Creation, Life and Beauty,
undone by death and wrongdoing,
regained by God’s surprising victory,

A S TOLD IN
THE BOOKS OF

THE NEW
TESTAMENT
NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION ®

Call us today or visit us online to receive a free catalog featuring hundreds of
biblical resources priced for ministry.
Website: Biblica.com
E-mail: BiblicaDirectService@Biblica.com

Phone: 800-524-1588
Mail: 1820 Jet Stream Drive
Colorado Springs, CO 80921-3696

The Books of the Bible!"#$%&#!%'()*%+(#© 2011 by Biblica, Inc.!"
All rights reserved worldwide.
HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION, NIV,
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.!"
All rights reserved worldwide.
The Drama of the Bible Notes © 2011 by Biblica, Inc.!"
All rights reserved worldwide. No part of The Drama of the Bible Notes
may be reproduced without written consent of Biblica, Inc.!"
The NIV, text may be quoted in any form (written, visual, electronic or audio), up to and
LQFOXVLYHRIÀYHKXQGUHG  YHUVHVZLWKRXWH[SUHVVZULWWHQSHUPLVVLRQRIWKHSXEOLVKHU
providing the verses quoted do not amount to a complete book of the Bible, nor do the
YHUVHVTXRWHGDFFRXQWIRUWZHQW\ÀYH  SHUFHQWRUPRUHRIWKHWRWDOWH[WRIWKHZRUN
in which they are quoted. Permission requests that exceed the above guidelines must be
directed to, and approved in writing by, Biblica, Inc.!"
Notice of copyright must appear on the title or copyright page of the work as follows:
Scripture taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL
VERSION, NIV,. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.!"
Used by permission of Biblica, Inc.!" All rights reserved worldwide.
“NIV” and “New International Version” are trademarks registered in the
8QLWHG6WDWHV3DWHQWDQG7UDGHPDUN2IÀFHE\%LEOLFD,QF!"
When quotations from the NIV, are used in non-saleable media, such as church bulletins,
orders of service, posters, transparencies or similar media, a complete copyright notice is
not required but the initials (NIV,) must appear at the end of each quotation.

Biblica provides God’s Word to people through translation, publishing
and Bible engagement in Africa, Asia Pacific, Europe, Latin America,
Middle East, and North America. Through its worldwide reach, Biblica
engages people with God’s Word so that their lives are transformed
through a relationship with Jesus Christ.

(QJ171,9

,6%1


3ULQWHGLQ86$


INVITATION TO

GALATIANS

0[»ZKPMÄJ\S[[VRUV^L_HJ[S`^OLUHUK^OLYL7H\S^YV[LOPZSL[[LY[Vthe churches in
Galatia/LKVLZU»[ZH`^OLYLOL»Z^YP[PUNMYVTHZOLKVLZPUOPZSL[[LYZ[V;OLZZHSVUPJH
HUK*VYPU[O(UK^OPSLOLZH`ZOL»Z^YP[PUNVUILOHSMVMall the brothers and sisters
with meOLKVLZU»[ZH`^OV[OLZLIYV[OLYZHUKZPZ[LYZHYL4HU`PU[LYWYL[LYZILSPL]L
[OH[.HSH[PHUZTH`HJ[\HSS`IL[OLLHYSPLZ[VM7H\S»ZSL[[LYZ/V^L]LYP[Z[OLTLZHUK
SHUN\HNLHYLZVJSVZL[V[OLSL[[LYOLZLU[[V[OLJO\YJOPU9VTL[OH[P[»ZX\P[LWYVIHISL
.HSH[PHUZ^HZ^YP[[LUHIV\[[OLZHTL[PTLHZ9VTHUZ;OPZ^V\SKTLHUOL^YV[LP[
MYVT*VYPU[OHYV\UK(+VY^OPSLHYYHUNPUNMVY[OLJVSSLJ[PVU[VILZLU[[V[OL
WVVYPU1\KLH>OLU7H\S[LSSZ[OL.HSH[PHUZOL»ZILLUeager[Vremember the poor
HUK [OH[ [OL` ZOV\SK do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the
family of believersOLTH`ILYLMLYYPUN[V[OPZJVSSLJ[PVU

.HSH[PH^HZH9VTHUWYV]PUJLPUJLU[YHS(ZPH4PUVY;OLIVVRVM(J[ZYLWVY[Z
[OH[ 7H\S [YH]LSLK [OYV\NO [OPZ WYV]PUJL VU LHJO VM [OL [OYLL QV\YUL`Z OL THKL [V
ZWYLHK[OLNVVKUL^ZHIV\[1LZ\Z6UVULVM[OLZLVJJHZPVUZOLULLKLK[VZ[VWHUK
YLJ\WLYH[LMYVTHUPSSULZZHUKOLTL[[OLWLVWSLOLSH[LYZLU[[OPZSL[[LY[V(ZOL
YLTPUKZ[OLTP[^HZILJH\ZLVMHUPSSULZZ[OH[0ÄYZ[WYLHJOLK[OLNVZWLS[V`V\;OL
.HSH[PHUZ YLJLP]LK 7H\S ^HYTS` HUK JHYLK MVY OPT HUK [OYV\NO OPZ TLZZHNL [OL`
JHTL[VILSPL]LPU1LZ\Z

)\[ SH[LY ZVTL WLVWSL 7H\S JHSSZ agitators JHTL [V .HSH[PH HUK THKL ZVTL
\UZL[[SPUNJSHPTZ7H\SJVUZPZ[LU[S`[H\NO[[OH[.LU[PSLZUVU1L^ZKPKU»[OH]L[VRLLW
[OL 1L^PZO SH^ PU VYKLY [V IL 1LZ\ZMVSSV^LYZ )\[ [OLZL HNP[H[VYZ PUZPZ[LK [OH[ [OL
HWVZ[SLZ PU 1LY\ZHSLT [H\NO[ Q\Z[ [OL VWWVZP[L [OH[ .LU[PSLZ ^OV ILSPL]LK PU 1LZ\Z
OHK [V IL JPYJ\TJPZLK RLLW RVZOLY HUK VIZLY]L [OL :HIIH[O HUK HUU\HS 1L^PZO
MLZ[P]HSZ;OLHNP[H[VYZHSZVJSHPTLK[OH[7H\SPUZPZ[LKVU[OLZL[OPUNZLSZL^OLYLHUK
[OH[OL»KVUS`YLSH_LK[OLZLYLX\PYLTLU[ZMVY[OL.HSH[PHUZ[VNL[VU[OLPYNVVKZPKL0U
YLZWVUZL[V[OLZLJSHPTZ[OL.HSH[PHUZOHKHSYLHK`ILN\Uobserving special days and
months and seasons and yearsHUK[OL`^LYLJVUZPKLYPUNILPUNJPYJ\TJPZLK[VV

:V PU OPZ SL[[LY 7H\S ÄYZ[ OHZ [V HUZ^LY [OLZL JOHYNLZ HNHPUZ[ OPTZLSM /L [OLU
OHZ[VJVYYLJ[[OLPKLH[OH[JLY[HPU1L^PZOWYHJ[PJLZOH]L[VILHKKLK[V^OH[[OL`
HSYLHK`OH]L/LYLHMÄYTZ[OLJVYLTLZZHNL[OH[MHP[OPU[OL4LZZPHOPZ[OLIHZPZVM
TLTILYZOPWPU.VK»ZUL^JVTT\UP[`

7H\SJV\SKKLMLUKOPTZLSMI`HWWLHSPUN[V[OLHWVZ[SLZPU1LY\ZHSLTZPUJL[OLPY
TLZZHNLPZHJ[\HSS`[OLZHTLHZOPZ)\[OLKVLZU»[0UZ[LHKOLPUZPZ[Z[OH[the gospel
I preached^HZYLJLP]LKKPYLJ[S`by revelation from Jesus Christ7H\SL_WSHPUZ[OH[OL
YLHSS`OHK]LY`SP[[SLJVU[HJ[^P[O[OLHWVZ[SLZMVY[OLÄYZ[WHY[VMOPZTPUPZ[Y`)\[^OLU
OLÄUHSS`KPK]PZP[[OLT[VTHRLZ\YLOPZTLZZHNL^V\SKU»[ILJVU[LZ[LKL]LY`^OLYL
OL^LU[[OL`HMÄYTLKOPZ[LHJOPUNHUK^LSJVTLKOPTHZ[OLPYWHY[ULY)\[L]LUHM[LY
[OH[7H\S^HZU»[KLWLUKLU[VU[OLPYLUKVYZLTLU[6UJLOLW\ISPJS`YLI\RLK*LWOHZ
7L[LYVULVM[OLSLHKPUNHWVZ[SLZMVYIHJRPUNH^H`MYVT[OLPYZOHYLKTLZZHNL

(M[LYHKKYLZZPUN[OLJOHYNLZHNHPUZ[OPTZLSM7H\SWYVJLLKZ[VOPZTHPUHYN\TLU[
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^OPJOPZ[OH[.LU[PSLZ^OVILJVTLMVSSV^LYZVM1LZ\ZKVU»[ULLK[VILJPYJ\TJPZLK
VYRLLWV[OLYRL`WYV]PZPVUZVM[OLSH^/LILNPUZI`HZRPUN[OL.HSH[PHUZHIV\[[OLPY
V^UL_WLYPLUJL/LWVPU[ZV\[[OH[.VKZLU[[OLT[OL/VS`:WPYP[ILMVYL[OL`^LYL
L]LUJVUZPKLYPUN1L^PZOYLSPNPV\ZVIZLY]HUJLZ

7H\S[OLUTHRLZ[^VKPMMLYLU[HWWLHSZ[V[OLZ[VY`VM(IYHOHTPU[OL:JYPW[\YLZ
-PYZ[ OL UV[LZ [OH[ (IYHOHT [OL ZV\YJL VM ZWPYP[\HS ISLZZPUNZ MVY IV[O 1L^Z HUK
.LU[PSLZ believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness;OPZ ^HZ 
`LHYZ ILMVYL [OL SH^ ^HZ NP]LU [V 4VZLZ .VK WYVTPZLK(IYHOHT [OH[ all nations
TLHUPUN.LU[PSLZSPRL[OL.HSH[PHUZ^V\SKILISLZZLK[OYV\NOOPT;OLPTWSPJH[PVUPZ
[OH[those who rely on faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith;OLUL^
^VYSK^PKLMHTPS`^OPJOOHKILLUWYVTPZLK[V(IYHOHTPZJYLH[LKI`MHP[OPU4LZZPHO
1LZ\ZUV[I`RLLWPUN[OLSH^;OLIPISPJHSKYHTHOHKILLUWVPU[PUN[V[OPZHSSHSVUN

7H\SL_WSHPUZ[OH[OL»ZTHRPUNOPZZLJVUKHWWLHSÄN\YH[P]LS`\ZPUNJOHYHJ[LYZHUK
L]LU[ZPU(IYHOHT»ZZ[VY`[VYLWYLZLU[ZWPYP[\HSYLHSP[PLZ/LVIZLY]LZ[OH[(IYHOHTOHK
[^VZVUZI\[VUS`VUL^HZ[Vshare in the inheritance;OPZ^HZ0ZHHJ[OLZVUIVYUPU
MYLLKVT^OVZ`TIVSPaLZILPUNQ\Z[PÄLKI`MHP[O0ZOTHLS[OLV[OLYZVU^HZIVYUPU[V
ZSH]LY`HUKYLWYLZLU[Z[Y`PUN[VILQ\Z[PÄLKI`[OLSH^0M`V\YLHSS`^HU[[VILPUJS\KLK
PU [OL ISLZZPUNZ [OH[ .VK WYVTPZLK [V(IYHOHT HUK OPZ KLZJLUKHU[Z 7H\S [LSSZ [OL
.HSH[PHUZZ[HUKÄYTPUMHP[O and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke
of slavery [OLSH^

0U[OLTPKZ[VM[OLZLHYN\TLU[Z7H\SIYLHRZVMM[^PJL[VHWWLHSKPYLJ[S`[V[OL
.HSH[PHUZVU[OLIHZPZVMOPZYLSH[PVUZOPW^P[O[OLTI plead with you, brothers and
sisters . . . you were running a good race/L»Z^YP[PUN[VWLVWSL^OVVUJL[VVRJHYL
VMOPT^OLUOL^HZPSS/LJHYLZHIV\[[OLTKLLWS`HUKP[NYPL]LZOPT[VZLUK[OLT
Z\JOHZ[YVUNS`^VYKLKSL[[LYVMJVYYLJ[PVU

6UJL OL»Z LZ[HISPZOLK [OH[ .LU[PSL ILSPL]LYZ KVU»[ ULLK [V IL JPYJ\TJPZLK VY
MVSSV^ [OL 1L^PZO SH^ 7H\S OHZ [V HKKYLZZ VUL TVYL JVUJLYU 0M WLVWSL KVU»[ OH]L
[OL SH^ [V YLZ[YHPU [OLT ^OH[»Z [V RLLW [OLT MYVT Y\UUPUN ^PSK& /L L_WSHPUZ [OH[
[OL/VS`:WPYP[SP]LZPUZPKL[OLILSPL]LYZNP]PUN[OLT[OLWV^LYHUK[OLKLZPYL[VSP]L
HZ.VK^PZOLZ0UZ[LHKVML_[LYUHSYLZ[YHPU[[OLYL^PSSILPUULY[YHUZMVYTH[PVU7H\S
JVUJS\KLZOPZTHPUHYN\TLU[I`KLZJYPIPUN^OH[[OPZ[YHUZMVYTH[PVUZOV\SKSVVRSPRL
/LKLZJYPILZ[OLJOHYHJ[LYX\HSP[PLZ[OH[THRL\W[OLfruit of the SpiritHUKOV^[OLZL
X\HSP[PLZZOV\SKILSP]LKV\[PU[OLJVTT\UP[`VM1LZ\ZMVSSV^LYZ

7H\SLUKZ[OPZSL[[LYSPRLZVTLVMOPZV[OLYZ^P[OHNYLL[PUNPUOPZV^UOHUK^YP[PUN
;OPZ NP]LZ OPT [OL VWWVY[\UP[` [V YLWLH[ OPZ THPU [OLTL! Neither circumcision nor
uncircumcision means anything; what counts is the new creation.

| G A L AT I A N S |

P

aul, an apostle — sent not from men nor by a man, but by Jesus Christ
and God the Father, who raised him from the dead — and all the brothers and sisters with me,
1
To the churches in Ga latia:
1
Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, who
gave himself for our sins to rescue us from the present evil age, according to
the will of our God and Father, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.
3
3
3
am astonished that you are so quick ly desert ing the one who called you
to live in the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel — which
is really no gospel at all. Ev ident ly some people are throw ing you into confusion and are try ing to per vert the gospel of Christ. But even if we or an
angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we preached
to you, let them be under God’s curse! As we have already said, so now I say
again: If anybody is preaching to you a gospel other than what you accepted, let them be under God’s curse!
Am I now try ing to win the approval of hu man beings, or of God? Or
am I try ing to please people? If I were still try ing to please people, I would
not be a ser vant of Christ.
1
I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that the gospel I preached is not of
human origin. I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it; rather,
I received it by revelation from Jesus Christ.
For you have heard of my previous way of life in Judaism, how intensely
I persecuted the church of God and tried to destroy it. I was advancing in
Judaism beyond many of my own age among my people and was ex tremely
zealous for the traditions of my fathers. But when God, who set me apart

I

1:1–1:15
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from my mother’s womb and called me by his grace, was pleased to reveal
his Son in me so that I might preach him among the Gentiles, my immediate response was not to consult any human being. I did not go up to Jerusa lem to see those who were apostles before I was, but I went into Arabia.
Later I returned to Damascus.
Then af ter three years, I went up to Jerusa lem to get acquainted with
Cephas and stayed with him fif teen days. I saw none of the other apostles — only James, the Lord’s brother. I assure you before God that what I
am writ ing you is no lie.
Then I went to Syr ia and Ci licia. I was personal ly un known to the
churches of Judea that are in Christ. They only heard the report: “The man
who formerly persecuted us is now preaching the faith he once tried to destroy.” And they praised God because of me.
Then af ter four teen years, I went up again to Jerusa lem, this time with
Bar nabas. I took Titus along also. I went in response to a revelation and,
meet ing privately with those esteemed as leaders, I presented to them the
gospel that I preach among the Gentiles. I wanted to be sure I was not running and had not been running my race in vain. Yet not even Titus, who was
with me, was compelled to be circumcised, even though he was a Greek.
This mat ter arose because some false believers had infiltrated our ranks to
spy on the freedom we have in Christ Jesus and to make us slaves. We did
not give in to them for a moment, so that the truth of the gospel might be
preserved for you.
As for those who were held in high esteem — whatever they were makes
no dif ference to me; God does not show favor it ism — they added noth ing
to my message. On the contrary, they recog nized that I had been entrusted
with the task of preach ing the gospel to the uncircumcised, just as Peter
had been to the circumcised. For God, who was at work in Peter as an apostle to the circumcised, was also at work in me as an apostle to the Gentiles.
James, Cephas and John, those esteemed as pillars, gave me and Barnabas
the right hand of fel lowship when they recog nized the grace given to me.
They agreed that we should go to the Gentiles, and they to the circumcised.
All they asked was that we should continue to remember the poor, the very
thing I had been eager to do all along.
1
When Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he stood
condemned. For before cer tain men came from James, he used to eat with
the Gentiles. But when they ar rived, he began to draw back and sepa rate
himself from the Gentiles because he was afraid of those who belonged to
the circumcision group. The other Jews joined him in his hy pocrisy, so that
by their hy pocrisy even Barnabas was led astray.
When I saw that they were not act ing in line with the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas in front of them all, “You are a Jew, yet you live like a
1:16–2:14
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Gentile and not like a Jew. How is it, then, that you force Gentiles to follow
Jew ish customs?
“We who are Jews by birth and not sinful Gentiles know that a person
is not justified by the works of the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So we,
too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in
Christ and not by the works of the law, because by the works of the law no
one will be justified.
“But if, in seek ing to be justified in Christ, we Jews find ourselves also
among the sinners, doesn’t that mean that Christ promotes sin? Absolutely
not! If I rebuild what I destroyed, then I really would be a lawbreaker.
“For through the law I died to the law so that I might live for God. I have
been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The
life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and
gave himself for me. I do not set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness
could be gained through the law, Christ died for nothing!”
2
2
You foolish Ga latians! Who has bewitched you? Before your very eyes Jesus
Christ was clearly portrayed as crucified. I would like to learn just one thing
from you: Did you receive the Spirit by the works of the law, or by believ ing
what you heard? Are you so foolish? Af ter beginning by means of the Spirit,
are you now try ing to finish by means of the flesh? Have you ex perienced
so much in vain — if it really was in vain? So again I ask, does God give you
his Spirit and work miracles among you by the works of the law, or by your
believ ing what you heard? So also Abraham “believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.”
Understand, then, that those who have faith are children of Abra ham.
Scripture foresaw that God would justi fy the Gentiles by faith, and announced the gospel in advance to Abra ham: “All nations will be blessed
through you.” So those who rely on faith are blessed along with Abra ham,
the man of faith.
For all who rely on the works of the law are under a curse, as it is written: “Cursed is everyone who does not continue to do every thing writ ten
in the Book of the Law.” Clearly no one who relies on the law is justi fied
before God, because “the righteous will live by faith.” The law is not based
on faith; on the contrary, it says, “The person who does these things will
live by them.” Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming
a curse for us, for it is writ ten: “Cursed is everyone who is hung on a pole.”
He redeemed us in order that the blessing given to Abra ham might come
to the Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so that by faith we might receive the
promise of the Spirit.
Brothers and sisters, let me take an ex ample from everyday life. Just
as no one can set aside or add to a human covenant that has been duly es2:15–3:15
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tablished, so it is in this case. The promises were spoken to Abra ham and
to his seed. Scripture does not say “and to seeds,” meaning many people,
but “and to your seed,” mean ing one person, who is Christ. What I mean
is this: The law, introduced 430 years later, does not set aside the covenant
previously established by God and thus do away with the promise. For if the
inheritance depends on the law, then it no longer depends on the promise;
but God in his grace gave it to Abra ham through a promise.
Why, then, was the law given at all? It was added because of transgressions until the Seed to whom the promise referred had come. The law was
given through angels and entrusted to a mediator. A mediator, however,
implies more than one par ty; but God is one.
Is the law, therefore, opposed to the promises of God? Absolutely not!
For if a law had been given that could impart life, then righteousness would
cer tainly have come by the law. But Scripture has locked up every thing under the control of sin, so that what was promised, being given through faith
in Jesus Christ, might be given to those who believe.
Before the coming of this faith, we were held in custody under the law,
locked up until the faith that was to come would be revealed. So the law was
our guardian until Christ came that we might be justified by faith. Now that
this faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian.
So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, for all of
you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.
There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male
and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. If you belong to Christ, then
you are Abra ham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.
What I am say ing is that as long as an heir is underage, he is no dif ferent from a slave, although he owns the whole estate. The heir is subject to
guard ians and trustees until the time set by his father. So also, when we
were underage, we were in slavery under the elemental spir itual forces of
the world. But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of
a woman, born under the law, to redeem those under the law, that we might
receive adoption to sonship. Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit
of his Son into our hearts, the Spir it who calls out, “Abba, Father.” So you
are no longer a slave, but God’s child; and since you are his child, God has
made you also an heir.
Formerly, when you did not know God, you were slaves to those who by
nature are not gods. But now that you know God — or rather are known by
God — how is it that you are turning back to those weak and miserable forces? Do you wish to be enslaved by them all over again? You are observ ing
special days and months and seasons and years! I fear for you, that somehow I have wasted my ef forts on you.
1
I plead with you, brothers and sisters, become like me, for I became like
3:16–4:12
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you. You did me no wrong. As you know, it was because of an illness that I
first preached the gospel to you, and even though my illness was a trial to
you, you did not treat me with contempt or scorn. Instead, you welcomed
me as if I were an angel of God, as if I were Christ Jesus himself. Where,
then, is your blessing of me now? I can testify that, if you could have done
so, you would have torn out your eyes and given them to me. Have I now
become your enemy by telling you the truth?
Those people are zealous to win you over, but for no good. What they
want is to alienate you from us, so that you may have zeal for them. It is fine
to be zealous, provided the pur pose is good, and to be so always, not just
when I am with you. My dear children, for whom I am again in the pains of
childbirth until Christ is formed in you, how I wish I could be with you now
and change my tone, because I am per plexed about you!
1
Tell me, you who want to be under the law, are you not aware of what the law
says? For it is writ ten that Abra ham had two sons, one by the slave woman
and the other by the free woman. His son by the slave woman was born according to the flesh, but his son by the free woman was born as the result
of a divine promise.
These things are being taken fig u ratively: The women represent two
covenants. One covenant is from Mount Sinai and bears children who are
to be slaves: This is Hagar. Now Hagar stands for Mount Sinai in Arabia and
corresponds to the present city of Jerusa lem, because she is in slavery with
her children. But the Jerusa lem that is above is free, and she is our mother.
For it is writ ten:
“Be glad, barren woman,
you who never bore a child;
shout for joy and cry aloud,
you who were never in labor;
because more are the children of the desolate woman
than of her who has a husband.”
Now you, brothers and sisters, like Isaac, are children of prom ise. At
that time the son born according to the flesh persecuted the son born by the
power of the Spirit. It is the same now. But what does Scripture say? “Get rid
of the slave woman and her son, for the slave woman’s son will never share
in the inheritance with the free woman’s son.” Therefore, brothers and sisters, we are not children of the slave woman, but of the free woman.
It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not
let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.
Mark my words! I, Paul, tell you that if you let yourselves be circumcised, Christ will be of no value to you at all. Again I declare to every man
4:13–5:3
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who lets himself be circumcised that he is obligated to obey the whole law.
You who are try ing to be justi fied by the law have been alienated from
Christ; you have fallen away from grace. For through the Spirit we eagerly
await by faith the righteousness for which we hope. For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has any value. The only thing that
counts is faith ex pressing itself through love.
1
You were running a good race. Who cut in on you to keep you from obey ing
the truth? That kind of persuasion does not come from the one who calls
you. “A lit tle yeast works through the whole batch of dough.” I am confident
in the Lord that you will take no other view. The one who is throw ing you
into confusion, whoever that may be, will have to pay the penalty. Brothers
and sisters, if I am still preaching circumcision, why am I still being persecuted? In that case the of fense of the cross has been abolished. As for those
ag itators, I wish they would go the whole way and emascu late themselves!
2
2
You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your
freedom to indulge the flesh; rather, serve one another humbly in love. For
the entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” If you bite and devour each other, watch out or you will be
destroyed by each other.
So I say, walk by the Spir it, and you will not grat ify the desires of the
flesh. For the flesh desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what
is contrary to the flesh. They are in conflict with each other, so that you are
not to do whatever you want. But if you are led by the Spir it, you are not
under the law.
The acts of the flesh are obvious: sex ual immorality, impurity and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage,
self ish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and
the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.
But the fruit of the Spir it is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kind ness,
good ness, faith ful ness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things
there is no law. Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh
with its passions and desires. Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step
with the Spirit. Let us not become conceited, provok ing and envy ing each
other.
1
Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a sin, you who live by the Spirit should restore that person gent ly. But watch yourselves, or you also may
be tempted. Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the
law of Christ. If anyone thinks they are something when they are not, they
5:4–6:3
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deceive themselves. Each one should test their own actions. Then they can
take pride in themselves alone, without comparing themselves to someone
else, for each one should car ry their own load. Never theless, the one who
receives instruction in the word should share all good things with their
instructor.
Do not be deceived: God can not be mocked. A man reaps what he
sows. Whoever sows to please their flesh, from the flesh will reap destruction; whoever sows to please the Spir it, from the Spir it will reap eter nal
life. Let us not become wea ry in doing good, for at the proper time we will
reap a har vest if we do not give up. Therefore, as we have oppor tu nity, let
us do good to all people, especial ly to those who belong to the fam i ly of
believers.
3
3
3
ee what large let ters I use as I write to you with my own hand!
Those who want to impress people by means of the flesh are try ing
to compel you to be circumcised. The only reason they do this is to avoid
being persecuted for the cross of Christ. Not even those who are circumcised keep the law, yet they want you to be circumcised that they may boast
about your circumcision in the flesh. May I never boast except in the cross
of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me,
and I to the world. Neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything; what counts is the new creation. Peace and mercy to all who follow
this rule — to the Israel of God.
From now on, let no one cause me trouble, for I bear on my body the
marks of Jesus.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spir it, brothers and
sisters. Amen.

S
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