed ing  there on the hill side. The de mons 

 begged  Jesus to let them go into the pigs, and he gave them per mis sion. 
When the de mons came out of the man, they went into the pigs, and the 
herd  rushed down the  steep bank into the lake and was drowned.

When  those tend ing the pigs saw what had hap pened, they ran off and 
re port ed this in the town and coun try side, and the peo ple went out to see 
what had hap pened. When they came to  Jesus, they  found the man from 
whom the de mons had gone out, sit ting at  Jesus’ feet,  dressed and in his 
 right mind; and they were  afraid. Those who had seen it told the peo ple 
how the de mon-pos sessed man had been  cured. Then all the peo ple of the 
re gion of the Ger a senes  asked  Jesus to  leave them, be cause they were over-
come with fear. So he got into the boat and left.

The man from whom the de mons had gone out  begged to go with him, 
but  Jesus sent him away, say ing, “Re turn home and tell how much God has 
done for you.” So the man went away and told all over town how much  Jesus 
had done for him.
1
Now when  Jesus re turned, a  crowd wel comed him, for they were all ex pect-
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ing him. Then a man  named Ja i rus, a syn a gogue lead er, came and fell at 
 Jesus’ feet, plead ing with him to come to his  house be cause his only daugh-
ter, a girl of  about  twelve, was dy ing.

As  Jesus was on his way, the  crowds al most  crushed him. And a wom-
an was  there who had been sub ject to bleed ing for  twelve  years, but no one 
 could heal her. She came up be hind him and  touched the edge of his  cloak, 
and im me di ate ly her bleed ing stopped.

“Who  touched me?”  Jesus asked.
When they all de nied it, Pe ter said, “Mas ter, the peo ple are crowd ing 

and press ing  against you.”
But  Jesus said, “Some one  touched me; I know that pow er has gone out 

from me.”
Then the wom an, see ing that she  could not go un no ticed, came trem-

bling and fell at his feet. In the pres ence of all the peo ple, she told why she 
had  touched him and how she had been in stant ly  healed. Then he said to 
her, “Daugh ter, your  faith has  healed you. Go in peace.”

While  Jesus was  still speak ing, some one came from the  house of Ja i rus, 
the syn a gogue lead er. “Your daugh ter is dead,” he said. “Don’t both er the 
teach er any more.”

Hear ing this,  Jesus said to Ja i rus, “Don’t be  afraid; just be lieve, and she 
will be healed.”

When he ar rived at the  house of Ja i rus, he did not let any one go in with 
him ex cept Pe ter, John and  James, and the  child’s fa ther and moth er. Mean-
while, all the peo ple were wail ing and mourn ing for her. “Stop wail ing,” 
 Jesus said. “She is not dead but asleep.”

They  laughed at him, know ing that she was dead. But he took her by the 
hand and said, “My  child, get up!” Her spir it re turned, and at once she  stood 
up. Then  Jesus told them to give her some thing to eat. Her par ents were as-
ton ished, but he or dered them not to tell any one what had hap pened.
1
When  Jesus had  called the  Twelve to geth er, he gave them pow er and au-
thor i ty to  drive out all de mons and to cure dis eas es, and he sent them out 
to pro claim the king dom of God and to heal the sick. He told them: “Take 
noth ing for the jour ney —  no  staff, no bag, no  bread, no mon ey, no ex tra 
 shirt. What ev er  house you en ter, stay  there un til you  leave that town. If peo-
ple do not wel come you,  leave  their town and  shake the dust off your feet as 
a tes ti mo ny  against them.” So they set out and went from vil lage to vil lage, 
pro claim ing the good news and heal ing peo ple ev ery where.

Now Her od the te trarch  heard  about all that was go ing on. And he was 
per plexed be cause some were say ing that John had been  raised from the 
dead, oth ers that Eli jah had ap peared, and  still oth ers that one of the proph-
ets of long ago had come back to life. But Her od said, “I be head ed John. 
Who, then, is this I hear such  things  about?” And he  tried to see him.
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1
When the apos tles re turned, they re port ed to  Jesus what they had done. 
Then he took them with him and they with drew by them selves to a town 
 called Beth sa i da, but the  crowds  learned  about it and fol lowed him. He 
wel comed them and  spoke to them  about the king dom of God, and  healed 
 those who need ed heal ing.

Late in the af ter noon the  Twelve came to him and said, “Send the  crowd 
away so they can go to the sur round ing vil lag es and coun try side and find 
food and lodg ing, be cause we are in a re mote  place here.”

He re plied, “You give them some thing to eat.”
They an swered, “We have only five  loaves of  bread and two fish —  un-

less we go and buy food for all this  crowd.” (About five thou sand men were 
there.)

But he said to his dis ci ples, “Have them sit down in  groups of  about fif ty 
each.” The dis ci ples did so, and ev ery one sat down. Tak ing the five  loaves 
and the two fish and look ing up to heav en, he gave  thanks and  broke them. 
Then he gave them to the dis ci ples to dis trib ute to the peo ple. They all ate 
and were sat is fied, and the dis ci ples  picked up  twelve bas ket fuls of bro ken 
piec es that were left over.
1
Once when  Jesus was pray ing in pri vate and his dis ci ples were with him, he 
 asked them, “Who do the  crowds say I am?”

They re plied, “Some say John the Bap tist; oth ers say Eli jah; and  still 
oth ers, that one of the proph ets of long ago has come back to life.”

“But what  about you?” he  asked. “Who do you say I am?”
Pe ter an swered, “God’s Mes si ah.”
Jesus strict ly  warned them not to tell this to any one. And he said, “The 

Son of Man must suf fer many  things and be re ject ed by the el ders, the  chief 
 priests and the teach ers of the law, and he must be  killed and on the  third 
day be  raised to life.”

Then he said to them all: “Who ev er  wants to be my dis ci ple must deny 
them selves and take up  their  cross dai ly and fol low me. For who ev er  wants 
to save  their life will lose it, but who ev er los es  their life for me will save it. 
What good is it for some one to gain the  whole  world, and yet lose or for feit 
their very self ? Who ever is  ashamed of me and my  words, the Son of Man 
will be  ashamed of them when he  comes in his glo ry and in the glo ry of the 
Fa ther and of the holy an gels.

“Tru ly I tell you, some who are stand ing here will not  taste  death be fore 
they see the king dom of God.”
1
About  eight days af ter  Jesus said this, he took Pe ter, John and  James with 
him and went up onto a moun tain to pray. As he was pray ing, the ap pear-
ance of his face  changed, and his  clothes be came as  bright as a  flash of 
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light ning. Two men, Mo ses and Eli jah, ap peared in glo ri ous splen dor, talk-
ing with  Jesus. They  spoke  about his de par ture,  which he was  about to  bring 
to ful fill ment at Je ru sa lem. Pe ter and his com pan ions were very  sleepy, but 
when they be came ful ly  awake, they saw his glo ry and the two men stand-
ing with him. As the men were leav ing  Jesus, Pe ter said to him, “Mas ter, it 
is good for us to be here. Let us put up  three shel ters —  one for you, one for 
Mo ses and one for Eli jah.” (He did not know what he was say ing.)

While he was speak ing, a  cloud ap peared and cov ered them, and they 
were  afraid as they en tered the  cloud. A  voice came from the  cloud, say ing, 
“This is my Son, whom I have cho sen; lis ten to him.” When the  voice had 
spo ken, they  found that  Jesus was  alone. The dis ci ples kept this to them-
selves and did not tell any one at that time what they had seen.
1
The next day, when they came down from the moun tain, a  large  crowd 
met him. A man in the  crowd  called out, “Teach er, I beg you to look at my 
son, for he is my only  child. A spir it seiz es him and he sud den ly  screams; it 
 throws him into con vul sions so that he  foams at the  mouth. It scarce ly ever 
 leaves him and is de stroy ing him. I  begged your dis ci ples to  drive it out, but 
they  could not.”

“You un be liev ing and per verse gen er a tion,”  Jesus re plied, “how long 
 shall I stay with you and put up with you?  Bring your son here.”

Even  while the boy was com ing, the de mon  threw him to the  ground in 
a con vul sion. But  Jesus re buked the im pure spir it,  healed the boy and gave 
him back to his fa ther. And they were all  amazed at the great ness of God.
1
While ev ery one was mar vel ing at all that  Jesus did, he said to his dis ci ples, 
“Lis ten care ful ly to what I am  about to tell you: The Son of Man is go ing to 
be de liv ered in to the  hands of men.” But they did not un der stand what this 
 meant. It was hid den from them, so that they did not  grasp it, and they were 
 afraid to ask him  about it.

An ar gu ment start ed  among the dis ci ples as to  which of them  would 
be the great est. Jesus, know ing  their  thoughts, took a lit tle  child and had 
him  stand be side him. Then he said to them, “Who ev er wel comes this lit-
tle  child in my name wel comes me; and who ev er wel comes me wel comes 
the one who sent me. For it is the one who is  least  among you all who is the 
great est.”

“Mas ter,” said John, “we saw some one driv ing out de mons in your 
name and we  tried to stop him, be cause he is not one of us.”

“Do not stop him,”  Jesus said, “for who ev er is not  against you is for 
you.”
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