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INVITATION TO

1 CORINTHIANS

The book of Acts describes how Paul, Silas and Timothy brought the good news about
1LZ\Z[OL4LZZPHO[V4HJLKVUPHUVY[OLYU.YLLJLHUK[OLUOHK[VÅLL[V(JOHPH
(southern Greece) for their own safety (see p. 83). From Athens Paul sent two letters of
encouragement and instruction to the believers he’d left behind in Thessalonica (see
pp. 103–115). He then traveled to Corinth, a wealthy and cosmopolitan commercial
center. Many people became followers of Jesus there, and he stayed for a year and
a half to teach them. But Paul understood that his primary mission was to bring the
good news about Jesus to places where it had never been heard before. So he reported
back to the Christian leaders in Jerusalem and Antioch, then set out again. Beginning
around AD 53 he settled for two years in Ephesus. And since that city was right
across the Aegean Sea from Corinth, he was able to continue advising the Corinthian
believers through letters and visits.
The Corinthians wrote to Paul, in a letter we no longer have, to ask him some
questions and defend some of their practices.
: They’d adopted the common Greek idea that the physical world is bad, so they
wanted to free the human spirit from the body. One way they were trying to do
this was by denying the body its pleasures. They didn’t think that husbands and
wives should have sexual relations with each other, and they were encouraging
engaged couples not to get married. They asked Paul’s advice about this.
: The desire to free the spirit from the body also led some of the Corinthians to
deny the resurrection. In their letter they challenged Paul to provide details of the
resurrection if he wanted them to believe in it.
: Some of them also wanted to keep attending ceremonial meals held in honor
of pagan gods. They argued that their participation in these meals was spiritually
harmless because these weren’t real gods.
: The Corinthians had also learned that God can give the ability to speak in
tongues[OH[PZ[VZWLHRHUV[OLYSHUN\HNL^P[OV\[OH]PUN[VZ[\K`P[ÄYZ[;OL`
were eager to receive this gift and use it in their worship. But they were confused
when some of their members began saying things like Jesus be cursed.
: Finally, they asked Paul how to take a collection to assist the poor, and how
they could be sure this offering would really reach those it was intended to help.
Stephanas, Fortunas and Achaicus, three members of the community of Jesusfollowers in Corinth, carried this letter over to Paul. Around the same time, servants of
an Ephesian woman named Chloe returned from doing some business in Corinth and
told Paul about additional problems.
: For one thing, the community of Jesus-followers was dividing into factions
devoted to one or another of the early Christian leaders. These factions were
modeled after the exclusive schools that gathered around philosophers of the day.
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: The Corinthians had apparently misunderstood or misapplied Paul’s earlier advice
about how to deal with people in their community who were living immoral lives.
: Chloe’s servants also reported that the Corinthians were taking one another to
court in lawsuits;
: that there was a dispute in the church about wearing headcoverings in worship;
: and that when the community gathered for the Lord’s Supper, which was
supposed to be a shared meal, the rich were eating by themselves, leaving the
poor to go hungry.
Paul addresses all of these matters in the letter we know as 1 Corinthians. This
letter gives us a glimpse into what life was like in a community of believers twenty
years after Jesus’ resurrection. At the same time, it contains practical advice that’s still
of great value for communities and believers today. It shows an early Christian leader
teaching, correcting, challenging and even pleading with the friends he’s brought
to the faith, trying to help them consistently follow the new way of life that Jesus
introduced.
Paul tells these believers that this world in its present form is passing away, but
they can still give themselves fully to the work of the Lord, knowing that their labor in
the Lord is not in vain. The coming resurrection of the dead, and the new world it will
introduce, will show the value of all their current efforts. Paul’s practical teaching on
how to consistently embody the new life of God’s kingdom during a particular scene
in the biblical drama gives us great insight as we seek to take up our own roles today.
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P

aul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our
brother Sosthenes,

1
To the church of God in Cor inth, to those sancti fied in Christ Jesus and
called to be his holy people, together with all those every where who call on
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ — their Lord and ours:
1
Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
3
3
3
always thank my God for you because of his grace given you in Christ
Jesus. For in him you have been enriched in every way — with all kinds
of speech and with all knowledge — God thus con firm ing our testi mony
about Christ among you. Therefore you do not lack any spiritual gift as you
eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed. He will also keep you
firm to the end, so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus
Christ. God is faith ful, who has called you into fel lowship with his Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.
2
2
I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that all of you agree with one another in what you say and that there be no
divisions among you, but that you be perfect ly united in mind and thought.
My brothers and sisters, some from Chloe’s household have informed me
that there are quar rels among you. What I mean is this: One of you says,
“I follow Paul”; another, “I follow Apollos”; another, “I follow Cephas”; still
another, “I follow Christ.”
Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Were you baptized in the
name of Paul? I thank God that I did not baptize any of you except Crispus
and Ga ius, so no one can say that you were baptized in my name. (Yes, I

I
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also baptized the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I don’t remember if
I baptized anyone else.) For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach
the gospel — not with wisdom and eloquence, lest the cross of Christ be
emptied of its power.
For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing,
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is writ ten:
“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise;
the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.”
Where is the wise person? Where is the teacher of the law? Where is
the phi losopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the
world? For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not
know him, God was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached
to save those who believe. Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom,
but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to
Gentiles, but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ
the power of God and the wisdom of God. For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the weak ness of God is stronger than human
strength.
Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. Not
many of you were wise by hu man standards; not many were in fluential;
not many were of noble birth. But God chose the foolish things of the world
to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the
strong. God chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things —
and the things that are not — to nul lify the things that are, so that no one
may boast before him. It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who
has become for us wisdom from God — that is, our righteousness, holiness
and redemption. Therefore, as it is writ ten: “Let the one who boasts boast
in the Lord.”
And so it was with me, brothers and sisters. When I came to you, I did
not come with eloquence or human wisdom as I proclaimed to you the testimony about God. For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. I came to you in weak ness with great
fear and trembling. My message and my preaching were not with wise and
persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spir it’s power, so that
your faith might not rest on human wisdom, but on God’s power.
We do, however, speak a message of wisdom among the mature, but
not the wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are com ing to
nothing. No, we declare God’s wisdom, a mystery that has been hidden and
that God destined for our glory before time began. None of the rulers of this
age understood it, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of
glory. However, as it is writ ten:
1:17–2:9
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“What no eye has seen,
what no ear has heard,
and what no human mind has conceived” —
the things God has prepared for those who love him —
these are the things God has revealed to us by his Spirit.
The Spir it searches all things, even the deep things of God. For who
knows a person’s thoughts except their own spirit within them? In the same
way no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spir it of God. What we
have received is not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God,
so that we may understand what God has freely given us. This is what we
speak, not in words taught us by hu man wisdom but in words taught by
the Spirit, ex plaining spiritual realities with Spirit-taught words. The person without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit
of God but considers them foolish ness, and can not understand them because they are discerned only through the Spirit. The person with the Spirit
makes judg ments about all things, but such a person is not subject to merely human judg ments, for,
“Who has known the mind of the Lord
so as to instruct him?”
But we have the mind of Christ.
1
Brothers and sisters, I could not address you as people who live by the Spirit
but as people who are still world ly — mere in fants in Christ. I gave you
milk, not solid food, for you were not yet ready for it. Indeed, you are still
not ready. You are still world ly. For since there is jealousy and quar reling
among you, are you not world ly? Are you not act ing like mere humans? For
when one says, “I follow Paul,” and another, “I follow Apollos,” are you not
mere human beings?
What, af ter all, is Apol los? And what is Paul? Only ser vants, through
whom you came to believe — as the Lord has assigned to each his task. I
planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God has been mak ing it grow. So
neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is any thing, but only
God, who makes things grow. The one who plants and the one who waters
have one pur pose, and they will each be rewarded according to their own
labor. For we are co-workers in God’s ser vice; you are God’s field, God’s
building.
By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as a wise builder, and
someone else is building on it. But each one should build with care. For no
one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus
Christ. If anyone builds on this foundation using gold, silver, cost ly stones,
wood, hay or straw, their work will be shown for what it is, because the Day
2:10–3:13
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will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the
quality of each person’s work. If what has been built sur vives, the builder
will receive a reward. If it is burned up, the builder will suf fer loss but yet
will be saved — even though only as one escaping through the flames.
Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s
Spir it dwells in your midst? If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy that person; for God’s temple is sacred, and you together are that
temple.
Do not deceive yourselves. If any of you think you are wise by the standards of this age, you should become “fools” so that you may become wise.
For the wisdom of this world is foolishness in God’s sight. As it is writ ten:
“He catches the wise in their craft iness”; and again, “The Lord knows that
the thoughts of the wise are futile.” So then, no more boast ing about human leaders! All things are yours, whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the
world or life or death or the present or the future — all are yours, and you
are of Christ, and Christ is of God.
1
This, then, is how you ought to regard us: as ser vants of Christ and as those
entrusted with the myster ies God has revealed. Now it is required that
those who have been given a trust must prove faithful. I care very lit tle if I
am judged by you or by any human court; indeed, I do not even judge myself. My conscience is clear, but that does not make me innocent. It is the
Lord who judges me. Therefore judge nothing before the appointed time;
wait until the Lord comes. He will bring to light what is hidden in dark ness
and will ex pose the motives of the heart. At that time each will receive their
praise from God.
Now, brothers and sisters, I have applied these things to myself and
Apollos for your benefit, so that you may learn from us the meaning of the
say ing, “Do not go beyond what is writ ten.” Then you will not be puffed up
in being a follower of one of us over against the other. For who makes you
dif ferent from anyone else? What do you have that you did not receive? And
if you did receive it, why do you boast as though you did not?
Already you have all you want! Already you have become rich! You have
begun to reign — and that without us! How I wish that you really had begun
to reign so that we also might reign with you! For it seems to me that God
has put us apostles on display at the end of the procession, like those condemned to die in the arena. We have been made a spectacle to the whole
universe, to angels as well as to human beings. We are fools for Christ, but
you are so wise in Christ! We are weak, but you are strong! You are honored,
we are dishonored! To this very hour we go hungry and thirsty, we are in
rags, we are brutally treated, we are homeless. We work hard with our own
hands. When we are cursed, we bless; when we are persecuted, we endure
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it; when we are slandered, we answer kind ly. We have become the scum of
the earth, the garbage of the world — right up to this moment.
1
I am writ ing this not to shame you but to warn you as my dear children.
Even if you had ten thousand guard ians in Christ, you do not have many
fathers, for in Christ Jesus I became your father through the gospel. Therefore I urge you to imitate me. For this reason I have sent to you Timothy, my
son whom I love, who is faithful in the Lord. He will remind you of my way
of life in Christ Jesus, which agrees with what I teach every where in every
church.
Some of you have become arrogant, as if I were not coming to you. But
I will come to you very soon, if the Lord is willing, and then I will find out
not only how these arrogant people are talk ing, but what power they have.
For the kingdom of God is not a mat ter of talk but of power. What do you
prefer? Shall I come to you with a rod of discipline, or shall I come in love
and with a gentle spirit?
2
2
It is actually reported that there is sex ual immorality among you, and of a
kind that even pagans do not tolerate: A man is sleeping with his father’s
wife. And you are proud! Shouldn’t you rather have gone into mourn ing
and have put out of your fellowship the man who has been doing this? For
my part, even though I am not physical ly present, I am with you in spir it.
As one who is present with you in this way, I have already passed judg ment
in the name of our Lord Jesus on the one who has been doing this. So when
you are assembled and I am with you in spir it, and the power of our Lord
Jesus is present, hand this man over to Satan for the destruction of the flesh,
so that his spirit may be saved on the day of the Lord.
Your boast ing is not good. Don’t you know that a lit tle yeast leavens
the whole batch of dough? Get rid of the old yeast, so that you may be a new
un leavened batch — as you real ly are. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has
been sacrificed. Therefore let us keep the Festival, not with the old bread
leavened with mal ice and wicked ness, but with the un leavened bread of
sincerity and truth.
I wrote to you in my let ter not to associate with sex ually immoral people — not at all meaning the people of this world who are immoral, or the
greedy and swindlers, or idolaters. In that case you would have to leave this
world. But now I am writ ing to you that you must not associate with anyone who claims to be a brother or sister but is sex ually immoral or greedy,
an idolater or slanderer, a drunkard or swindler. Do not even eat with such
people.
What business is it of mine to judge those outside the church? Are you
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not to judge those inside? God will judge those outside. “Ex pel the wicked
person from among you.”
2
2
If any of you has a dispute with another, do you dare to take it before the
ungod ly for judg ment instead of before the Lord’s people? Or do you not
know that the Lord’s people will judge the world? And if you are to judge
the world, are you not competent to judge triv ial cases? Do you not know
that we will judge angels? How much more the things of this life! Therefore, if you have disputes about such mat ters, do you ask for a ruling from
those whose way of life is scorned in the church? I say this to shame you. Is
it possible that there is nobody among you wise enough to judge a dispute
between believers? But instead, one brother takes another to court — and
this in front of unbelievers!
The very fact that you have lawsuits among you means you have been
completely defeated already. Why not rather be wronged? Why not rather
be cheated? Instead, you yourselves cheat and do wrong, and you do this to
your brothers and sisters. Or do you not know that wrongdoers will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sex ually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor men who have sex with men nor thieves
nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the
kingdom of God. And that is what some of you were. But you were washed,
you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ
and by the Spirit of our God.
2
2
“I have the right to do any thing,” you say — but not every thing is beneficial.
“I have the right to do any thing” — but I will not be mastered by any thing.
You say, “Food for the stomach and the stomach for food, and God will destroy them both.” The body, however, is not meant for sex ual im moral ity
but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. By his power God raised the
Lord from the dead, and he will raise us also. Do you not know that your
bod ies are members of Christ himself ? Shall I then take the members of
Christ and unite them with a prostitute? Never! Do you not know that he
who unites himself with a prostitute is one with her in body? For it is said,
“The two will become one flesh.” But whoever is united with the Lord is one
with him in spirit.
Flee from sex ual immorality. All other sins a person commits are outside the body, but whoever sins sex ual ly, sins against their own body. Do
you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you,
whom you have received from God? You are not your own; you were bought
at a price. Therefore honor God with your bodies.

5:13–6:20
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2
2
Now for the mat ters you wrote about: “It is good for a man not to have sex ual relations with a woman.” But since sex ual immorality is occurring, each
man should have sex ual relations with his own wife, and each woman with
her own husband. The husband should fulfill his marital duty to his wife,
and likewise the wife to her husband. The wife does not have authority over
her own body but yields it to her husband. In the same way, the husband
does not have authority over his own body but yields it to his wife. Do not
deprive each other except perhaps by mutual consent and for a time, so
that you may devote yourselves to prayer. Then come together again so that
Satan will not tempt you because of your lack of self-control. I say this as a
concession, not as a command. I wish that all of you were as I am. But each
of you has your own gift from God; one has this gift, another has that.
2
2
Now to the unmarried and the widows I say: It is good for them to stay unmarried, as I do. But if they cannot control themselves, they should marry,
for it is bet ter to marry than to burn with passion.
To the married I give this command (not I, but the Lord): A wife must
not sepa rate from her husband. But if she does, she must remain un married or else be reconciled to her husband. And a husband must not divorce
his wife.
To the rest I say this (I, not the Lord): If any brother has a wife who is
not a believer and she is willing to live with him, he must not divorce her.
And if a woman has a husband who is not a believer and he is will ing to
live with her, she must not divorce him. For the unbeliev ing husband has
been sanctified through his wife, and the unbeliev ing wife has been sancti fied through her believ ing husband. Other wise your children would be
unclean, but as it is, they are holy.
But if the unbeliever leaves, let it be so. The brother or the sister is not
bound in such circumstances; God has called us to live in peace. How do
you know, wife, whether you will save your husband? Or, how do you know,
husband, whether you will save your wife?
Never theless, each person should live as a believer in whatever sit uation the Lord has assigned to them, just as God has called them. This is the
rule I lay down in all the churches. Was a man already circumcised when he
was called? He should not become uncircumcised. Was a man uncircumcised when he was called? He should not be circumcised. Circumcision is
nothing and uncircumcision is nothing. Keeping God’s commands is what
counts. Each person should remain in the sit uation they were in when God
called them.
Were you a slave when you were called? Don’t let it trouble you — al7:1–7:21
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though if you can gain your freedom, do so. For the one who was a slave
when called to faith in the Lord is the Lord’s freed person; similarly, the one
who was free when called is Christ’s slave. You were bought at a price; do
not become slaves of human beings. Brothers and sisters, each person, as
responsible to God, should remain in the sit uation they were in when God
called them.
2
2
Now about virgins: I have no com mand from the Lord, but I give a judgment as one who by the Lord’s mercy is trust wor thy. Because of the present
crisis, I think that it is good for a man to remain as he is. Are you pledged
to a woman? Do not seek to be released. Are you free from such a commitment? Do not look for a wife. But if you do marry, you have not sinned; and
if a virgin marries, she has not sinned. But those who marry will face many
troubles in this life, and I want to spare you this.
What I mean, brothers and sisters, is that the time is short. From now
on those who have wives should live as if they do not; those who mourn,
as if they did not; those who are happy, as if they were not; those who buy
something, as if it were not theirs to keep; those who use the things of the
world, as if not engrossed in them. For this world in its present form is passing away.
I would like you to be free from concern. An un mar ried man is concerned about the Lord’s af fairs — how he can please the Lord. But a married man is concerned about the af fairs of this world — how he can please
his wife — and his interests are divided. An unmarried woman or virgin is
concerned about the Lord’s af fairs: Her aim is to be devoted to the Lord in
both body and spirit. But a married woman is concerned about the af fairs
of this world — how she can please her husband. I am say ing this for your
own good, not to restrict you, but that you may live in a right way in undivided devotion to the Lord.
If anyone is worried that he might not be act ing honorably toward the
virgin he is engaged to, and if his passions are too strong and he feels he
ought to marry, he should do as he wants. He is not sinning. They should get
married. But the man who has set tled the mat ter in his own mind, who is
under no compulsion but has control over his own will, and who has made
up his mind not to mar ry the virgin — this man also does the right thing.
So then, he who marries the virgin does right, but he who does not marry
her does bet ter.
A woman is bound to her husband as long as he lives. But if her husband dies, she is free to mar ry anyone she wishes, but he must belong to
the Lord. In my judg ment, she is happier if she stays as she is — and I think
that I too have the Spirit of God.
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