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I

n my for mer book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do
and to teach until the day he was taken up to heaven, af ter giv ing instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. Af ter his suf fering, he presented himself to them and gave many convincing proofs that he
was alive. He appeared to them over a period of for ty days and spoke about
the kingdom of God. On one occasion, while he was eat ing with them, he
gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusa lem, but wait for the gift my
Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. For John baptized
with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”
Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this
time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?”
He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father
has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my wit nesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea
and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
Af ter he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud
hid him from their sight.
They were look ing intent ly up into the sky as he was going, when sudden ly two men dressed in white stood beside them. “Men of Galilee,” they
said, “why do you stand here look ing into the sky? This same Jesus, who has
been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have
seen him go into heaven.”
1
Then the apostles returned to Jerusa lem from the hill called the Mount of
Ol ives, a Sabbath day’s walk from the city. When they ar rived, they went
upstairs to the room where they were stay ing. Those present were Peter,
John, James and Andrew; Philip and Thomas, Bar tholomew and Mat thew;
James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. They
all joined together constant ly in prayer, along with the women and Mary
the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers.

1:1–1:14

01NT_Lk-Ac_TBoTB_2.indd 55

5/11/2011 6:52:05 PM

56 | Luke-Acts

1
In those days Peter stood up among the believers (a group numbering about
a hundred and twenty) and said, “Brothers and sisters, the Scripture had to
be fulfilled in which the Holy Spirit spoke long ago through David concerning Judas, who served as guide for those who arrested Jesus. He was one of
our number and shared in our ministry.”
(With the pay ment he received for his wickedness, Judas bought a field;
there he fell headlong, his body burst open and all his intestines spilled out.
Everyone in Jerusa lem heard about this, so they called that field in their
language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.)
“For,” said Peter, “it is writ ten in the Book of Psalms:
“ ‘May his place be deserted;
let there be no one to dwell in it,’
and,
“ ‘May another take his place of leadership.’
Therefore it is necessary to choose one of the men who have been with us
the whole time the Lord Jesus was liv ing among us, beginning from John’s
baptism to the time when Jesus was taken up from us. For one of these must
become a wit ness with us of his resurrection.”
So they nominated two men: Joseph called Barsabbas (also known as
Justus) and Mat thias. Then they prayed, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart.
Show us which of these two you have chosen to take over this apostol ic
ministry, which Judas left to go where he belongs.” Then they cast lots, and
the lot fell to Mat thias; so he was added to the eleven apostles.
1
When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Sudden ly a sound like the blow ing of a violent wind came from heaven and
filled the whole house where they were sit ting. They saw what seemed to
be tongues of fire that sepa rated and came to rest on each of them. All of
them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues
as the Spirit enabled them.
Now there were stay ing in Jerusa lem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in
bewilderment, because each one heard their own language being spoken.
Ut terly amazed, they asked: “Aren’t all these who are speak ing Galileans?
Then how is it that each of us hears them in our native language? Par thians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phryg ia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya
near Cy rene; visitors from Rome (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs — we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own
1:15–2:11
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tongues!” Amazed and per plexed, they asked one another, “What does this
mean?”
Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too much
wine.”
Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed
the crowd: “Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusa lem, let me ex plain
this to you; listen carefully to what I say. These people are not drunk, as you
suppose. It’s only nine in the morning! No, this is what was spoken by the
prophet Joel:
“ ‘In the last days, God says,
I will pour out my Spirit on all people.
Your sons and daughters will prophesy,
your young men will see visions,
your old men will dream dreams.
Even on my servants, both men and women,
I will pour out my Spirit in those days,
and they will prophesy.
I will show wonders in the heavens above
and signs on the earth below,
blood and fire and billows of smoke.
The sun will be turned to darkness
and the moon to blood
before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord.
And everyone who calls
on the name of the Lord will be saved.’
“Fellow Israelites, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited
by God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you
through him, as you yourselves know. This man was handed over to you by
God’s deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked
men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. But God raised him from
the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was impossible
for death to keep its hold on him. David said about him:
“ ‘I saw the Lord always before me.
Because he is at my right hand,
I will not be shaken.
Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices;
my body also will rest in hope,
because you will not abandon me to the realm of the dead,
you will not let your holy one see decay.
2:12–2:27
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You have made known to me the paths of life;
you will fill me with joy in your presence.’
“Fel low Israel ites, I can tell you con fident ly that the patriarch David
died and was buried, and his tomb is here to this day. But he was a prophet
and knew that God had promised him on oath that he would place one of
his descendants on his throne. Seeing what was to come, he spoke of the
resurrection of the Messiah, that he was not abandoned to the realm of the
dead, nor did his body see decay. God has raised this Jesus to life, and we
are all wit nesses of it. Exalted to the right hand of God, he has received from
the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now see
and hear. For David did not ascend to heaven, and yet he said,
“ ‘The Lord said to my Lord:
“Sit at my right hand
until I make your enemies
a footstool for your feet.” ’
“Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus,
whom you crucified, both Lord and Messiah.”
When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter
and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”
Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name
of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift
of the Holy Spirit. The promise is for you and your children and for all who
are far off — for all whom the Lord our God will call.”
With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them,
“Save yourselves from this cor rupt generation.” Those who accepted his
message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their
number that day.
1
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the
break ing of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe at the many
wonders and signs performed by the apostles. All the believers were together and had every thing in common. They sold proper ty and possessions to
give to anyone who had need. Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together
with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoy ing the favor of all the
people. And the Lord added to their number dai ly those who were being
saved.
1
One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the time of prayer —
at three in the af ternoon. Now a man who was lame from birth was being
carried to the temple gate called Beautiful, where he was put every day to
2:28–3:2
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beg from those going into the temple courts. When he saw Peter and John
about to enter, he asked them for money. Peter looked straight at him, as
did John. Then Peter said, “Look at us!” So the man gave them his at tention,
ex pect ing to get something from them.
Then Peter said, “Silver or gold I do not have, but what I do have I give
you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.” Tak ing him by the right
hand, he helped him up, and instant ly the man’s feet and an kles became
strong. He jumped to his feet and began to walk. Then he went with them
into the temple courts, walk ing and jumping, and praising God. When all
the people saw him walk ing and praising God, they recog nized him as the
same man who used to sit begging at the temple gate called Beautiful, and
they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to
him.
While the man held on to Peter and John, all the people were astonished and came running to them in the place called Solomon’s Colonnade.
When Peter saw this, he said to them: “Fellow Israelites, why does this surprise you? Why do you stare at us as if by our own power or god liness we
had made this man walk? The God of Abra ham, Isaac and Jacob, the God
of our fathers, has glorified his ser vant Jesus. You handed him over to be
killed, and you disowned him before Pi late, though he had decided to let
him go. You disowned the Holy and Righteous One and asked that a murderer be released to you. You killed the author of life, but God raised him
from the dead. We are wit nesses of this. By faith in the name of Jesus, this
man whom you see and know was made strong. It is Jesus’ name and the
faith that comes through him that has completely healed him, as you can
all see.
“Now, fellow Israelites, I know that you acted in ig norance, as did your
leaders. But this is how God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the
prophets, say ing that his Messiah would suf fer. Repent, then, and turn to
God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come
from the Lord, and that he may send the Messiah, who has been appointed for you — even Jesus. Heaven must receive him until the time comes for
God to restore every thing, as he promised long ago through his holy prophets. For Moses said, ‘The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like
me from among your own people; you must listen to every thing he tells
you. Anyone who does not listen to him will be completely cut off from their
people.’
“Indeed, begin ning with Samuel, all the prophets who have spoken
have foretold these days. And you are heirs of the prophets and of the covenant God made with your fathers. He said to Abra ham, ‘Through your
offspring all peoples on earth will be blessed.’ When God raised up his servant, he sent him first to you to bless you by turning each of you from your
wicked ways.”
3:3–3:26
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The priests and the captain of the temple guard and the Sadducees
came up to Peter and John while they were speak ing to the people. They
were great ly disturbed because the apostles were teaching the people, proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection of the dead. They seized Peter and John
and, because it was evening, they put them in jail until the next day. But
many who heard the message believed; so the number of men who believed
grew to about five thousand.
1
The next day the rulers, the elders and the teachers of the law met in Jerusalem. Annas the high priest was there, and so were Caiaphas, John, Alexander and others of the high priest’s family. They had Peter and John brought
before them and began to question them: “By what power or what name
did you do this?”
Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: “Rulers and elders
of the people! If we are being called to account today for an act of kindness
shown to a man who was lame and are being asked how he was healed, then
know this, you and all the people of Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ
of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that
this man stands before you healed. Jesus is
“ ‘the stone you builders rejected,
which has become the cornerstone.’
Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven
given to man kind by which we must be saved.”
When they saw the courage of Peter and John and real ized that they
were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note
that these men had been with Jesus. But since they could see the man who
had been healed standing there with them, there was nothing they could
say. So they ordered them to withdraw from the Sanhedrin and then conferred together. “What are we going to do with these men?” they asked.
“Everyone liv ing in Jerusa lem knows they have performed a notable sign,
and we can not deny it. But to stop this thing from spread ing any fur ther
among the people, we must warn them to speak no longer to anyone in this
name.”
Then they called them in again and commanded them not to speak or
teach at all in the name of Jesus. But Peter and John replied, “Which is right
in God’s eyes: to listen to you, or to him? You be the judges! As for us, we
cannot help speak ing about what we have seen and heard.”
Af ter fur ther threats they let them go. They could not decide how to
punish them, because all the people were praising God for what had happened. For the man who was mi rac u lously healed was over for ty years
old.
4:1–4:22
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1
On their release, Peter and John went back to their own people and reported all that the chief priests and the elders had said to them. When they
heard this, they raised their voices together in prayer to God. “Sovereign
Lord,” they said, “you made the heavens and the earth and the sea, and every thing in them. You spoke by the Holy Spirit through the mouth of your
ser vant, our father David:
“ ‘Why do the nations rage
and the peoples plot in vain?
The kings of the earth rise up
and the rulers band together
against the Lord
and against his anointed one.’
Indeed Herod and Pontius Pi late met together with the Gentiles and the
people of Israel in this city to conspire against your holy ser vant Jesus,
whom you anointed. They did what your power and will had decided beforehand should happen. Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your
ser vants to speak your word with great boldness. Stretch out your hand to
heal and perform signs and wonders through the name of your holy ser vant
Jesus.”
Af ter they prayed, the place where they were meet ing was shaken. And
they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God bold ly.
1
All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of
their possessions was their own, but they shared every thing they had. With
great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord
Jesus. And God’s grace was so powerfully at work in them all that there were
no needy persons among them. For from time to time those who owned
land or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales and put it at the
apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to anyone who had need.
Joseph, a Levite from Cy prus, whom the apostles called Bar nabas
(which means “son of encouragement”), sold a field he owned and brought
the money and put it at the apostles’ feet.
Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphira, also sold
a piece of proper ty. With his wife’s full knowledge he kept back part of the
money for himself, but brought the rest and put it at the apostles’ feet.
Then Peter said, “Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart
that you have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the
money you received for the land? Didn’t it belong to you before it was sold?
And af ter it was sold, wasn’t the money at your disposal? What made you

4:23–5:4
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think of doing such a thing? You have not lied just to human beings but to
God.”
When Ananias heard this, he fell down and died. And great fear seized
all who heard what had happened. Then some young men came for ward,
wrapped up his body, and carried him out and buried him.
About three hours later his wife came in, not know ing what had happened. Peter asked her, “Tell me, is this the price you and Ananias got for
the land?”
“Yes,” she said, “that is the price.”
Peter said to her, “How could you conspire to test the Spirit of the Lord?
Listen! The feet of the men who buried your husband are at the door, and
they will carry you out also.”
At that moment she fell down at his feet and died. Then the young men
came in and, find ing her dead, car ried her out and bur ied her beside her
husband. Great fear seized the whole church and all who heard about these
events.
1
The apostles per formed many signs and wonders among the people. And
all the believers used to meet together in Solomon’s Colon nade. No one
else dared join them, even though they were high ly regarded by the people. Never theless, more and more men and women believed in the Lord
and were added to their number. As a result, people brought the sick into
the streets and laid them on beds and mats so that at least Peter’s shadow
might fall on some of them as he passed by. Crowds gathered also from the
towns around Jerusa lem, bring ing their sick and those tor mented by impure spirits, and all of them were healed.
Then the high priest and all his associates, who were members of the
party of the Sadducees, were filled with jealousy. They arrested the apostles
and put them in the public jail. But dur ing the night an angel of the Lord
opened the doors of the jail and brought them out. “Go, stand in the temple
courts,” he said, “and tell the people all about this new life.”
At daybreak they entered the temple courts, as they had been told, and
began to teach the people.
When the high priest and his associates ar rived, they called together
the San hedrin — the full assembly of the elders of Israel — and sent to the
jail for the apostles. But on arriv ing at the jail, the of ficers did not find them
there. So they went back and reported, “We found the jail securely locked,
with the guards standing at the doors; but when we opened them, we found
no one inside.” On hearing this report, the captain of the temple guard and
the chief priests were at a loss, wondering what this might lead to.
Then someone came and said, “Look! The men you put in jail are standing in the temple courts teaching the people.” At that, the captain went with

5:5–5:26
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his of ficers and brought the apostles. They did not use force, because they
feared that the people would stone them.
The apostles were brought in and made to appear before the Sanhedrin
to be questioned by the high priest. “We gave you strict orders not to teach
in this name,” he said. “Yet you have filled Jerusa lem with your teach ing
and are determined to make us guilty of this man’s blood.”
Peter and the other apostles replied: “We must obey God rather than
hu man beings! The God of our ancestors raised Jesus from the dead —
whom you killed by hang ing him on a cross. God ex alted him to his own
right hand as Prince and Sav ior that he might bring Israel to repentance
and forgive their sins. We are wit nesses of these things, and so is the Holy
Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.”
When they heard this, they were fu rious and wanted to put them to
death. But a Pharisee named Gama liel, a teacher of the law, who was honored by all the people, stood up in the Sanhedrin and ordered that the men
be put outside for a lit tle while. Then he addressed the Sanhedrin: “Men of
Israel, consider careful ly what you intend to do to these men. Some time
ago Theudas appeared, claiming to be somebody, and about four hundred
men ral lied to him. He was killed, all his fol lowers were dispersed, and it
all came to nothing. Af ter him, Judas the Galilean appeared in the days of
the census and led a band of people in revolt. He too was killed, and all his
followers were scat tered. Therefore, in the present case I advise you: Leave
these men alone! Let them go! For if their pur pose or activ ity is of human
origin, it will fail. But if it is from God, you will not be able to stop these men;
you will only find yourselves fight ing against God.”
His speech persuaded them. They called the apostles in and had them
flogged. Then they ordered them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let
them go.
The apostles left the San hedrin, rejoic ing because they had been
counted wor thy of suf fer ing disgrace for the Name. Day af ter day, in the
temple courts and from house to house, they never stopped teaching and
proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Messiah.
1
In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Hellenistic
Jews among them complained against the Hebraic Jews because their widows were being overlooked in the daily distribution of food. So the Twelve
gathered all the disciples together and said, “It would not be right for us to
neglect the ministry of the word of God in order to wait on tables. Brothers
and sisters, choose seven men from among you who are known to be full
of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to them and
will give our at tention to prayer and the ministry of the word.”
This proposal pleased the whole group. They chose Stephen, a man
full of faith and of the Holy Spir it; also Phil ip, Procorus, Nica nor, Ti mon,
5:27–6:5
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Parmenas, and Nicolas from Antioch, a convert to Judaism. They presented
these men to the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them.
So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusa lem increased rapid ly, and a large number of priests became obedient to the
faith.
2
2
ow Stephen, a man full of God’s grace and power, per formed great
wonders and signs among the people. Opposition arose, however,
from members of the Synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called) — Jews
of Cy rene and Alexandria as well as the prov inces of Cilicia and Asia — who
began to argue with Stephen. But they could not stand up against the wisdom the Spirit gave him as he spoke.
Then they secret ly persuaded some men to say, “We have heard Stephen speak blasphemous words against Moses and against God.”
So they stirred up the people and the elders and the teachers of the
law. They seized Stephen and brought him before the San hedrin. They
produced false wit nesses, who testified, “This fellow never stops speak ing
against this holy place and against the law. For we have heard him say that
this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and change the customs Moses handed down to us.”
All who were sit ting in the Sanhedrin looked intent ly at Stephen, and
they saw that his face was like the face of an angel.
Then the high priest asked Stephen, “Are these charges true?”
To this he replied: “Brothers and fathers, listen to me! The God of glory
appeared to our father Abra ham while he was still in Mesopotamia, before
he lived in Harran. ‘Leave your country and your people,’ God said, ‘and go
to the land I will show you.’
“So he left the land of the Chaldeans and set tled in Har ran. Af ter the
death of his father, God sent him to this land where you are now liv ing. He
gave him no in her itance here, not even enough ground to set his foot on.
But God promised him that he and his descendants af ter him would possess the land, even though at that time Abraham had no child. God spoke to
him in this way: ‘For four hundred years your descendants will be strangers
in a country not their own, and they will be enslaved and mistreated. But I
will punish the nation they serve as slaves,’ God said, ‘and af ter ward they
will come out of that country and worship me in this place.’ Then he gave
Abra ham the covenant of circumcision. And Abra ham became the father
of Isaac and circumcised him eight days af ter his birth. Later Isaac became
the father of Jacob, and Jacob became the father of the twelve patriarchs.
“Because the patriarchs were jealous of Joseph, they sold him as a slave
into Egypt. But God was with him and rescued him from all his troubles. He

N
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