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  Luke-Acts | 33

her for ward and said to her, “Wom an, you are set free from your in fir mi ty.” 
Then he put his  hands on her, and im me di ate ly she straight ened up and 
 praised God.

In dig nant be cause  Jesus had  healed on the Sab bath, the syn a gogue 
lead er said to the peo ple, “There are six days for work. So come and be 
 healed on  those days, not on the Sab bath.”

The Lord an swered him, “You hyp o crites!  Doesn’t each of you on the 
Sab bath un tie your ox or don key from the  stall and lead it out to give it wa-
ter? Then  should not this wom an, a daugh ter of Abra ham, whom Sa tan has 
kept  bound for eigh teen long  years, be set free on the Sab bath day from 
what  bound her?”

When he said this, all his op po nents were hu mil i at ed, but the peo ple 
were de light ed with all the won der ful  things he was do ing.
1
Then  Jesus  asked, “What is the king dom of God like? What  shall I com pare 
it to? It is like a mus tard seed,  which a man took and plant ed in his gar den. 
It grew and be came a tree, and the  birds  perched in its branch es.”

Again he  asked, “What  shall I com pare the king dom of God to? It is like 
 yeast that a wom an took and  mixed into  about six ty  pounds of  flour un til it 
 worked all  through the dough.”
2
2
Then  Jesus went  through the  towns and vil lag es, teach ing as he made his 
way to Je ru sa lem. Some one  asked him, “Lord, are only a few peo ple go ing 
to be saved?”

He said to them, “Make ev ery ef fort to en ter  through the nar row door, 
be cause many, I tell you, will try to en ter and will not be able to. Once the 
own er of the  house gets up and clos es the door, you will  stand out side 
knock ing and plead ing, ‘Sir, open the door for us.’

“But he will an swer, ‘I  don’t know you or  where you come from.’
“Then you will say, ‘We ate and  drank with you, and you  taught in our 

streets.’
“But he will re ply, ‘I  don’t know you or  where you come from. Away 

from me, all you evil do ers!’
“There will be weep ing  there, and gnash ing of  teeth, when you see 

Abra ham,  Isaac and Ja cob and all the proph ets in the king dom of God, but 
you your selves  thrown out. Peo ple will come from east and west and  north 
and  south, and will take  their plac es at the  feast in the king dom of God. 
In deed  there are  those who are last who will be  first, and  first who will be 
last.”
1
At that time some Phar i sees came to  Jesus and said to him, “Leave this 
 place and go some where else. Her od  wants to kill you.”

01NT_Lk-Ac_TBoTB_2.indd   3301NT_Lk-Ac_TBoTB_2.indd   33 5/11/2011   6:52:04 PM5/11/2011   6:52:04 PM



13:32–14:19

34 | Luke-Acts  

He re plied, “Go tell that fox, ‘I will keep on driv ing out de mons and 
heal ing peo ple to day and to mor row, and on the  third day I will  reach my 
goal.’ In any case, I must  press on to day and to mor row and the next day —  
for sure ly no proph et can die out side Je ru sa lem!

“Je ru sa lem, Je ru sa lem, you who kill the proph ets and  stone  those sent 
to you, how of ten I have  longed to gath er your chil dren to geth er, as a hen 
gath ers her  chicks un der her  wings, and you were not will ing. Look, your 
 house is left to you des o late. I tell you, you will not see me  again un til you 
say, ‘Blessed is he who  comes in the name of the Lord.’ ”
1
One Sab bath, when  Jesus went to eat in the  house of a prom i nent Phar i see, 
he was be ing care ful ly  watched. There in  front of him was a man suf fer ing 
from ab nor mal swell ing of his body. Jesus  asked the Phar i sees and ex perts 
in the law, “Is it law ful to heal on the Sab bath or not?” But they re mained 
si lent. So tak ing hold of the man, he  healed him and sent him on his way.

Then he  asked them, “If one of you has a  child or an ox that  falls into 
a well on the Sab bath day, will you not im me di ate ly pull it out?” And they 
had noth ing to say.

When he no ticed how the  guests  picked the plac es of hon or at the ta ble, 
he told them this par a ble: “When some one in vites you to a wed ding  feast, 
do not take the  place of hon or, for a per son more dis tin guished than you 
may have been in vit ed. If so, the host who in vit ed both of you will come and 
say to you, ‘Give this per son your seat.’ Then, hu mil i at ed, you will have to 
take the  least im por tant  place. But when you are in vit ed, take the low est 
 place, so that when your host  comes, he will say to you, ‘Friend, move up 
to a bet ter  place.’ Then you will be hon ored in the pres ence of all the oth er 
 guests. For all  those who ex alt them selves will be hum bled, and  those who 
hum ble them selves will be ex alt ed.”

Then  Jesus said to his host, “When you give a lun cheon or din ner, do 
not in vite your  friends, your broth ers or sis ters, your rel a tives, or your rich 
neigh bors; if you do, they may in vite you back and so you will be re paid. But 
when you give a ban quet, in vite the poor, the crip pled, the lame, the  blind, 
and you will be  blessed. Al though they can not re pay you, you will be re paid 
at the res ur rec tion of the righ teous.”

When one of  those at the ta ble with him  heard this, he said to  Jesus, 
“Blessed is the one who will eat at the  feast in the king dom of God.”

Jesus re plied: “A cer tain man was pre par ing a  great ban quet and in vit-
ed many  guests. At the time of the ban quet he sent his ser vant to tell  those 
who had been in vit ed, ‘Come, for ev ery thing is now ready.’

“But they all  alike be gan to make ex cus es. The  first said, ‘I have just 
 bought a  field, and I must go and see it.  Please ex cuse me.’

“An oth er said, ‘I have just  bought five yoke of oxen, and I’m on my way 
to try them out.  Please ex cuse me.’
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“Still an oth er said, ‘I just got mar ried, so I  can’t come.’
“The ser vant came back and re port ed this to his mas ter. Then the own-

er of the  house be came an gry and or dered his ser vant, ‘Go out quick ly into 
the  streets and al leys of the town and  bring in the poor, the crip pled, the 
 blind and the lame.’

“ ‘Sir,’ the ser vant said, ‘what you or dered has been done, but  there is 
 still room.’

“Then the mas ter told his ser vant, ‘Go out to the  roads and coun try 
 lanes and com pel them to come in, so that my  house will be full. I tell you, 
not one of  those who were in vit ed will get a  taste of my ban quet.’ ”
1
Large  crowds were trav el ing with  Jesus, and turn ing to them he said: “If 
any one  comes to me and does not hate fa ther and moth er, wife and chil-
dren, broth ers and sis ters —  yes, even their own life —  such a per son can-
not be my dis ci ple. And who ev er does not car ry  their  cross and fol low me 
can not be my dis ci ple.

“Sup pose one of you  wants to  build a tow er.  Won’t you  first sit down 
and es ti mate the cost to see if you have  enough mon ey to com plete it? For if 
you lay the foun da tion and are not able to fin ish it, ev ery one who sees it will 
rid i cule you, say ing, ‘This per son be gan to  build and  wasn’t able to fin ish.’

“Or sup pose a king is  about to go to war  against an oth er king.  Won’t he 
 first sit down and con sid er wheth er he is able with ten thou sand men to op-
pose the one com ing  against him with twen ty thou sand? If he is not able, he 
will send a del e ga tion  while the oth er is  still a long way off and will ask for 
 terms of  peace. In the same way,  those of you who do not give up ev ery thing 
you have can not be my dis ci ples.

“Salt is good, but if it los es its salt i ness, how can it be made  salty  again? 
It is fit nei ther for the soil nor for the ma nure pile; it is  thrown out.

“Who ev er has ears to hear, let them hear.”
1
Now the tax col lec tors and sin ners were all gath er ing  around to hear  Jesus. 
But the Phar i sees and the teach ers of the law mut tered, “This man wel-
comes sin ners and eats with them.”

Then  Jesus told them this par a ble: “Sup pose one of you has a hun dred 
 sheep and los es one of them.  Doesn’t he  leave the nine ty-nine in the open 
coun try and go af ter the lost  sheep un til he  finds it? And when he  finds it, 
he joy ful ly puts it on his shoul ders and goes home. Then he  calls his  friends 
and neigh bors to geth er and says, ‘Re joice with me; I have  found my lost 
 sheep.’ I tell you that in the same way  there will be more re joic ing in heav en 
over one sin ner who re pents than over nine ty-nine righ teous per sons who 
do not need to re pent.

“Or sup pose a wom an has ten sil ver  coins and los es one.  Doesn’t she 
 light a lamp,  sweep the  house and  search care ful ly un til she  finds it? And 
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when she  finds it, she  calls her  friends and neigh bors to geth er and says, 
‘Re joice with me; I have  found my lost coin.’ In the same way, I tell you, 
 there is re joic ing in the pres ence of the an gels of God over one sin ner who 
re pents.”

Jesus con tin ued: “There was a man who had two sons. The youn ger one 
said to his fa ther, ‘Fa ther, give me my  share of the es tate.’ So he di vid ed his 
prop er ty be tween them.

“Not long af ter that, the youn ger son got to geth er all he had, set off for 
a dis tant coun try and  there squan dered his  wealth in wild liv ing. Af ter he 
had  spent ev ery thing,  there was a se vere fam ine in that  whole coun try, and 
he be gan to be in need. So he went and  hired him self out to a cit i zen of that 
coun try, who sent him to his  fields to feed pigs. He  longed to fill his stom ach 
with the pods that the pigs were eat ing, but no one gave him any thing.

“When he came to his sens es, he said, ‘How many of my fa ther’s  hired 
ser vants have food to  spare, and here I am starv ing to  death! I will set out 
and go back to my fa ther and say to him: Fa ther, I have  sinned  against heav-
en and  against you. I am no lon ger wor thy to be  called your son; make me 
like one of your  hired ser vants.’ So he got up and went to his fa ther.

“But  while he was  still a long way off, his fa ther saw him and was  filled 
with com pas sion for him; he ran to his son,  threw his arms  around him and 
 kissed him.

“The son said to him, ‘Fa ther, I have  sinned  against heav en and  against 
you. I am no lon ger wor thy to be  called your son.’

“But the fa ther said to his ser vants, ‘Quick!  Bring the best robe and put 
it on him. Put a ring on his fin ger and san dals on his feet. Bring the fat tened 
calf and kill it.  Let’s have a  feast and cel e brate. For this son of mine was dead 
and is  alive  again; he was lost and is  found.’ So they be gan to cel e brate.

“Mean while, the old er son was in the  field. When he came near the 
 house, he  heard mu sic and danc ing. So he  called one of the ser vants and 
 asked him what was go ing on. ‘Your broth er has come,’ he re plied, ‘and 
your fa ther has  killed the fat tened calf be cause he has him back safe 
and sound.’

“The old er broth er be came an gry and re fused to go in. So his fa ther 
went out and plead ed with him. But he an swered his fa ther, ‘Look! All  these 
 years I’ve been slav ing for you and nev er dis obeyed your or ders. Yet you 
nev er gave me even a  young goat so I  could cel e brate with my  friends. But 
when this son of  yours who has squan dered your prop er ty with pros ti tutes 
 comes home, you kill the fat tened calf for him!’

“ ‘My son,’ the fa ther said, ‘you are al ways with me, and ev ery thing I 
have is  yours. But we had to cel e brate and be glad, be cause this broth er of 
 yours was dead and is  alive  again; he was lost and is found.’ ”
1
Jesus told his dis ci ples: “There was a rich man  whose man ag er was ac cused 
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of wast ing his pos ses sions. So he  called him in and  asked him, ‘What is this 
I hear  about you? Give an ac count of your man age ment, be cause you can-
not be man ag er any lon ger.’

“The man ag er said to him self, ‘What  shall I do now? My mas ter is tak-
ing away my job. I’m not  strong  enough to dig, and I’m  ashamed to beg — I 
know what I’ll do so that, when I lose my job here, peo ple will wel come me 
into  their hous es.’

“So he  called in each one of his mas ter’s debt ors. He  asked the  first, 
‘How much do you owe my mas ter?’

“ ‘Nine hun dred gal lons of ol ive oil,’ he re plied.
“The man ag er told him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quick ly, and make it 

four hun dred and fif ty.’
“Then he  asked the sec ond, ‘And how much do you owe?’
“ ‘A thou sand bush els of  wheat,’ he re plied.
“He told him, ‘Take your bill and make it  eight hun dred.’
“The mas ter com mend ed the dis hon est man ag er be cause he had act ed 

shrewd ly. For the peo ple of this  world are more  shrewd in deal ing with  their 
own kind than are the peo ple of the  light. I tell you, use world ly  wealth to 
gain  friends for your selves, so that when it is gone, you will be wel comed 
into eter nal dwell ings.

“Who ev er can be trust ed with very lit tle can also be trust ed with much, 
and who ev er is dis hon est with very lit tle will also be dis hon est with much. 
So if you have not been trust wor thy in han dling world ly  wealth, who will 
 trust you with true rich es? And if you have not been trust wor thy with some-
one  else’s prop er ty, who will give you prop er ty of your own?

“No one can  serve two mas ters. Ei ther you will hate the one and love 
the oth er, or you will be de vot ed to the one and de spise the oth er. You can-
not  serve both God and mon ey.”
1
The Phar i sees, who  loved mon ey,  heard all this and were sneer ing at  Jesus. 
He said to them, “You are the ones who jus ti fy your selves in the eyes of 
oth ers, but God  knows your  hearts. What peo ple val ue high ly is de test able 
in  God’s sight.

“The Law and the Proph ets were pro claimed un til John.  Since that 
time, the good news of the king dom of God is be ing  preached, and every-
one is forc ing  their way into it. It is eas i er for heav en and  earth to dis ap pear 
than for the  least  stroke of a pen to drop out of the Law.

“Any one who di vorc es his wife and mar ries an oth er wom an com mits 
adul tery, and the man who mar ries a di vorced wom an com mits adul tery.

“There was a rich man who was  dressed in pur ple and fine lin en and 
 lived in lux u ry ev ery day. At his gate was laid a beg gar  named Laz a rus, cov-
ered with  sores and long ing to eat what fell from the rich  man’s ta ble. Even 
the dogs came and  licked his sores.
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“The time came when the beg gar died and the an gels car ried him to 
Abra ham’s side. The rich man also died and was bur ied. In Ha des,  where 
he was in tor ment, he  looked up and saw Abra ham far away, with Laz a rus 
by his side. So he  called to him, ‘Fa ther Abra ham, have pity on me and send 
Laz a rus to dip the tip of his fin ger in wa ter and cool my  tongue, be cause I 
am in ag o ny in this fire.’

“But Abra ham re plied, ‘Son, re mem ber that in your life time you re-
ceived your good  things,  while Laz a rus re ceived bad  things, but now he is 
com fort ed here and you are in ag o ny. And be sides all this, be tween us and 
you a  great  chasm has been set in  place, so that  those who want to go from 
here to you can not, nor can any one  cross over from  there to us.’

“He an swered, ‘Then I beg you, fa ther, send Laz a rus to my fam i ly, for 
I have five broth ers. Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to 
this  place of tor ment.’

“Abra ham re plied, ‘They have Mo ses and the Proph ets; let them lis ten 
to them.’

“ ‘No, fa ther Abra ham,’ he said, ‘but if some one from the dead goes to 
them, they will re pent.’

“He said to him, ‘If they do not lis ten to Mo ses and the Proph ets, they 
will not be con vinced even if some one ris es from the dead.’ ”
1
Jesus said to his dis ci ples: “Things that  cause peo ple to stum ble are  bound 
to come, but woe to any one  through whom they come. It  would be bet ter for 
them to be  thrown into the sea with a mill stone tied  around their neck than 
to  cause one of  these lit tle ones to stum ble. So  watch your selves.

“If your broth er or sis ter sins  against you, re buke them; and if they re-
pent, for give them. Even if they sin  against you sev en  times in a day and 
sev en  times come back to you say ing ‘I re pent,’ you must for give them.”

The apos tles said to the Lord, “In crease our faith!”
He re plied, “If you have  faith as  small as a mus tard seed, you can say 

to this mul ber ry tree, ‘Be up root ed and plant ed in the sea,’ and it will 
obey you.

“Sup pose one of you has a ser vant plow ing or look ing af ter the  sheep. 
Will he say to the ser vant when he  comes in from the  field, ‘Come  along 
now and sit down to eat’? Won’t he rath er say, ‘Pre pare my sup per, get your-
self  ready and wait on me  while I eat and  drink; af ter that you may eat and 
 drink’? Will he  thank the ser vant be cause he did what he was told to do? So 
you also, when you have done ev ery thing you were told to do,  should say, 
‘We are un wor thy ser vants; we have only done our duty.’ ”
2
2
Now on his way to Je ru sa lem,  Jesus trav eled  along the bor der be tween Sa-
mar ia and Gal i lee. As he was go ing into a vil lage, ten men who had lep ro sy 
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met him. They  stood at a dis tance and  called out in a loud  voice, “Jesus, 
Mas ter, have pity on us!”

When he saw them, he said, “Go, show your selves to the  priests.” And 
as they went, they were cleansed.

One of them, when he saw he was  healed, came back, prais ing God in 
a loud  voice. He  threw him self at  Jesus’ feet and  thanked him —  and he was 
a Sa mar i tan.

Jesus  asked, “Were not all ten  cleansed?  Where are the oth er nine? Has 
no one re turned to give  praise to God ex cept this for eign er?” Then he said 
to him, “Rise and go; your  faith has made you well.”
1
Once, on be ing  asked by the Phar i sees when the king dom of God  would 
come,  Jesus re plied, “The com ing of the king dom of God is not some thing 
that can be ob served, nor will peo ple say, ‘Here it is,’ or ‘There it is,’ be cause 
the king dom of God is in your  midst.”

Then he said to his dis ci ples, “The time is com ing when you will long to 
see one of the days of the Son of Man, but you will not see it. Peo ple will tell 
you, ‘There he is!’ or ‘Here he is!’ Do not go run ning off af ter them. For the 
Son of Man in his day will be like the light ning,  which flash es and  lights up 
the sky from one end to the oth er. But  first he must suf fer many  things and 
be re ject ed by this gen er a tion.

“Just as it was in the days of Noah, so also will it be in the days of the 
Son of Man. Peo ple were eat ing, drink ing, mar ry ing and be ing giv en in 
mar riage up to the day Noah en tered the ark. Then the  flood came and de-
stroyed them all.

“It was the same in the days of Lot. Peo ple were eat ing and drink ing, 
buy ing and sell ing, plant ing and build ing. But the day Lot left Sod om, fire 
and sul fur  rained down from heav en and de stroyed them all.

“It will be just like this on the day the Son of Man is re vealed. On that 
day no one who is on the house top, with pos ses sions in side,  should go down 
to get them. Like wise, no one in the  field  should go back for any thing. Re-
mem ber  Lot’s wife! Who ev er  tries to keep  their life will lose it, and who ev er 
los es  their life will pre serve it. I tell you, on that  night two peo ple will be in 
one bed; one will be tak en and the oth er left. Two wom en will be grind ing 
 grain to geth er; one will be tak en and the oth er left.”

“Where, Lord?” they asked.
He re plied, “Where  there is a dead body,  there the vul tures will 

 gath er.”
1
Then  Jesus told his dis ci ples a par a ble to show them that they  should al-
ways pray and not give up. He said: “In a cer tain town  there was a  judge 
who nei ther  feared God nor  cared what peo ple  thought. And  there was a 
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wid ow in that town who kept com ing to him with the plea, ‘Grant me jus tice 
 against my ad ver sary.’

“For some time he re fused. But fi nal ly he said to him self, ‘Even  though 
I  don’t fear God or care what peo ple  think, yet be cause this wid ow  keeps 
both er ing me, I will see that she gets jus tice, so that she  won’t even tu al ly 
come and at tack me!’ ”

And the Lord said, “Lis ten to what the un just  judge says. And will not 
God  bring  about jus tice for his cho sen ones, who cry out to him day and 
 night? Will he keep put ting them off ? I tell you, he will see that they get jus-
tice, and quick ly. How ev er, when the Son of Man  comes, will he find  faith 
on the earth?”
1
To some who were con fi dent of  their own righ teous ness and  looked down 
on ev ery one else,  Jesus told this par a ble: “Two men went up to the tem ple 
to pray, one a Phar i see and the oth er a tax col lec tor. The Phar i see  stood 
by him self and  prayed: ‘God, I  thank you that I am not like oth er peo ple —  
rob bers, evil do ers, adul ter ers —  or even like this tax col lec tor. I fast  twice a 
week and give a  tenth of all I get.’

“But the tax col lec tor  stood at a dis tance. He  would not even look up to 
heav en, but beat his  breast and said, ‘God, have mer cy on me, a sin ner.’

“I tell you that this man, rath er than the oth er, went home jus ti fied 
be fore God. For all  those who ex alt them selves will be hum bled, and  those 
who hum ble them selves will be ex alt ed.”
1
Peo ple were also bring ing ba bies to  Jesus for him to  place his  hands on 
them. When the dis ci ples saw this, they re buked them. But  Jesus  called the 
chil dren to him and said, “Let the lit tle chil dren come to me, and do not 
hin der them, for the king dom of God be longs to such as  these. Tru ly I tell 
you, any one who will not re ceive the king dom of God like a lit tle  child will 
nev er en ter it.”
1
A cer tain rul er  asked him, “Good teach er, what must I do to in her it eter nal 
life?”

“Why do you call me good?”  Jesus an swered. “No one is good —  ex cept 
God  alone. You know the com mand ments: ‘You  shall not com mit adul tery, 
you  shall not mur der, you  shall not  steal, you  shall not give  false tes ti mo ny, 
hon or your fa ther and moth er.’ ”

“All  these I have kept  since I was a boy,” he said.
When  Jesus  heard this, he said to him, “You  still lack one  thing. Sell 

ev ery thing you have and give to the poor, and you will have trea sure in 
heav en. Then come, fol low me.”

When he  heard this, he be came very sad, be cause he was very  wealthy. 
Jesus  looked at him and said, “How hard it is for the rich to en ter the king-
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dom of God! In deed, it is eas i er for a cam el to go  through the eye of a nee dle 
than for some one who is rich to en ter the king dom of God.”

Those who  heard this  asked, “Who then can be saved?”
Jesus re plied, “What is im pos si ble with man is pos si ble with God.”
Pe ter said to him, “We have left all we had to fol low you!”
“Tru ly I tell you,”  Jesus said to them, “no one who has left home or wife 

or broth ers or sis ters or par ents or chil dren for the sake of the king dom of 
God will fail to re ceive many  times as much in this age, and in the age to 
come eter nal life.”
1
Jesus took the  Twelve  aside and told them, “We are go ing up to Je ru sa lem, 
and ev ery thing that is writ ten by the proph ets  about the Son of Man will 
be ful filled. He will be de liv ered over to the Gen tiles. They will mock him, 
in sult him and spit on him; they will flog him and kill him. On the  third day 
he will rise again.”

The dis ci ples did not un der stand any of this. Its mean ing was hid den 
from them, and they did not know what he was talk ing about.
1
As  Jesus ap proached Jer i cho, a  blind man was sit ting by the road side beg-
ging. When he  heard the  crowd go ing by, he  asked what was hap pen ing. 
They told him, “Jesus of Naz a reth is pass ing by.”

He  called out, “Jesus, Son of Da vid, have mer cy on me!”
Those who led the way re buked him and told him to be qui et, but he 

shout ed all the more, “Son of Da vid, have mer cy on me!”
Jesus  stopped and or dered the man to be  brought to him. When he 

came near,  Jesus  asked him, “What do you want me to do for you?”
“Lord, I want to see,” he re plied.
Jesus said to him, “Re ceive your  sight; your  faith has  healed you.” Im-

me di ate ly he re ceived his  sight and fol lowed  Jesus, prais ing God. When all 
the peo ple saw it, they also  praised God.
1
Jesus en tered Jer i cho and was pass ing  through. A man was  there by the 
name of Zac chae us; he was a  chief tax col lec tor and was  wealthy. He want-
ed to see who  Jesus was, but be cause he was  short he  could not see over the 
 crowd. So he ran  ahead and  climbed a syc a more-fig tree to see him,  since 
 Jesus was com ing that way.

When  Jesus  reached the spot, he  looked up and said to him, “Zac chae-
us, come down im me di ate ly. I must stay at your  house to day.” So he came 
down at once and wel comed him glad ly.

All the peo ple saw this and be gan to mut ter, “He has gone to be the 
 guest of a sin ner.”

But Zac chae us  stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and 
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now I give half of my pos ses sions to the poor, and if I have cheat ed any body 
out of any thing, I will pay back four  times the amount.”

Jesus said to him, “To day sal va tion has come to this  house, be cause 
this man, too, is a son of Abra ham. For the Son of Man came to seek and to 
save the lost.”
1
While they were lis ten ing to this, he went on to tell them a par a ble, be cause 
he was near Je ru sa lem and the peo ple  thought that the king dom of God was 
go ing to ap pear at once. He said: “A man of no ble  birth went to a dis tant 
coun try to have him self ap point ed king and then to re turn. So he  called ten 
of his ser vants and gave them ten mi nas. ‘Put this mon ey to work,’ he said, 
‘un til I come back.’

“But his sub jects hat ed him and sent a del e ga tion af ter him to say, ‘We 
 don’t want this man to be our king.’

“He was made king, how ev er, and re turned home. Then he sent for the 
ser vants to whom he had giv en the mon ey, in or der to find out what they 
had  gained with it.

“The  first one came and said, ‘Sir, your mina has  earned ten more.’
“ ‘Well done, my good ser vant!’ his mas ter re plied. ‘Be cause you have 

been trust wor thy in a very  small mat ter, take  charge of ten cit ies.’
“The sec ond came and said, ‘Sir, your mina has  earned five more.’
“His mas ter an swered, ‘You take  charge of five cit ies.’
“Then an oth er ser vant came and said, ‘Sir, here is your mina; I have 

kept it laid away in a  piece of  cloth. I was  afraid of you, be cause you are a 
hard man. You take out what you did not put in and reap what you did not 
sow.’

“His mas ter re plied, ‘I will  judge you by your own  words, you wick ed 
ser vant! You knew, did you, that I am a hard man, tak ing out what I did 
not put in, and reap ing what I did not sow? Why then  didn’t you put my 
mon ey on de pos it, so that when I came back, I  could have col lect ed it with 
in terest?’

“Then he said to  those stand ing by, ‘Take his mina away from him and 
give it to the one who has ten mi nas.’

“ ‘Sir,’ they said, ‘he al ready has ten!’
“He re plied, ‘I tell you that to ev ery one who has, more will be giv en, but 

as for the one who has noth ing, even what they have will be tak en away. But 
 those en e mies of mine who did not want me to be king over them —   bring 
them here and kill them in  front of me.’ ”
3
3
3

A f ter  Jesus had said this, he went on  ahead, go ing up to Je ru sa lem. As 
he ap proached Beth pha ge and Beth a ny at the hill  called the  Mount of 
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