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INVITATION TO

PHILIPPIANS

On his second journey to bring the good news about Jesus to the people of the Roman
empire, the apostle Paul helped establish a community of Jesus-followers in the city
of Philippi (see pp. 81–83). The people of that community became his friends and
supporters for the rest of his life. When they heard he’d been taken to Rome as a
prisoner, they collected money to assist him and sent it with one of their members, a
man named Epaphroditus, who stayed in Rome to help take care of Paul.
Unfortunately, Epaphroditus became very sick and nearly died. When he recovered,
Paul decided to send him back to Philippi because he knew how concerned his friends
were for him. Paul sent a letter with Epaphroditus to thank the Philippians for the
friendship and support they’d always shown him, and particularly on this occasion.
In his letter, Paul also offers some challenges and encouragement. He knows that
the Philippians are experiencing a lot of opposition, just as he is, so he appeals to his
own life as an example of how they should respond. He reports that throughout the
whole palace guard—that is, right in the center of Caesar’s realm—he’s been able
to make the royal announcement boldly that Jesus is Lord. Paul’s desire is that the
Philippians will be encouraged, like most of the brothers and sisters around him, to
ILJVTLJVUÄKLU[PU[OL3VYKHUKKHYLHSS[OLTVYL[VWYVJSHPT[OLNVZWLS^P[OV\[
fear.
Paul also knows that some people in the community at Philippi are having trouble
getting along, so he urges them to Z[HUKÄYTPU[OLVUL:WPYP[Z[YP]PUN[VNL[OLYHZVUL
for the faith of the gospel without being frightened in any way by those who oppose
you. Composing or quoting an amazing song of praise right in the middle of his letter,
Paul urges the Philippians to have the same servant attitude that Jesus had. Jesus didn’t
use his high position for his own advantage, but humbled himself even to the point of
death—all for the sake of others. This is the new way of life in God’s kingdom.
Paul reminds the Philippians that they don’t need to be circumcised, as some
people were apparently teaching they did, and he warns them that they shouldn’t
live like those who are controlled by their desires. All of these themes are interwoven
throughout the letter, which doesn’t develop systematically the way some of Paul’s
V[OLYSL[[LYZKVI\[ÅV^ZMYLLS`HZVULMYPLUK^YP[LZ[VHUV[OLY
The dominant note in this letter is joy. Even though Paul is a prisoner, and even
though he and his friends are experiencing strong opposition, he’s rejoicing. So he
urges the Philippians to rejoice, too, in the partnership they have in helping others
TLL[ 1LZ\Z HUK PU [OL YL^HYK [OL` JHU HU[PJPWH[L ^OLU [OLPY ^VYR PZ ÄUPZOLK 6\Y
citizenship is in God’s realm, Paul says, and so we eagerly await the Savior’s return to
us. Then he will transform our lowly bodies to become like his glorious resurrected
body.

| PHILIPPIANS |

P

aul and Timothy, ser vants of Christ Jesus,
1
To all God’s holy people in Christ Jesus at Philippi, together with the overseers and deacons:
1
Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
3
3
3
thank my God every time I remember you. In all my prayers for all of you,
I always pray with joy because of your part nership in the gospel from the
first day until now, being confident of this, that he who began a good work
in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.
It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I have you in my
heart and, whether I am in chains or defending and confirming the gospel,
all of you share in God’s grace with me. God can testify how I long for all of
you with the af fection of Christ Jesus.
And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in
knowledge and depth of insight, so that you may be able to discern what
is best and may be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, filled with the
fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ — to the glory and
praise of God.
2
2
Now I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that what has happened to me
has actually served to advance the gospel. As a result, it has become clear
throughout the whole palace guard and to everyone else that I am in chains
for Christ. And because of my chains, most of the brothers and sisters have
become confident in the Lord and dare all the more to proclaim the gospel
without fear.
It is true that some preach Christ out of envy and rival ry, but others

I
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out of goodwill. The lat ter do so out of love, know ing that I am put here for
the defense of the gospel. The for mer preach Christ out of self ish ambition,
not sincerely, supposing that they can stir up trouble for me while I am in
chains. But what does it mat ter? The impor tant thing is that in every way,
whether from false motives or true, Christ is preached. And because of this
I rejoice.
Yes, and I will continue to rejoice, for I know that through your prayers
and God’s provision of the Spirit of Jesus Christ what has happened to me
will turn out for my deliverance. I eagerly ex pect and hope that I will in no
way be ashamed, but will have suf ficient courage so that now as always
Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death. For to me, to
live is Christ and to die is gain. If I am to go on liv ing in the body, this will
mean fruit ful labor for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not know! I am torn
between the two: I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is bet ter by
far; but it is more necessary for you that I remain in the body. Convinced of
this, I know that I will remain, and I will continue with all of you for your
prog ress and joy in the faith, so that through my being with you again your
boast ing in Christ Jesus will abound on account of me.
Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner wor thy of the gospel of Christ. Then, whether I come and see you or only hear about you in
my absence, I will know that you stand firm in the one Spir it, striv ing together as one for the faith of the gospel without being frightened in any way
by those who oppose you. This is a sign to them that they will be destroyed,
but that you will be saved — and that by God. For it has been granted to you
on behalf of Christ not only to believe in him, but also to suf fer for him,
since you are going through the same struggle you saw I had, and now hear
that I still have.
2
2
Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if
any comfort from his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, then make my joy complete by being like-minded, hav ing the same love, being one in spirit and of one mind. Do nothing
out of self ish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in hu mil ity value others
above yourselves, not look ing to your own interests but each of you to the
interests of the others.
In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as
Christ Jesus:
Who, being in very nature God,
did not consider equality with God something to be used to his
own advantage;

1:16–2:6
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rather, he made himself nothing
by taking the very nature of a servant,
being made in human likeness.
And being found in appearance as a man,
he humbled himself
by becoming obedient to death —
even death on a cross!
Therefore God exalted him to the highest place
and gave him the name that is above every name,
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed — not only in
my presence, but now much more in my absence — continue to work out
your salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you to will
and to act in order to fulfill his good pur pose.
Do every thing without grumbling or arguing, so that you may become
blameless and pure, “children of God without fault in a warped and crooked generation.” Then you will shine among them like stars in the sky as you
hold firm ly to the word of life. And then I will be able to boast on the day of
Christ that I did not run or labor in vain. But even if I am being poured out
like a drink of fering on the sacrifice and ser vice coming from your faith, I
am glad and rejoice with all of you. So you too should be glad and rejoice
with me.
1
I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you soon, that I also may be
cheered when I receive news about you. I have no one else like him, who
will show genuine concern for your welfare. For everyone looks out for their
own interests, not those of Jesus Christ. But you know that Timothy has
proved himself, because as a son with his father he has served with me in
the work of the gospel. I hope, therefore, to send him as soon as I see how
things go with me. And I am confident in the Lord that I myself will come
soon.
But I think it is necessary to send back to you Epaphroditus, my brother, co-worker and fel low soldier, who is also your messenger, whom you
sent to take care of my needs. For he longs for all of you and is distressed
because you heard he was ill. Indeed he was ill, and almost died. But God
had mercy on him, and not on him only but also on me, to spare me sorrow
upon sorrow. Therefore I am all the more eager to send him, so that when
you see him again you may be glad and I may have less anx iety. So then,
2:7–2:29
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welcome him in the Lord with great joy, and honor people like him, because
he almost died for the work of Christ. He risked his life to make up for the
help you yourselves could not give me.
1
Fur ther, my brothers and sisters, rejoice in the Lord! It is no trouble for me
to write the same things to you again, and it is a safeguard for you. Watch
out for those dogs, those evildoers, those muti lators of the flesh. For it is
we who are the circumcision, we who serve God by his Spirit, who boast in
Christ Jesus, and who put no confidence in the flesh — though I myself have
reasons for such confidence.
If someone else thinks they have reasons to put confidence in the flesh,
I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the
tribe of Benja min, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Phar isee;
as for zeal, persecut ing the church; as for righteousness based on the law,
fault less.
But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the sake of Christ.
What is more, I consider every thing a loss because of the sur passing worth
of know ing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I
consider them garbage, that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not
hav ing a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which
is through faith in Christ — the righteousness that comes from God on the
basis of faith. I want to know Christ — yes, to know the power of his resurrection and par ticipation in his suf ferings, becoming like him in his death,
and so, somehow, at taining to the resurrection from the dead.
Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my
goal, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of
me. Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of
it. But one thing I do: Forget ting what is behind and straining toward what
is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has
called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.
All of us, then, who are mature should take such a view of things. And
if on some point you think dif ferent ly, that too God will make clear to you.
Only let us live up to what we have already at tained.
1
Join together in follow ing my example, brothers and sisters, and just as you
have us as a model, keep your eyes on those who live as we do. For, as I have
of ten told you before and now tell you again even with tears, many live as
enemies of the cross of Christ. Their destiny is destruction, their god is their
stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their mind is set on earth ly
things. But our cit izenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Sav ior from
there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who, by the power that enables him to bring
every thing under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they
will be like his glorious body.
2:30–3:21
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1
Therefore, my brothers and sisters, you whom I love and long for, my joy and
crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, dear friends!
I plead with Euodia and I plead with Syntyche to be of the same mind
in the Lord. Yes, and I ask you, my true companion, help these women since
they have contended at my side in the cause of the gospel, along with Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose names are in the book of life.
Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness be ev ident to all. The Lord is near. Do not be anx ious about any thing,
but in every sit uation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiv ing, present
your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable — if
any thing is excellent or praisewor thy — think about such things. Whatever
you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me — put it into
practice. And the God of peace will be with you.
1
I rejoiced great ly in the Lord that at last you renewed your concern for me.
Indeed, you were concerned, but you had no oppor tunity to show it. I am
not say ing this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it
is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every
sit uation, whether well fed or hungry, whether liv ing in plenty or in want. I
can do all this through him who gives me strength.
Yet it was good of you to share in my troubles. Moreover, as you Philippians know, in the early days of your acquaintance with the gospel, when
I set out from Macedonia, not one church shared with me in the mat ter of
giv ing and receiv ing, except you only; for even when I was in Thessa lonica,
you sent me aid more than once when I was in need. Not that I desire your
gifts; what I desire is that more be credited to your account. I have received
full pay ment and have more than enough. I am amply supplied, now that
I have received from Epaph roditus the gifts you sent. They are a fragrant
of fering, an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God. And my God will meet all
your needs according to the riches of his glory in Christ Jesus.
To our God and Father be glory for ever and ever. Amen.
3
3
3
reet all God’s people in Christ Jesus. The brothers and sisters who are
with me send greet ings. All God’s people here send you greet ings, especially those who belong to Caesar’s household.
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen.

G
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1 TIMOTHY

After being held prisoner in Rome for at least two years, the apostle Paul was released.
He continued his work of bringing the good news about Jesus to new places and
guiding and strengthening the communities he’d founded.
A particular challenge awaited him in the city of Ephesus, where he’d lived for
two years and helped start a strong community of Jesus-followers. Just before his
arrest and imprisonment, while he was on his way to Jerusalem with the offering
for the poor, Paul had a sense that some of the leaders in Ephesus would distort the
genuine message they’d heard, to try to get rich and win personal followings. So he
arranged a special meeting to warn them about this (see pp. 88–89). After he was
released from prison, Paul discovered that some of these leaders had done just what
he’d anticipated. They’d misapplied some Jewish practices and borrowed others from
the philosophies of the day to create a regimen they expected believers to follow to
supplement their faith in Jesus. Like those who opposed Paul in other places, they
didn’t allow certain foods, forbade marriage and stressed controversial speculations
as the means to spiritual progress. At the same time, they were tolerant of immoral
behavior. It appears their teaching was being spread particularly by younger widows,
who had lots of energy and free time because they were being supported by the
church.
Paul was apparently only able to make a brief visit to Ephesus after his release
before traveling to Macedonia on other business. He couldn’t address the problems
he’d discovered by writing directly to the leaders in Ephesus, since many of them were
now unsympathetic to his message and questioning his authority. So Paul left his coworker Timothy in Ephesus and wrote him a letter that he hoped would give him the
WV^LYHUKPUÅ\LUJL[VILNPUZL[[PUN[OPUNZPUVYKLY\U[PSOLJV\SKNL[IHJR[V,WOLZ\Z
in person. While the letter is addressed to Timothy, it’s clear that Paul expected him to
share much of it with the community.
Paul begins by restating why he’s left Timothy in Ephesus. He defends his own
apostleship in the process. He states that he’s deposed two of the community’s leaders,
Hymenaeus and Alexander, because they’ve departed from the genuine teaching about
Jesus. He urges the community to respect those in authority and strive for peaceful and
quiet lives in all godliness and holiness—the opposite of the moral and social chaos
the upstart leaders have created.
Paul explains what kind of people the community should have as its leaders, so
P[JHUYLQLJ[[OVZL^OVHYLU»[X\HSPÄLKHUKYLWSHJL[OLT^P[O[OVZL^OVHYL/LHSZV
shows how to avoid the problem of younger widows going about from house to house
ZWYLHKPUN IHK PUÅ\LUJLZ! VUS` NVKS` VSKLY ^PKV^Z ZOV\SK IL Z\WWVY[LK" `V\UNLY
ones should remarry and devote themselves to family life. Paul includes a special
warning toward the end of the letter about the dangers of greed, which seems to be
behind much of the trouble in Ephesus.
His letter alternates between instruction that’s directed primarily at the community
and some very personal words to Timothy (for example, Don’t let anyone look down
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on you because you are young). It’s likely that Timothy read much of the letter out
SV\K[V[OLV[OLYZPU[OLJVTT\UP[`0UMHJ[HZ7H\SVMMLYZHÄUHSLUJV\YHNLTLU[[V
;PTV[O`OLHSZVPUJS\KLZHNYLL[PUN[V[OLT/LOVWLZ[OL`»SSYLJVNUPaL[OLX\HSP[PLZ
VMNLU\PULSLHKLYZOPWOL»ZTVKLSLKV]LY[OL`LHYZHZOL»ZPU]LZ[LKZVT\JOPU[OLT

;OYV\NOV\[[OLSL[[LY7H\S\ZLZ[OLWOYHZLChrist Jesus—that is, Messiah Jesus—
^OPJOLTWOHZPaLZ[OLRPUNS`Y\SLVM1LZ\Z;OPZOLSWLKYLTPUK[OLJO\YJO[OH[1LZ\ZPZ
[OLPYYLHSSLHKLYHUKPZ[OLJSLHYLZ[TVKLSVMH\[OLU[PJSLHKLYZOPW

| 1 TIMOTHY |

P

aul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the command of God our Sav ior and
of Christ Jesus our hope,

1
To Timothy my true son in the faith:
1
Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.
2
2
s I urged you when I went into Macedonia, stay there in Ephesus so
that you may com mand cer tain people not to teach false doctrines
any longer or to devote themselves to myths and end less genealogies. Such
things promote controversial specu lations rather than advancing God’s
work — which is by faith. The goal of this com mand is love, which comes
from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith. Some have
departed from these and have turned to mean ing less talk. They want to
be teachers of the law, but they do not know what they are talk ing about or
what they so confident ly af firm.
We know that the law is good if one uses it properly. We also know that
the law is made not for the righteous but for lawbreakers and rebels, the ungod ly and sinful, the unholy and irreligious, for those who kill their fathers
or mothers, for murderers, for the sex ual ly im moral, for those practicing
homosex uality, for slave traders and liars and perjurers — and for whatever
else is contrary to the sound doctrine that conforms to the gospel concerning the glory of the blessed God, which he entrusted to me.
1
I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that he considered me trust wor thy, appoint ing me to his ser vice. Even though I was once
a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent man, I was shown mercy because I acted in ig norance and unbelief. The grace of our Lord was poured
out on me abundant ly, along with the faith and love that are in Christ
Jesus.

A
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Here is a trust wor thy say ing that deserves full acceptance: Christ
Jesus came into the world to save sin ners — of whom I am the worst. But
for that very reason I was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners,
Christ Jesus might display his im mense patience as an example for those
who would believe in him and receive eternal life. Now to the King eternal,
im mor tal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory for ever and ever.
Amen.
1
Timothy, my son, I am giv ing you this command in keeping with the prophecies once made about you, so that by recall ing them you may fight the
bat tle well, hold ing on to faith and a good conscience, which some have
rejected and so have suf fered shipwreck with regard to the faith. Among
them are Hy menaeus and Alexander, whom I have handed over to Satan to
be taught not to blaspheme.
1
I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people — for kings and all those in author ity, that we
may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. This is good,
and pleases God our Sav ior, who wants all people to be saved and to come
to a knowledge of the truth. For there is one God and one mediator between
God and man kind, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for
all people. This has now been wit nessed to at the proper time. And for this
pur pose I was appointed a herald and an apostle — I am telling the truth, I
am not ly ing — and a true and faithful teacher of the Gentiles.
Therefore I want the men every where to pray, lift ing up holy hands
without anger or disput ing. I also want the women to dress modest ly, with
decency and propriety, adorning themselves, not with elaborate hairstyles
or gold or pearls or ex pensive clothes, but with good deeds, appropriate for
women who profess to worship God.
A woman should learn in quiet ness and full submission. I do not permit a woman to teach or to assume authority over a man; she must be quiet.
For Adam was formed first, then Eve. And Adam was not the one deceived;
it was the woman who was deceived and became a sinner. But women will
be saved through childbearing — if they continue in faith, love and holiness
with propriety.
1
Here is a trust wor thy say ing: Whoever aspires to be an overseer desires a
noble task. Now the overseer is to be above reproach, faith ful to his wife,
temperate, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not given to drunkenness, not violent but gentle, not quar relsome, not a lover of
money. He must manage his own family well and see that his children obey
him, and he must do so in a manner wor thy of full respect. (If anyone does
not know how to manage his own fam i ly, how can he take care of God’s
1:15–3:5
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church?) He must not be a recent convert, or he may become conceited and
fall under the same judg ment as the dev il. He must also have a good reputation with outsiders, so that he will not fall into disgrace and into the
dev il’s trap.
In the same way, deacons are to be wor thy of respect, sincere, not indulg ing in much wine, and not pursuing dishonest gain. They must keep
hold of the deep truths of the faith with a clear conscience. They must first
be tested; and then if there is nothing against them, let them serve as deacons.
In the same way, the women are to be wor thy of respect, not ma licious
talkers but temperate and trust wor thy in every thing.
A deacon must be faith ful to his wife and must manage his children
and his household well. Those who have served well gain an excel lent
standing and great assurance in their faith in Christ Jesus.
1
Although I hope to come to you soon, I am writ ing you these instructions
so that, if I am delayed, you will know how people ought to conduct themselves in God’s household, which is the church of the liv ing God, the pillar
and foundation of the truth. Beyond all question, the mystery from which
true god liness springs is great:
He appeared in the flesh,
was vindicated by the Spirit,
was seen by angels,
was preached among the nations,
was believed on in the world,
was taken up in glory.
The Spir it clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith
and follow deceiv ing spirits and things taught by demons. Such teachings
come through hypocrit ical liars, whose consciences have been seared as
with a hot iron. They forbid people to marry and order them to abstain from
cer tain foods, which God created to be received with thanksgiv ing by those
who believe and who know the truth. For every thing God created is good,
and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with thanksgiv ing, because it
is consecrated by the word of God and prayer.
If you point these things out to the brothers and sisters, you will be a
good min ister of Christ Jesus, nour ished on the truths of the faith and of
the good teaching that you have followed. Have nothing to do with god less
myths and old wives’ tales; rather, train yourself to be god ly. For physical
train ing is of some value, but god li ness has value for all things, hold ing
promise for both the present life and the life to come. This is a trust wor thy
say ing that deserves full acceptance. That is why we labor and strive, be3:6–4:10
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cause we have put our hope in the liv ing God, who is the Sav ior of all people, and especially of those who believe.
1
Command and teach these things. Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an ex ample for the believers in speech, in
conduct, in love, in faith and in purity. Until I come, devote yourself to the
public read ing of Scripture, to preach ing and to teach ing. Do not neglect
your gift, which was given you through prophecy when the body of elders
laid their hands on you.
Be diligent in these matters; give yourself wholly to them, so that everyone may see your prog ress. Watch your life and doctrine closely. Persevere
in them, because if you do, you will save both yourself and your hearers.
1
Do not rebuke an older man harsh ly, but ex hort him as if he were your father. Treat younger men as brothers, older women as mothers, and younger
women as sisters, with absolute purity.
1
Give proper recog nition to those widows who are real ly in need. But if a
widow has children or grandchildren, these should learn first of all to put
their religion into practice by caring for their own family and so repay ing
their parents and grandparents, for this is pleasing to God. The widow who
is really in need and left all alone puts her hope in God and continues night
and day to pray and to ask God for help. But the widow who lives for pleasure is dead even while she lives. Give the people these instructions, so
that no one may be open to blame. Anyone who does not provide for their
relatives, and especially for their own household, has denied the faith and
is worse than an unbeliever.
No widow may be put on the list of widows un less she is over six ty, has
been faithful to her husband, and is well known for her good deeds, such
as bring ing up children, show ing hospitality, washing the feet of the Lord’s
people, helping those in trouble and devot ing herself to all kinds of good
deeds.
As for younger widows, do not put them on such a list. For when their
sensual desires overcome their ded ication to Christ, they want to mar ry.
Thus they bring judg ment on themselves, because they have broken their
first pledge. Besides, they get into the habit of being idle and going about
from house to house. And not only do they become idlers, but also busybod ies who talk nonsense, say ing things they ought not to. So I counsel
younger widows to mar ry, to have children, to manage their homes and
to give the enemy no oppor tu nity for slander. Some have in fact al ready
turned away to follow Satan.
If any woman who is a believer has widows in her care, she should con-
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tinue to help them and not let the church be burdened with them, so that
the church can help those widows who are really in need.
1
The elders who di rect the af fairs of the church well are wor thy of double
honor, especial ly those whose work is preaching and teaching. For Scripture says, “Do not muzzle an ox while it is treading out the grain,” and “The
worker deserves his wages.” Do not enter tain an accusation against an elder un less it is brought by two or three wit nesses. But those elders who are
sin ning you are to reprove before everyone, so that the others may take
warn ing. I charge you, in the sight of God and Christ Jesus and the elect
angels, to keep these instructions without par tiality, and to do nothing out
of favorit ism.
1
Do not be hasty in the lay ing on of hands, and do not share in the sins of
others. Keep yourself pure.
1
Stop drink ing only water, and use a little wine because of your stomach and
your frequent illnesses.
1
The sins of some are obvious, reaching the place of judgment ahead of them;
the sins of others trail behind them. In the same way, good deeds are obvious, and even those that are not obvious cannot remain hidden forever.
1
All who are under the yoke of slavery should consider their masters wor thy
of full respect, so that God’s name and our teaching may not be slandered.
Those who have believ ing masters should not show them disrespect just
because they are fel low believers. Instead, they should serve them even
bet ter because their masters are dear to them as fel low believers and are
devoted to the welfare of their slaves.
1
These are the things you are to teach and insist on. If anyone teaches other wise and does not agree to the sound instruction of our Lord Jesus Christ
and to god ly teach ing, they are conceited and understand noth ing. They
have an unhealthy interest in controversies and quarrels about words that
result in envy, strife, ma licious talk, evil suspicions and constant friction
between people of cor rupt mind, who have been robbed of the truth and
who think that god liness is a means to financial gain.
But god li ness with content ment is great gain. For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take noth ing out of it. But if we have food
and clothing, we will be content with that. Those who want to get rich fall
into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that
plunge people into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of
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all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the
faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.
1
But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, god liness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness. Fight the good fight of the faith.
Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called when you made your
good con fession in the presence of many wit nesses. In the sight of God,
who gives life to every thing, and of Christ Jesus, who while testify ing before
Pontius Pi late made the good con fession, I charge you to keep this command without spot or blame until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ,
which God will bring about in his own time — God, the blessed and only
Ruler, the King of kings and Lord of lords, who alone is immor tal and who
lives in unapproachable light, whom no one has seen or can see. To him be
honor and might forever. Amen.
1
Com mand those who are rich in this present world not to be ar rogant nor
to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncer tain, but to put their hope
in God, who rich ly provides us with every thing for our enjoy ment. Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and
will ing to share. In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a
firm foundation for the com ing age, so that they may take hold of the life
that is tru ly life.
2
2
imothy, guard what has been entrusted to your care. Turn away from
god less chat ter and the opposing ideas of what is falsely called knowledge, which some have professed and in so doing have departed from the
faith.
Grace be with you all.
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