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INVITATION TO

1 THESSALONIANS

The book of Acts tells how Paul, Silas, and Timothy brought the good news about
Jesus to Europe around AD 51 (see p. 81). They began in northern Greece, which was
[OLURUV^UHZ4HJLKVUPH;OL`^LU[ÄYZ[[V[OLJP[`VM7OPSPWWP^OLYLTHU`WLVWSL
ILJHTL MVSSV^LYZ VM 1LZ\Z )\[ H TVI H[[HJRLK 7H\S HUK :PSHZ HUK SVJHS VMÄJPHSZ
beat and imprisoned them and forced them to leave the city. (Timothy was Greek so
he was left alone, but Paul and Silas were Jews so they were treated with hostility
and suspicion.) The three went to the city of Thessalonica where many more people
became Jesus-followers. But another riot broke out. Paul and Silas were accused of
defying Caesar’s decrees, saying that there is another king, one called Jesus, and they
narrowly escaped with their lives (see p. 83). They went to the nearby city of Berea,
where the people listened to them respectfully. But their opponents from Thessalonica
came and stirred up the crowds. For his safety, Paul had to be sent away to the city of
Athens in Achaia (southern Greece).
Paul was concerned that the believers in Thessalonica might stop following Jesus
because of the opposition they were facing. So when Silas and Timothy caught up
with him, he sent Timothy (who could make the trip more safely) back to Thessalonica
to encourage the believers. When Timothy returned with the welcome news that the
Thessalonians had remained faithful, Paul wrote to them to express his joy. He also
used the opportunity to provide some teaching and correction the community needed.
Like all of Paul’s letters that are preserved in the Bible, this one follows the pattern
that was typical for correspondence of the time. There’s an opening section that names
the sender and the recipients, then offers a good wish. A thanksgiving and prayer often
follow. The main body of the letter comes next. Finally, there’s a closing section that
expresses more good wishes and extends greetings to and from people that the sender
and recipients both know.

0U[OLTHPUIVK`VM[OPZSL[[LY7H\SÄYZ[[HSRZH[SLUN[OHIV\[OPZYLSH[PVUZOPW^P[O
the new believers in Thessalonica. He recalls his time with them and says how grateful
he is that they’ve remained faithful to Jesus. After wishing them a blessing, he makes a
transition to provide teaching and instruction on several practical matters. (These are
probably things that Timothy told him about after his return visit to Thessalonica.)
: Paul teaches the Thessalonians to avoid sexual immorality, to love one another
and to work hard and earn their own livings.
: He explains that believers who die before the coming of the Lord are not lost.
They’ll be raised from the dead at this royal, public appearance of the Messiah.
But Paul reminds the Thessalonians that Jesus will come back suddenly and
unexpectedly. So they should live in such a way that they won’t be ashamed to
greet him, whenever he comes.
: Finally, he advises them how to live as a community of Jesus-followers.
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In all of his advice and teaching, Paul’s basic message is, “Keep up the good work!”
Even though he addresses the Thessalonians as his brothers and sisters, Paul also says
that he, Silas and Timothy treated them the way a mother or father would. This shows
[OLWYPKLHUKHMMLJ[PVU[OL`OHKMVY[OLZLÄYZ[,\YVWLHUMVSSV^LYZVM1LZ\Z[OLPYKLHY
offspring in the faith.
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P

aul, Silas and Timothy,
1
To the church of the Thessa lonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ:
1
Grace and peace to you.
3
3
3
e always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our
prayers. We remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired
by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.
For we know, brothers and sisters loved by God, that he has chosen you,
because our gospel came to you not simply with words but also with power,
with the Holy Spir it and deep conviction. You know how we lived among
you for your sake. You became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you welcomed the message in the midst of severe suffering with the joy given by the
Holy Spirit. And so you became a model to all the believers in Macedonia
and Achaia. The Lord’s message rang out from you not only in Macedonia
and Achaia — your faith in God has become known every where. Therefore
we do not need to say any thing about it, for they themselves report what
kind of reception you gave us. They tell how you turned to God from idols
to serve the liv ing and true God, and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom
he raised from the dead — Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath.
1
You know, brothers and sisters, that our visit to you was not without results.
We had previously suf fered and been treated out rageously in Phi lippi, as
you know, but with the help of our God we dared to tell you his gospel in
the face of strong opposition. For the appeal we make does not spring from
error or impure motives, nor are we try ing to trick you. On the contrary, we
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speak as those approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel. We are not
try ing to please people but God, who tests our hearts. You know we never
used flat tery, nor did we put on a mask to cover up greed — God is our witness. We were not look ing for praise from people, not from you or anyone
else, even though as apostles of Christ we could have asserted our authority. Instead, we were like young children among you.
Just as a nursing mother cares for her children, so we cared for you. Because we loved you so much, we were delighted to share with you not only
the gospel of God but our lives as well. Surely you remember, brothers and
sisters, our toil and hardship; we worked night and day in order not to be a
burden to anyone while we preached the gospel of God to you. You are witnesses, and so is God, of how holy, righteous and blameless we were among
you who believed. For you know that we dealt with each of you as a father
deals with his own children, encourag ing, com fort ing and urg ing you to
live lives wor thy of God, who calls you into his kingdom and glory.
And we also thank God continual ly because, when you received the
word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as a human word,
but as it actual ly is, the word of God, which is indeed at work in you who
believe. For you, brothers and sisters, became imitators of God’s churches
in Judea, which are in Christ Jesus: You suf fered from your own people the
same things those churches suf fered from the Jews who killed the Lord
Jesus and the prophets and also drove us out. They displease God and are
hostile to everyone in their ef fort to keep us from speak ing to the Gentiles
so that they may be saved. In this way they always heap up their sins to the
limit. The wrath of God has come upon them at last.
But, brothers and sisters, when we were or phaned by being separated
from you for a short time (in person, not in thought), out of our intense longing we made every ef fort to see you. For we wanted to come to you — certainly I, Paul, did, again and again — but Satan blocked our way. For what is
our hope, our joy, or the crown in which we will glory in the presence of our
Lord Jesus when he comes? Is it not you? Indeed, you are our glory and joy.
So when we could stand it no longer, we thought it best to be left by
ourselves in Athens. We sent Timothy, who is our brother and co-worker in
God’s ser vice in spreading the gospel of Christ, to strengthen and encourage you in your faith, so that no one would be unset tled by these trials. For
you know quite well that we are destined for them. In fact, when we were
with you, we kept telling you that we would be persecuted. And it turned
out that way, as you well know. For this reason, when I could stand it no
longer, I sent to find out about your faith. I was afraid that in some way the
tempter had tempted you and that our labors might have been in vain.
But Timothy has just now come to us from you and has brought good
news about your faith and love. He has told us that you always have pleasant memories of us and that you long to see us, just as we also long to see
2:5–3:6
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you. Therefore, brothers and sisters, in all our distress and persecution we
were encouraged about you because of your faith. For now we real ly live,
since you are standing firm in the Lord. How can we thank God enough for
you in return for all the joy we have in the presence of our God because of
you? Night and day we pray most earnest ly that we may see you again and
supply what is lack ing in your faith.
1
Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus clear the way for
us to come to you. May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for
each other and for everyone else, just as ours does for you. May he strengthen your hearts so that you will be blameless and holy in the presence of our
God and Father when our Lord Jesus comes with all his holy ones.
2
2
As for other mat ters, brothers and sisters, we instructed you how to live in
order to please God, as in fact you are liv ing. Now we ask you and urge you
in the Lord Jesus to do this more and more. For you know what instructions
we gave you by the authority of the Lord Jesus.
It is God’s will that you should be sanctified: that you should avoid sexual immorality; that each of you should learn to control your own body in a
way that is holy and honorable, not in passionate lust like the pagans, who
do not know God; and that in this mat ter no one should wrong or take advantage of a brother or sister. The Lord will punish all those who com mit
such sins, as we told you and warned you before. For God did not call us
to be impure, but to live a holy life. Therefore, anyone who rejects this instruction does not reject a human being but God, the very God who gives
you his Holy Spirit.
1
Now about your love for one another we do not need to write to you, for you
yourselves have been taught by God to love each other. And in fact, you do
love all of God’s fam i ly throughout Macedonia. Yet we urge you, brothers
and sisters, to do so more and more, and to make it your ambition to lead a
quiet life: You should mind your own business and work with your hands,
just as we told you, so that your daily life may win the respect of outsiders
and so that you will not be dependent on anybody.
1
Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be un in formed about those
who sleep in death, so that you do not grieve like the rest of man kind, who
have no hope. For we believe that Jesus died and rose again, and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him.
Accord ing to the Lord’s word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who
are left until the coming of the Lord, will cer tain ly not precede those who
have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with
3:7–4:16
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a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call
of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Af ter that, we who are still alive
and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the
Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage one another with these words.
1
Now, brothers and sisters, about times and dates we do not need to write
to you, for you know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief
in the night. While people are say ing, “Peace and safety,” destruction will
come on them sudden ly, as labor pains on a preg nant woman, and they
will not escape.
But you, brothers and sisters, are not in dark ness so that this day should
sur prise you like a thief. You are all children of the light and children of the
day. We do not belong to the night or to the dark ness. So then, let us not be
like others, who are asleep, but let us be awake and sober. For those who
sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, get drunk at night. But since
we belong to the day, let us be sober, putting on faith and love as a breastplate, and the hope of salvation as a helmet. For God did not appoint us to
suf fer wrath but to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. He died
for us so that, whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together with
him. Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in
fact you are doing.
1
Now we ask you, brothers and sisters, to acknowledge those who work hard
among you, who care for you in the Lord and who ad mon ish you. Hold
them in the highest regard in love because of their work. Live in peace with
each other. And we urge you, brothers and sisters, warn those who are idle
and disruptive, encourage the disheartened, help the weak, be patient with
everyone. Make sure that nobody pays back wrong for wrong, but always
strive to do what is good for each other and for everyone else.
Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for
this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.
Do not quench the Spir it. Do not treat prophecies with contempt but
test them all; hold on to what is good, reject every kind of evil.
1
May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May
your whole spir it, soul and body be kept blameless at the com ing of our
Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do it.

4:17–5:24
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3
3
3

B

rothers and sisters, pray for us. Greet all God’s people with a holy kiss.
I charge you before the Lord to have this let ter read to all the brothers
and sisters.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.

5:25–5:28
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( ZOVY[ [PTL HM[LY OL ^YV[L OPZ ÄYZ[ SL[[LY [V [OL;OLZZHSVUPHUZ W  7H\S OHK
[V ^YP[L [V [OLT HNHPU [V JVYYLJ[ H MHSZL YLWVY[ [OH[ OL»K ZHPK [OL day of the Lord
OHK HSYLHK` JVTL /L TVZ[ SPRLS` SLHYULK HIV\[ [OPZ MYVT ^OVL]LY JHYYPLK OPZ
ÄYZ[SL[[LY[V;OLZZHSVUPJHWYVIHIS`;PTV[O`;OLday of the Lord^HZHWOYHZL[OL
/LIYL^WYVWOL[Z\ZLK[VKLZJYPIL[OL[PTL^OLU.VK^V\SK^PUHKLÄUP[P]L]PJ[VY`
V]LY L]LY` VWWVULU[ HUK YL^HYK all those who have believed;OL JVUJLYU VM [OL
;OLZZHSVUPHUZ^HZU»[[OH[[OPZKH`OHKJVTLHUKNVULHUK[OL`»KTPZZLKP[9H[OLY
[OL`^LYLJVUJLYULK[OH[P[^HZUV^WYLZLU[TLHUPUN[OH[[OL`JV\SKU»[L_WLJ[.VK
[VKVHU`[OPUNTVYL[VKLSP]LY[OLTMYVT[OLPYLULTPLZ:PUJL[OL`^LYLZ[PSSZ\MMLYPUN
persecutions and trials[OPZ^HZ]LY`KPZJV\YHNPUN

,]LU ILMVYL OL JVYYLJ[Z [OPZ MHSZL YLWVY[ 7H\S YLHZZ\YLZ [OL;OLZZHSVUPHUZ [OH[
.VK^PSSPUKLLKpay back trouble to those who trouble you and give relief to you who
are troubled/LNP]LZ[OPZYLHZZ\YHUJLPUOPZVWLUPUN[OHURZNP]PUNHUKWYH`LY^OLYL
OLVM[LUPU[YVK\JLZ[OLTHPU[OLTLZVMOPZSL[[LYZ7H\S[OLUJVYYLJ[Z[OLYLWVY[I`
YLTPUKPUN[OL;OLZZHSVUPHUZ^OH[OL[VSK[OLT^OLUOL^HZ^P[O[OLTHIV\[OV^
the day of the Lord^PSSHYYP]L0[ZLLTZOL»ZHIV\[[VIYPUNOPZSL[[LY[VHJSVZLI\[
OL[OLUYLWLH[ZHUHKTVUP[PVUMYVTOPZLHYSPLYSL[[LYWLYOHWZPUYLZWVUZL[VHM\Y[OLY
YLWVY[HIV\[[OLPYZP[\H[PVU/L\YNLZ[OLTH[NYLH[LYSLUN[OUV[[VSP]LPUPKSLULZZI\[
[V^VYROHYKHUKLHYU[OLPYV^USP]PUNZ

(Z^HZJVTTVUH[[OL[PTLTVZ[VM[OPZSL[[LY^V\SKOH]LILLU^YP[[LUKV^U
I`HZJYPIL)\[H[[OLLUK7H\SHKKZHNYLL[PUNPUOPZV^UOHUK^YP[PUN[VWYV]L[OH[
[OPZ SL[[LY PZ NLU\PULS` MYVT OPT /L KVLZU»[ ^HU[ OPZ UHTL H[[HJOLK [V HU` TVYL
TPZYLWYLZLU[H[PVUZVMOPZ[LHJOPUN

| 2 THESSALONIANS |

P

aul, Silas and Timothy,
1
To the church of the Thessa lonians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ:
1
Grace and peace to you from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
3
3
3
e ought always to thank God for you, brothers and sisters, and right ly
so, because your faith is grow ing more and more, and the love all of
you have for one another is increasing. Therefore, among God’s churches
we boast about your perseverance and faith in all the persecutions and trials you are enduring.
All this is ev idence that God’s judg ment is right, and as a result you will
be counted wor thy of the kingdom of God, for which you are suf fering. God
is just: He will pay back trouble to those who trouble you and give relief to
you who are troubled, and to us as well. This will happen when the Lord
Jesus is revealed from heaven in blazing fire with his powerful angels. He
will punish those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our
Lord Jesus. They will be punished with everlast ing destruction and shut out
from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might on the day
he comes to be glori fied in his holy people and to be mar veled at among
all those who have believed. This includes you, because you believed our
testimony to you.
With this in mind, we constant ly pray for you, that our God may make
you wor thy of his call ing, and that by his power he may bring to fru ition
your every desire for goodness and your every deed prompted by faith. We
pray this so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you
in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.

W
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1
Concern ing the com ing of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered
to him, we ask you, brothers and sisters, not to become easily unset tled or
alarmed by the teaching alleged ly from us — whether by a prophecy or by
word of mouth or by let ter — assert ing that the day of the Lord has already
come. Don’t let anyone deceive you in any way, for that day will not come
until the rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the man
doomed to destruction. He will oppose and will exalt himself over everything that is called God or is worshiped, so that he sets himself up in God’s
temple, proclaiming himself to be God.
Don’t you remember that when I was with you I used to tell you these
things? And now you know what is hold ing him back, so that he may be
revealed at the proper time. For the secret power of lawlessness is already
at work; but the one who now holds it back will continue to do so till he is
taken out of the way. And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the
Lord Jesus will over throw with the breath of his mouth and destroy by the
splendor of his coming. The coming of the lawless one will be in accordance
with how Satan works. He will use all sorts of displays of power through
signs and wonders that serve the lie, and all the ways that wickedness deceives those who are per ishing. They per ish because they refused to love
the truth and so be saved. For this reason God sends them a powerful delusion so that they will believe the lie and so that all will be condemned who
have not believed the truth but have delighted in wickedness.
1
But we ought always to thank God for you, brothers and sisters loved by the
Lord, because God chose you as first fruits to be saved through the sanctify ing work of the Spir it and through belief in the truth. He called you to
this through our gospel, that you might share in the glory of our Lord Jesus
Christ.
So then, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold fast to the teachings
we passed on to you, whether by word of mouth or by let ter.
1
May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by
his grace gave us eternal encouragement and good hope, encourage your
hearts and strengthen you in every good deed and word.
2
2
As for other matters, brothers and sisters, pray for us that the message of the
Lord may spread rapid ly and be honored, just as it was with you. And pray
that we may be delivered from wicked and evil people, for not everyone
has faith. But the Lord is faith ful, and he will strengthen you and protect
you from the evil one. We have confidence in the Lord that you are doing

2:1–3:4
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and will continue to do the things we command. May the Lord direct your
hearts into God’s love and Christ’s perseverance.
1
In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we command you, brothers and sisters, to keep away from every believer who is idle and disruptive and does
not live according to the teaching you received from us. For you yourselves
know how you ought to follow our example. We were not idle when we were
with you, nor did we eat anyone’s food without pay ing for it. On the contrary, we worked night and day, laboring and toiling so that we would not
be a burden to any of you. We did this, not because we do not have the right
to such help, but in order to of fer ourselves as a model for you to im itate.
For even when we were with you, we gave you this rule: “The one who is
unwilling to work shall not eat.”
We hear that some among you are idle and disruptive. They are not
busy; they are busybodies. Such people we command and urge in the Lord
Jesus Christ to settle down and earn the food they eat. And as for you, brothers and sisters, never tire of doing what is good.
Take special note of anyone who does not obey our instruction in this
let ter. Do not associate with them, in order that they may feel ashamed.
Yet do not regard them as an enemy, but warn them as you would a fellow
believer.
3
3
3
ow may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times and in
every way. The Lord be with all of you.
I, Paul, write this greet ing in my own hand, which is the distinguishing
mark in all my let ters. This is how I write.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.

N
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