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INVITATION TO

ROMANS

The book of Acts reports how all the Jews and Greeks who lived in the province of Asia
heard the word of the Lord during the two years Paul spent in Ephesus, the capital and
TVZ[PUÅ\LU[PHSJP[`PU[OH[WYV]PUJLZLLW:PUJL7H\SHUKV[OLYZOHKWYL]PV\ZS`
preached in the surrounding regions, the good news about Jesus had now been
WYVJSHPTLK[OYV\NOV\[[OLLU[PYLLHZ[LYUWHY[VM[OL9VTHU,TWPYL7H\S\UKLYZ[VVK[OH[
OPZWYPTHY`TPZZPVU^HZ[VIYPUN[OLTLZZHNLHIV\[1LZ\Z[VWSHJLZ^OLYLP[OHKUL]LY
ILLUOLHYKILMVYL:VOLILNHU[VTHRLWSHUZ[V[YH]LS[V[OL^LZ[LYUWHY[VM[OLLTWPYL
Paul knew there was already a strong community of Jesus-followers in Rome that
JV\SKWYV]PKLHIHZLVMVWLYH[PVUZMVYOPZ^LZ[LYU[YPW>OPSLOL^HZPU*VYPU[OHYYHUNPUN
MVY[OLKLSP]LY`VM[OLJVSSLJ[PVUHYV\UK(+VYOL^YV[L[V[OLTL_WSHPUPUN!
From Jerusalem all the way around to Illyricum, I have fully proclaimed the gospel of
Christ. It has always been my ambition to preach the gospel where Christ
was not known, so that I would not be building on someone else’s
foundation. . . . Now that there is no more place for me to work in these
regions, and since I have been longing for many years to visit you, I plan to do
so when I go to Spain. I hope to see you while passing through and to have
you assist me on my journey there, after I have enjoyed your company for a while.
But Paul had to do more than just ask for assistance, because the Roman church
^HZU»[ULJLZZHYPS`^PSSPUN[VOLSWOPT,]LU[OV\NOP[^HZTHKL\WVMIV[O1L^ZHUK
.LU[PSLZP[ZWHY[PJ\SHYMVJ\Z^HZVUIYPUNPUN[OLNVVKUL^ZHIV\[1LZ\Z[V1L^Z)\[
7H\S^HZ^LSSRUV^UHZHUHWVZ[SL[V[OL.LU[PSLZ(UKZVOLOHK[VTHRL[OLJHZLMVY
^O`[OPZJO\YJOZOV\SKZ\WWVY[OPT(^VTHUUHTLK7OVLILHSLHKLYPU[OLJO\YJO
VM*LUJOYLHLHZTHSSJP[`ULHY*VYPU[O^HZWSHUUPUN[V[YH]LS[V9VTLHUK[OPZNH]L
Paul the opportunity to send a letter with her asking the Romans to support his western
QV\YUL`

9VTHUZPZ[OLSVUNLZ[HUKTVZ[JVTWSL_VM7H\S»ZSL[[LYZI\[P[MVSSV^Z[OLZHTL
NLULYHSWH[[LYUHZ[OLV[OLYZ0[OHZHUVWLUPUNZLJ[PVU^OLYL7H\SPU[YVK\JLZOPTZLSM
HUK OPZ RL` TLZZHNL HUK H JSVZPUN ZLJ[PVU ^OLYL OL L_WSHPUZ OPZ [YH]LS WSHUZ HUK
ZLUKZ NYLL[PUNZ 0U IL[^LLU [OL THPU IVK` VM [OL SL[[LY OHZ [^V IHZPJ WHY[Z 3PRL
THU` VM 7H\S»Z V[OLY SL[[LYZ P[ ILNPUZ ^P[O H [LHJOPUN ZLJ[PVU 0[ [OLU LUKZ ^P[O H
WYHJ[PJHSZLJ[PVU[OH[KLZJYPILZOV^[OPZ[LHJOPUNZOV\SKILMVSSV^LKPUL]LY`KH`SPML
(ZOVY[ZVUNVMWYHPZL[V.VKJVTLZPUIL[^LLU[OLZL[^VWHY[ZHUKTHYRZ[OLKP]PZPVU
IL[^LLU[OLT
OpeninN:LJ[PVU!0U[YVK\J[PVUVM7H\SHUK/PZ4LZZHNLW
4HPU)VK`!WW¶
;LHJOPUN:LJ[PVUWW¶
:VUNVM7YHPZLW
7YHJ[PJHS:LJ[PVUWW¶
*SVZPUN:LJ[PVU!;YH]LS7SHUZHUK.YLL[PUNZWW¶
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 7H\S\ZLZOPZVWLUPUNZLSMPU[YVK\J[PVUHUK[OHURZNP]PUN[VZ[YLZZOPZTHPU[OLTL
namely, that the gospel . . . is the power of God that brings salvation to everyone
^OV ILSPL]LZ! ÄYZ[ [V [OL 1L^ [OLU [V [OL .LU[PSL Paul proclaims boldly that he is
an apostle, set apart to make the royal announcement about the Lordship of Jesus to
[OL^VYSKL]LU[V[OVZLPU[OLJHWP[HSJP[`VM[OL9VTHU,TWPYL7H\SPZJHSSPUN[OL
.LU[PSLZ[VMHP[OHUKVILKPLUJLPU[OLVUL[Y\L.VK.VK»ZWSHUMVY[OL^VYSKOHZILLU
YL]LHSLKPU[OLSPMLKLH[OHUKYLZ\YYLJ[PVUVMHKLZJLUKHU[VM[OLYLUV^ULK1L^PZO
RPUN+H]PK!1LZ\Z[OL4LZZPHO

;OL[LHJOPUNZLJ[PVUP[ZLSMPZKP]PKLKPU[V[OYLLWHY[ZI`[OL^H`7H\SHS[LYUH[LZ
IL[^LLU[^VHWWYVHJOLZ/LKL]LSVWZOPZHYN\TLU[MVYH[PTLHUK[OLUOL[HRLZH
Z[LW IHJR [V HKKYLZZ HU[PJPWH[LK X\LZ[PVUZ HUK VIQLJ[PVUZ;OPZ WH[[LYU PZ YLWLH[LK
[OYLL[PTLZ7H\SHS^H`ZHUZ^LYZVIQLJ[PVUZLTWOH[PJHSS`!¸5V[H[HSS¹¸)`UVTLHUZ¹
¸*LY[HPUS`UV[¹)\[OLPZU»[Q\Z[SVVRPUNIHJRVU[OLHYN\TLU[OL»ZKL]LSVWLKHUK
KLMLUKPUNP[/L»ZHJ[\HSS`\ZPUNOPZYLZWVUZLZ[VRLLWHK]HUJPUN[OLHYN\TLU[P[ZLSM

;OLÅV^VM[OPZWHY[VM[OLSL[[LYLJOVLZ[OL[OLTLZVM[OLHUJPLU[1L^PZOZ[VY`
VM ZSH]LY` HUK YLZJ\L >OLU 0ZYHLS (IYHOHT»Z KLZJLUKHU[Z MLSS PU[V JHW[P]P[` PU
,N`W[.VKJHTL[VZH]L[OLT/LNH]L[OLTOPZSH^HUKIYV\NO[[OLT[OYV\NO[OL
^PSKLYULZZHUKPU[V[OLPYV^UWYVTPZLKSHUKHZHUPUOLYP[HUJL5V^7H\SL_WSHPUZ
[OH[O\THUP[`PZPUZSH]LY`K\L[V[OLLU[YHUJLVMZPUHUKKLH[O[V[OL^VYSK)\[.VK
has come to rescue both Jews and Gentiles through the death and resurrection of
1LZ\Z(UL^^VYSK^PKLMHTPS`PZILPUNJYLH[LK)HW[PZTPU[V1LZ\ZIYLHRZ[OLWV^LY
VML]PSHUKIYPUNZMYLLKVT;OL/VS`:WPYP[SLHKZ[OL^H`PU[V[OPZUL^SPML[OH[^PSSIL
JVTWSL[LPUHUL^PUOLYP[HUJL·HYLKLLTLKJYLH[PVU

5L_[7H\SMHJLZ[OLKPMÄJ\S[X\LZ[PVUVM^O`THU`^P[OPU0ZYHLSP[ZLSMMHPS[VILSPL]L
PU1LZ\ZHZ[OL4LZZPHO>P[OPU[OLSHYNLYW\YWVZLZVM.VKP[[\YUZV\[[OH[0ZYHLS»Z
YLQLJ[PVUVM1LZ\ZOHZHJ[\HSS`IYV\NO[SPML[V[OLYLZ[VM[OL^VYSK)\[L]LUUV^[OL
VMMLYVM[OPZSPML[OYV\NO[OL4LZZPHOPZOLSKV\[[V[OL1L^Z

/H]PUN L_WSHPULK HUK KLMLUKLK OPZ [LHJOPUN HUK TPZZPVU 7H\S JVUJS\KLZ [OL
THPU IVK` VM [OL SL[[LY ^P[O H WYHJ[PJHS ZLJ[PVU /L JOHSSLUNLZ [OL 9VTHUZ [V SP]L
[OL RPUK VM UL^ SPML IV[O PUKP]PK\HSS` HUK PU JVTT\UP[` [OH[ ZOV^Z [OL`»]L ILLU
YLZ[VYLK[VMLSSV^ZOPW^P[O.VK[OYV\NO1LZ\Z*OYPZ[The night is nearly over; the day
is almost here—so it is time to put aside the deeds of darkness.
Paul ends this long letter by showing that the Jewish sacred writings always looked
HOLHK[V[OLPUJS\ZPVUVM[OL.LU[PSLZ/L[OLUZOHYLZOPZ[YH]LSWSHUZMVYTHSS`HZRZ
MVY[OLJO\YJO»ZZ\WWVY[HUKWHZZLZHSVUNNYLL[PUNZ[VHUKMYVTT\[\HSMYPLUKZ/L
JSVZLZ^P[OHÄUHS^PZO[OH[HSS[OL.LU[PSLZTPNO[JVTL[Vthe obedience that comes
from faithL_HJ[S`[OLWOYHZLOL\ZLZH[[OLZ[HY[VM[OPZSL[[LY[V[OLHZZLTIS`VM1LZ\Z
MVSSV^LYZSP]PUNKPYLJ[S`\UKLY[OLZOHKV^VM*HLZHY

| ROMANS |

P

aul, a ser vant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for
the gospel of God — the gospel he prom ised beforehand through his
prophets in the Holy Scriptures regarding his Son, who as to his earth ly life
was a descendant of David, and who through the Spirit of holiness was appointed the Son of God in power by his resur rection from the dead: Jesus
Christ our Lord. Through him we received grace and apostleship to call
all the Gentiles to the obedience that comes from faith for his name’s sake.
And you also are among those Gentiles who are called to belong to Jesus
Christ.
1
To all in Rome who are loved by God and called to be his holy people:
1
Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus
Christ.
3
3
3
irst, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your
faith is being reported all over the world. God, whom I serve in my spirit
in preaching the gospel of his Son, is my wit ness how constant ly I remember you in my prayers at all times; and I pray that now at last by God’s will
the way may be opened for me to come to you.
I long to see you so that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to make
you strong — that is, that you and I may be mutual ly encouraged by each
other’s faith. I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that I
planned many times to come to you (but have been prevented from doing
so until now) in order that I might have a har vest among you, just as I have
had among the other Gentiles.
I am obligated both to Greeks and non-Greeks, both to the wise and
the foolish. That is why I am so eager to preach the gospel also to you who
are in Rome.

F

1:1–1:15
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For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that
brings salvation to everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile. For in the gospel the righteousness of God is revealed — a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is writ ten: “The righteous will
live by faith.”
2
2
The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the god lessness and wicked ness of people, who suppress the truth by their wickedness, since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God
has made it plain to them. For since the creation of the world God’s invisible
qualities — his eternal power and divine nature — have been clearly seen,
being understood from what has been made, so that people are without
excuse.
For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave
thanks to him, but their think ing became futile and their fool ish hearts
were darkened. Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools and
exchanged the glory of the im mor tal God for images made to look like a
mor tal human being and birds and animals and reptiles.
Therefore God gave them over in the sin ful desires of their hearts to
sex ual impu rity for the degrad ing of their bod ies with one another. They
exchanged the truth about God for a lie, and worshiped and served created
things rather than the Creator — who is forever praised. Amen.
Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged nat ural sex ual relations for unnat ural ones. In the same way
the men also abandoned nat ural relations with women and were inflamed
with lust for one another. Men com mit ted shameful acts with other men,
and received in themselves the due penalty for their error.
Fur ther more, just as they did not think it worthwhile to retain the
knowledge of God, so God gave them over to a depraved mind, so that they
do what ought not to be done. They have become filled with every kind of
wickedness, evil, greed and deprav ity. They are full of envy, murder, strife,
deceit and mal ice. They are gossips, slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boast ful; they invent ways of doing evil; they disobey their parents; they have no understanding, no fidelity, no love, no mercy. Although
they know God’s righteous decree that those who do such things deserve
death, they not only continue to do these very things but also approve of
those who practice them.
1
You, therefore, have no excuse, you who pass judg ment on someone else,
for at whatever point you judge another, you are condemning yourself, because you who pass judg ment do the same things. Now we know that God’s
judg ment against those who do such things is based on truth. So when you,
1:16–2:3

02NT_Rom-Phm_TBoTB_2.indd 168

5/11/2011 6:53:21 PM

Romans | 169

a mere human being, pass judg ment on them and yet do the same things,
do you think you will escape God’s judg ment? Or do you show contempt
for the riches of his kindness, forbearance and patience, not realizing that
God’s kindness is intended to lead you to repentance?
But because of your stubbornness and your unrepentant heart, you are
storing up wrath against yourself for the day of God’s wrath, when his righteous judg ment will be revealed. God “will repay each person accord ing
to what they have done.” To those who by persistence in doing good seek
glory, honor and immor tality, he will give eternal life. But for those who are
self-seek ing and who reject the truth and fol low evil, there will be wrath
and anger. There will be trouble and distress for every human being who
does evil: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile; but glory, honor and peace
for everyone who does good: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. For God
does not show favorit ism.
All who sin apart from the law will also perish apart from the law, and
all who sin under the law will be judged by the law. For it is not those who
hear the law who are righteous in God’s sight, but it is those who obey the
law who will be declared righteous. (Indeed, when Gentiles, who do not
have the law, do by nature things required by the law, they are a law for
themselves, even though they do not have the law. They show that the requirements of the law are writ ten on their hearts, their consciences also
bearing wit ness, and their thoughts sometimes accusing them and at other
times even defending them.) This will take place on the day when God judges people’s secrets through Jesus Christ, as my gospel declares.
Now you, if you call yourself a Jew; if you rely on the law and boast
in God; if you know his will and approve of what is superior because you
are instructed by the law; if you are convinced that you are a guide for the
blind, a light for those who are in the dark, an instructor of the fool ish, a
teacher of lit tle children, because you have in the law the embodiment of
knowledge and truth — you, then, who teach others, do you not teach yourself ? You who preach against stealing, do you steal? You who say that people should not commit adultery, do you commit adultery? You who abhor
idols, do you rob temples? You who boast in the law, do you dishonor God
by break ing the law? As it is written: “God’s name is blasphemed among the
Gentiles because of you.”
Circumcision has value if you observe the law, but if you break the law,
you have become as though you had not been circumcised. So then, if those
who are not circumcised keep the law’s requirements, will they not be regarded as though they were circumcised? The one who is not circumcised
physically and yet obeys the law will condemn you who, even though you
have the writ ten code and circumcision, are a lawbreaker.
A person is not a Jew who is one only out ward ly, nor is circumcision
merely out ward and physical. No, a person is a Jew who is one inward ly;
2:4–2:29
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and circumcision is circumcision of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the written code. Such a person’s praise is not from other people, but from God.
1
What advantage, then, is there in being a Jew, or what value is there in circumcision? Much in every way! First of all, the Jews have been entrusted
with the very words of God.
What if some were unfaithful? Will their unfaithfulness nullify God’s
faithfulness? Not at all! Let God be true, and every human being a liar. As
it is writ ten:
“So that you may be proved right when you speak
and prevail when you judge.”
But if our unrighteousness brings out God’s righteousness more clearly, what shall we say? That God is unjust in bring ing his wrath on us? (I am
using a hu man argu ment.) Cer tain ly not! If that were so, how could God
judge the world? Someone might argue, “If my falsehood en hances God’s
truthfulness and so increases his glory, why am I still condemned as a sinner?” Why not say — as some slanderously claim that we say — “Let us do
evil that good may result”? Their condemnation is just!
1
What shall we conclude then? Do we have any advantage? Not at all! For we
have already made the charge that Jews and Gentiles alike are all under the
power of sin. As it is writ ten:
“There is no one righteous, not even one;
there is no one who understands;
there is no one who seeks God.
All have turned away,
they have together become worthless;
there is no one who does good,
not even one.”
“Their throats are open graves;
their tongues practice deceit.”
“The poison of vipers is on their lips.”
“Their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness.”
“Their feet are swift to shed blood;
ruin and misery mark their ways,
and the way of peace they do not know.”
“There is no fear of God before their eyes.”
Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world held
3:1–3:19
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accountable to God. Therefore no one will be declared righteous in God’s
sight by the works of the law; rather, through the law we become conscious
of our sin.
But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been made
known, to which the Law and the Prophets testi fy. This righteousness is
given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no dif ference
between Jew and Gentile, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God, and all are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that
came by Christ Jesus. God presented Christ as a sacri fice of atonement,
through the shedding of his blood — to be received by faith. He did this
to demonstrate his righteousness, because in his forbearance he had left
the sins commit ted beforehand unpunished — he did it to demonstrate his
righteousness at the present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies
those who have faith in Jesus.
Where, then, is boast ing? It is excluded. Because of what law? The law
that requires works? No, because of the law that requires faith. For we maintain that a person is justified by faith apart from the works of the law. Or is
God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles too? Yes, of Gentiles
too, since there is only one God, who will justify the circumcised by faith
and the uncircumcised through that same faith. Do we, then, nul li fy the
law by this faith? Not at all! Rather, we uphold the law.
1
What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh,
discovered in this matter? If, in fact, Abraham was justified by works, he had
something to boast about — but not before God. What does Scripture say?
“Abra ham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.”
Now to the one who works, wages are not cred ited as a gift but as an
obligation. However, to the one who does not work but trusts God who justi fies the ungod ly, their faith is cred ited as righteousness. David says the
same thing when he speaks of the blessed ness of the one to whom God
credits righteousness apart from works:
“Blessed are those
whose transgressions are forgiven,
whose sins are covered.
Blessed is the one
whose sin the Lord will never count against them.”
Is this blessedness only for the circumcised, or also for the uncircumcised? We have been say ing that Abra ham’s faith was cred ited to him as
righteousness. Under what circumstances was it credited? Was it af ter he
was circumcised, or before? It was not af ter, but before! And he received circumcision as a sign, a seal of the righteousness that he had by faith while
3:20–4:11
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he was still uncircumcised. So then, he is the father of all who believe but
have not been circumcised, in order that righteousness might be credited
to them. And he is then also the father of the circumcised who not only are
circumcised but who also follow in the footsteps of the faith that our father
Abra ham had before he was circumcised.
It was not through the law that Abra ham and his offspring received
the promise that he would be heir of the world, but through the righteousness that comes by faith. For if those who depend on the law are heirs, faith
means nothing and the promise is worthless, because the law brings wrath.
And where there is no law there is no transgression.
Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and
may be guaranteed to all Abra ham’s offspring — not only to those who are
of the law but also to those who have the faith of Abra ham. He is the father
of us all. As it is writ ten: “I have made you a father of many nations.” He is
our father in the sight of God, in whom he believed — the God who gives life
to the dead and calls into being things that were not.
Against all hope, Abra ham in hope believed and so became the father
of many nations, just as it had been said to him, “So shall your offspring be.”
Without weakening in his faith, he faced the fact that his body was as good
as dead — since he was about a hundred years old — and that Sarah’s womb
was also dead. Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding the promise of God, but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, being
ful ly persuaded that God had power to do what he had prom ised. This is
why “it was credited to him as righteousness.” The words “it was credited
to him” were writ ten not for him alone, but also for us, to whom God will
credit righteousness — for us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord
from the dead. He was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised
to life for our justification.
1
Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with
God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access
by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we boast in the hope of
the glory of God. Not only so, but we also glory in our suf ferings, because
we know that suf fer ing produces perseverance; perseverance, character;
and character, hope. And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s
love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has
been given to us.
You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died
for the ungod ly. Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though
for a good person someone might possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died
for us.
Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall
4:12–5:9
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we be saved from God’s wrath through him! For if, while we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much
more, hav ing been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! Not only
is this so, but we also boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through
whom we have now received reconciliation.
1
Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through
sin, and in this way death came to all people, because all sinned —
To be sure, sin was in the world before the law was given, but sin is
not charged against anyone’s account where there is no law. Never theless,
death reigned from the time of Adam to the time of Moses, even over those
who did not sin by break ing a command, as did Adam, who is a pat tern of
the one to come.
But the gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died by the trespass
of the one man, how much more did God’s grace and the gift that came by
the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many! Nor can the
gift of God be compared with the result of one man’s sin: The judg ment
fol lowed one sin and brought condem nation, but the gift fol lowed many
trespasses and brought justification. For if, by the trespass of the one man,
death reigned through that one man, how much more will those who receive God’s abundant provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness
reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ!
Consequent ly, just as one trespass resulted in condem nation for all
people, so also one righteous act resulted in justi fication and life for all
people. For just as through the disobedience of the one man the many were
made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man the many will
be made righteous.
The law was brought in so that the trespass might increase. But where
sin increased, grace increased all the more, so that, just as sin reigned in
death, so also grace might reign through righteousness to bring eternal life
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
1
What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase?
By no means! We are those who have died to sin; how can we live in it any
longer? Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus
were baptized into his death? We were therefore buried with him through
baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead
through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.
For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will cer tainly also be united with him in a resurrection like his. For we know that our
old self was crucified with him so that the body ruled by sin might be done
away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin — because anyone who
has died has been set free from sin.
5:10–6:7
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Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him.
For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he can not die
again; death no longer has mastery over him. The death he died, he died to
sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God.
In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ
Jesus. Therefore do not let sin reign in your mor tal body so that you obey
its evil desires. Do not of fer any part of yourself to sin as an instru ment
of wickedness, but rather of fer yourselves to God as those who have been
brought from death to life; and of fer every part of yourself to him as an instrument of righteousness. For sin shall no longer be your master, because
you are not under the law, but under grace.
1
What then? Shall we sin because we are not under the law but under grace?
By no means! Don’t you know that when you of fer yourselves to someone as
obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one you obey — whether you are slaves
to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to righteousness?
But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you have
come to obey from your heart the pat tern of teaching that has now claimed
your allegiance. You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to
righteousness.
I am using an example from everyday life because of your human limitations. Just as you used to offer yourselves as slaves to impurity and to everincreasing wickedness, so now of fer yourselves as slaves to righteousness
lead ing to holi ness. When you were slaves to sin, you were free from the
control of righteousness. What benefit did you reap at that time from the
things you are now ashamed of ? Those things result in death! But now that
you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the benefit
you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life. For the wages of sin
is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Do you not know, brothers and sisters — for I am speak ing to those who
know the law — that the law has authority over someone only as long as that
person lives? For ex ample, by law a mar ried woman is bound to her husband as long as he is alive, but if her husband dies, she is released from the
law that binds her to him. So then, if she has sex ual relations with another
man while her husband is still alive, she is called an adulteress. But if her
husband dies, she is released from that law and is not an adulteress if she
marries another man.
So, my brothers and sisters, you also died to the law through the body
of Christ, that you might belong to another, to him who was raised from
the dead, in order that we might bear fruit for God. For when we were in
the realm of the flesh, the sinful passions aroused by the law were at work
in us, so that we bore fruit for death. But now, by dy ing to what once bound
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us, we have been released from the law so that we serve in the new way of
the Spirit, and not in the old way of the writ ten code.
1
What shall we say, then? Is the law sin ful? Cer tain ly not! Never theless, I
would not have known what sin was had it not been for the law. For I would
not have known what covet ing really was if the law had not said, “You shall
not covet.” But sin, seizing the oppor tunity af forded by the commandment,
produced in me every kind of coveting. For apart from the law, sin was dead.
Once I was alive apart from the law; but when the commandment came, sin
sprang to life and I died. I found that the very commandment that was intended to bring life actually brought death. For sin, seizing the oppor tunity
af forded by the commandment, deceived me, and through the commandment put me to death. So then, the law is holy, and the com mand ment is
holy, righteous and good.
1
Did that which is good, then, become death to me? By no means! Nevertheless, in order that sin might be recog nized as sin, it used what is good
to bring about my death, so that through the commandment sin might become ut terly sinful.
We know that the law is spiritual; but I am unspiritual, sold as a slave
to sin. I do not understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but
what I hate I do. And if I do what I do not want to do, I agree that the law is
good. As it is, it is no longer I myself who do it, but it is sin liv ing in me. For I
know that good itself does not dwell in me, that is, in my sinful nature. For I
have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. For I do not do
the good I want to do, but the evil I do not want to do — this I keep on doing.
Now if I do what I do not want to do, it is no longer I who do it, but it is sin
liv ing in me that does it.
So I find this law at work: Although I want to do good, evil is right there
with me. For in my inner being I delight in God’s law; but I see another law
at work in me, wag ing war against the law of my mind and mak ing me a
prisoner of the law of sin at work with in me. What a wretched man I am!
Who will rescue me from this body that is subject to death? Thanks be to
God, who delivers me through Jesus Christ our Lord!
So then, I myself in my mind am a slave to God’s law, but in my sinful
nature a slave to the law of sin.
1
Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus,
because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you
free from the law of sin and death. For what the law was powerless to do because it was weakened by the flesh, God did by sending his own Son in the
likeness of sinful flesh to be a sin of fering. And so he condemned sin in the
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flesh, in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fully met
in us, who do not live according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.
Those who live according to the flesh have their minds set on what the
flesh desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spir it have their
minds set on what the Spir it desires. The mind governed by the flesh is
death, but the mind governed by the Spirit is life and peace. The mind governed by the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law, nor can
it do so. Those who are in the realm of the flesh cannot please God.
You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh but are in the realm of
the Spir it, if indeed the Spir it of God lives in you. And if anyone does not
have the Spirit of Christ, they do not belong to Christ. But if Christ is in you,
then even though your body is subject to death because of sin, the Spir it
gives life because of righteousness. And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus
from the dead is liv ing in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also
give life to your mor tal bodies because of his Spirit who lives in you.
Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an obligation — but it is not to
the flesh, to live according to it. For if you live accord ing to the flesh, you
will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you
will live.
For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. The
Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again;
rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship. And
by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” The Spir it himself testi fies with our spir it
that we are God’s children. Now if we are children, then we are heirs —
heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his suf ferings
in order that we may also share in his glory.
1
I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. For the creation waits in eager ex pectation for
the children of God to be revealed. For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in
hope that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and
brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God.
We know that the whole creation has been groan ing as in the pains
of childbirth right up to the present time. Not only so, but we ourselves,
who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inward ly as we wait eagerly for
our adoption to sonship, the redemption of our bod ies. For in this hope
we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what
they already have? But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for
it patient ly.
In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weak ness. We do not know
what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through
word less groans. And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the
8:4–8:27
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Spir it, because the Spir it intercedes for God’s people in accordance with
the will of God.
And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who
love him, who have been called accord ing to his pur pose. For those God
foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that
he might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters. And those he
predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.
1
What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us,
who can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him
up for us all — how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us
all things? Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justi fies. Who then is the one who condemns? No one.
Christ Jesus who died — more than that, who was raised to life — is at the
right hand of God and is also interced ing for us. Who shall sepa rate us
from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or na ked ness or danger or sword? As it is writ ten:
“For your sake we face death all day long;
we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.”
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved
us. For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor
depth, nor any thing else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the
love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
1
I speak the truth in Christ — I am not ly ing, my conscience con firms it
through the Holy Spir it — I have great sor row and unceasing anguish in
my heart. For I could wish that I myself were cursed and cut off from Christ
for the sake of my people, those of my own race, the people of Israel. Theirs
is the adoption to sonship; theirs the divine glory, the covenants, the receiving of the law, the temple worship and the promises. Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is traced the human ancestry of the Messiah, who is
God over all, forever praised! Amen.
It is not as though God’s word had failed. For not all who are descended from Israel are Israel. Nor because they are his descendants are they
all Abra ham’s children. On the contrary, “It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.” In other words, it is not the children by physical
descent who are God’s children, but it is the children of the prom ise who
are regarded as Abra ham’s offspring. For this was how the prom ise was
stated: “At the appointed time I will return, and Sarah will have a son.”
8:28–9:9
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