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INVITATION TO

TITUS

After the apostle Paul was released from prison in Rome, he discovered that renegade
leaders were preying on the community of Jesus-followers that he’d helped establish
in Ephesus. He left his longtime co-worker Timothy in that city with a letter authorizing
him to replace those leaders and restore order. A similar situation on the island of
Crete required Paul to commission another long-time collaborator, Titus, to act as his
representative there.

3PRLOPZÄYZ[SL[[LY[V;PTV[O`7H\S»ZSL[[LY[V;P[\ZPZHKKYLZZLK[VOPZJV^VYRLY
but meant for the people of the community to hear as well. Paul confers his own
authority on Titus and instructs him to appoint godly leaders and oppose predatory
[LHJOPUNZ(M[LYKLZJYPIPUN[OLWYVWLYX\HSPÄJH[PVUZMVYJVTT\UP[`SLHKLYZOPW7H\S
PKLU[PÄLZ[OL[LHJOPUN[OH[T\Z[ILVWWVZLK-YVT^OH[OLZH`ZP[»ZZPTPSHY[V[OLVUL
in Ephesus: a combination of selective Jewish observances (such as being circumcised
and abstaining from certain foods) and the pursuit of controversial speculations.
Like the teaching in Ephesus, it wasn’t helping people live purer lives. Instead, it was
making them \UÄ[MVYKVPUNHU`[OPUNNVVK. Therefore, in the instructions Paul gives
to the members of the community about how to live out their varying stations in life,
he stresses how they can and should do ^OH[PZNVVK. ;OLNYHJLVM.VKOHZHWWLHYLK
[OH[VMMLYZZHS]H[PVU[VHSSWLVWSL, he says, so that God’s people can live a new kind of
life.
Paul ends his letter with some personal instructions to Titus. He reveals that he’s
WSHUUPUN[VM\SÄSSOPZSVUN[PTLKYLHTVMIYPUNPUN[OLNVVKUL^ZHIV\[1LZ\Z[V[OL
western part of the empire. He’s expecting to spend the winter in Nicopolis, a city on
the west coast of Macedonia that will provide an excellent jumping-off point for this
trip. He trusts that his co-workers will help restore order to the communities in the
eastern part of the empire in time to accompany him on this new venture.

| TITUS |

P

aul, a ser vant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ to fur ther the faith
of God’s elect and their knowledge of the truth that leads to god liness — in the hope of eter nal life, which God, who does not lie, prom ised
before the begin ning of time, and which now at his appointed season he
has brought to light through the preach ing entrusted to me by the command of God our Sav ior,
1
To Titus, my true son in our common faith:
1
Grace and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Sav ior.
2
2
he reason I left you in Crete was that you might put in order what was
left unfinished and appoint elders in every town, as I directed you. An
elder must be blameless, faithful to his wife, a man whose children believe
and are not open to the charge of being wild and disobedient. Since an
overseer manages God’s household, he must be blameless — not overbearing, not quick-tempered, not given to drunkenness, not violent, not pursuing dishonest gain. Rather, he must be hospitable, one who loves what is
good, who is self-controlled, upright, holy and disciplined. He must hold
firm ly to the trust wor thy message as it has been taught, so that he can encourage others by sound doctrine and refute those who oppose it.
For there are many rebellious people, full of meaningless talk and deception, especially those of the circumcision group. They must be silenced,
because they are disrupt ing whole households by teach ing things they
ought not to teach — and that for the sake of dishonest gain. One of Crete’s
own prophets has said it: “Cretans are always liars, evil brutes, lazy gluttons.” This say ing is true. Therefore rebuke them sharply, so that they will
be sound in the faith and will pay no at tention to Jew ish myths or to the
merely hu man com mands of those who reject the truth. To the pure, all
things are pure, but to those who are corrupted and do not believe, noth-
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ing is pure. In fact, both their minds and consciences are corrupted. They
claim to know God, but by their actions they deny him. They are detestable,
disobedient and unfit for doing any thing good.
1
You, however, must teach what is appropriate to sound doctrine. Teach the
older men to be temperate, wor thy of respect, self-controlled, and sound in
faith, in love and in endurance.
Likewise, teach the older women to be reverent in the way they live, not
to be slanderers or addicted to much wine, but to teach what is good. Then
they can urge the younger women to love their husbands and children, to
be self-controlled and pure, to be busy at home, to be kind, and to be subject to their husbands, so that no one will ma lign the word of God.
Sim i larly, encourage the young men to be self-controlled. In everything set them an ex ample by doing what is good. In your teach ing show
integ rity, seriousness and soundness of speech that cannot be condemned,
so that those who oppose you may be ashamed because they have nothing
bad to say about us.
Teach slaves to be subject to their masters in every thing, to try to please
them, not to talk back to them, and not to steal from them, but to show that
they can be fully trusted, so that in every way they will make the teaching
about God our Sav ior at tractive.
For the grace of God has appeared that of fers salvation to all people. It
teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and world ly passions, and to live selfcontrolled, upright and god ly lives in this present age, while we wait for the
blessed hope — the appearing of the glory of our great God and Sav ior, Jesus
Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good.
These, then, are the things you should teach. Encourage and rebuke
with all authority. Do not let anyone despise you.
1
Remind the people to be subject to rulers and authorities, to be obedient,
to be ready to do whatever is good, to slander no one, to be peaceable and
considerate, and always to be gentle toward everyone.
At one time we too were fool ish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved
by all kinds of passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being
hated and hat ing one another. But when the kindness and love of God our
Sav ior appeared, he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done,
but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and
renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us generously through
Jesus Christ our Sav ior, so that, hav ing been justified by his grace, we might
become heirs hav ing the hope of eternal life. This is a trust wor thy say ing.
And I want you to stress these things, so that those who have trusted in God
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may be careful to devote themselves to doing what is good. These things are
excellent and prof itable for everyone.
But avoid fool ish controversies and genealogies and argu ments and
quarrels about the law, because these are unprof itable and useless. Warn a
divisive person once, and then warn them a second time. Af ter that, have
nothing to do with them. You may be sure that such people are warped and
sinful; they are self-condemned.
2
2
s soon as I send Ar temas or Tychicus to you, do your best to come to
me at Nicopolis, because I have decided to winter there. Do every thing
you can to help Zenas the law yer and Apollos on their way and see that they
have every thing they need. Our people must learn to devote themselves to
doing what is good, in order to provide for urgent needs and not live unproductive lives.
Everyone with me sends you greet ings. Greet those who love us in the
faith.
Grace be with you all.

A
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INVITATION TO

2 TIMOTHY

Paul left his co-worker Timothy in the city of Ephesus to deal with some renegade
leaders in the community of Jesus-followers. Timothy was unable to do this, and Paul
needed to go back to Ephesus himself. There he suffered a great deal of harm from
Alexander, one of these leaders, and he was once again imprisoned and taken to
Rome. He expected that this time he wouldn’t be released, but would be tried and
executed. Since most of his other co-workers were either on different assignments or
had deserted him, Paul wrote to Timothy and asked him to come to Rome quickly. He
was concerned that winter might prevent travel, or his trial might reach its conclusion,
before he could see one of his most dependable co-workers again. Paul wanted both
to enjoy his company and assistance and to challenge and encourage him about the
uncertain future.
Things in Ephesus had not gone as Paul or Timothy expected. Paul had ordered
both Alexander and another renegade leader, Hymenaeus, to step down. But both men
were continuing to oppose Paul. Others had joined their ranks, including Phygelus,
Hermogenes and Philetus. They were still misdirecting people into a corrupted version
of the faith that stressed debate and dissension rather than purity and obedience.
Paul believed Timothy was feeling discouraged and intimidated. So his letter includes
challenges to stay faithful to the true message—even if this meant suffering or death—
and warnings against the dangers of the false teaching. Paul reminds Timothy that in
the last days, that is, before the open appearance of Jesus as king, there will be terrible
times. False teachers, treacherous and insincere people, persecutions and more will
all challenge the faithfulness of Jesus-followers.
Paul urges Timothy to remember the gospel message: Jesus Christ, raised from
the dead, descended from David. He points out that the sacred writings Timothy has
known since he was a child are God-breathed and will make him thoroughly equipped
for every good work. Knowing of Timothy’s sincere faith ^L JHU IL JVUÄKLU[ [OH[
Paul’s letter helped his longtime protégé to be able to say at the end of his own life, as
Paul himself did, 0OH]LMV\NO[[OLNVVKÄNO[0OH]LÄUPZOLK[OLYHJL0OH]LRLW[[OL
faith.

| 2 TIMOTHY |

P

aul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, in keeping with the
promise of life that is in Christ Jesus,

1
To Timothy, my dear son:
1
Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.
2
2
thank God, whom I serve, as my ancestors did, with a clear conscience,
as night and day I constant ly remember you in my prayers. Recall ing
your tears, I long to see you, so that I may be filled with joy. I am reminded
of your sincere faith, which first lived in your grandmother Lois and in your
mother Eunice and, I am persuaded, now lives in you also.
1
For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in
you through the lay ing on of my hands. For the Spir it God gave us does
not make us tim id, but gives us power, love and self-discipline. So do not
be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner. Rather,
join with me in suf fering for the gospel, by the power of God. He has saved
us and called us to a holy life — not because of any thing we have done but
because of his own pur pose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ
Jesus before the beginning of time, but it has now been revealed through
the appearing of our Sav ior, Christ Jesus, who has destroyed death and has
brought life and immor tality to light through the gospel. And of this gospel
I was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher. That is why I am suffering as I am. Yet this is no cause for shame, because I know whom I have
believed, and am convinced that he is able to guard what I have entrusted
to him until that day.
What you heard from me, keep as the pat tern of sound teaching, with
faith and love in Christ Jesus. Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to
you — guard it with the help of the Holy Spirit who lives in us.

I
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1
You know that everyone in the prov ince of Asia has deserted me, including
Phygelus and Hermogenes.
May the Lord show mercy to the household of Onesiphorus, because
he of ten refreshed me and was not ashamed of my chains. On the contrary,
when he was in Rome, he searched hard for me until he found me. May the
Lord grant that he will find mercy from the Lord on that day! You know very
well in how many ways he helped me in Ephesus.
1
You then, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. And the
things you have heard me say in the presence of many wit nesses entrust
to reliable people who will also be qualified to teach others. Join with me
in suf fering, like a good soldier of Christ Jesus. No one serv ing as a soldier
gets entangled in civilian af fairs, but rather tries to please his commanding
of ficer. Similarly, anyone who competes as an ath lete does not receive the
victor’s crown except by compet ing according to the rules. The hardworking farmer should be the first to receive a share of the crops. Reflect on what
I am say ing, for the Lord will give you insight into all this.
Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from David. This is my gospel, for which I am suf fer ing even to the point of being
chained like a criminal. But God’s word is not chained. Therefore I endure
every thing for the sake of the elect, that they too may obtain the salvation
that is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory.
Here is a trust wor thy say ing:
If we died with him,
we will also live with him;
if we endure,
we will also reign with him.
If we disown him,
he will also disown us;
if we are faithless,
he remains faithful,
for he cannot disown himself.
Keep reminding God’s people of these things. Warn them before God
against quarreling about words; it is of no value, and only ruins those who
listen. Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker
who does not need to be ashamed and who correct ly handles the word of
truth. Avoid god less chat ter, because those who indulge in it will become
more and more ungod ly. Their teaching will spread like gangrene. Among
them are Hy menaeus and Phi letus, who have departed from the truth.
They say that the resur rection has al ready taken place, and they destroy
1:15–2:18
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the faith of some. Never theless, God’s solid foundation stands firm, sealed
with this inscription: “The Lord knows those who are his,” and, “Everyone
who confesses the name of the Lord must turn away from wickedness.”
In a large house there are ar ticles not only of gold and silver, but also
of wood and clay; some are for special pur poses and some for com mon
use. Those who cleanse themselves from the lat ter will be instruments for
special pur poses, made holy, useful to the Master and prepared to do any
good work.
Flee the evil desires of youth and pursue righteousness, faith, love and
peace, along with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart. Don’t
have any thing to do with foolish and stupid argu ments, because you know
they produce quar rels. And the Lord’s ser vant must not be quar relsome
but must be kind to everyone, able to teach, not resent ful. Opponents must
be gent ly instructed, in the hope that God will grant them repentance
lead ing them to a knowledge of the truth, and that they will come to their
senses and escape from the trap of the dev il, who has taken them captive
to do his will.
1
But mark this: There will be ter rible times in the last days. People will be
lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boast ful, proud, abusive, disobedient
to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, without love, unforgiv ing, slanderous,
without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God — hav ing a form of godliness but deny ing its power. Have nothing to do with such people.
They are the kind who worm their way into homes and gain control
over gul lible women, who are loaded down with sins and are swayed by
all kinds of evil desires, always learning but never able to come to a knowledge of the truth. Just as Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so also these
teachers oppose the truth. They are men of depraved minds, who, as far as
the faith is concerned, are rejected. But they will not get very far because,
as in the case of those men, their folly will be clear to everyone.
1
You, however, know all about my teach ing, my way of life, my pur pose,
faith, patience, love, endurance, persecutions, suf fer ings — what kinds of
things happened to me in Antioch, Iconium and Lystra, the persecutions I
endured. Yet the Lord rescued me from all of them. In fact, everyone who
wants to live a god ly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, while evildoers
and impostors will go from bad to worse, deceiv ing and being deceived. But
as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced
of, because you know those from whom you learned it, and how from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for
salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is God-breathed and is

2:19–3:16

02NT_Rom-Phm_TBoTB_2.indd 237

5/11/2011 6:53:25 PM

238 | 2 Timothy

useful for teaching, rebuk ing, correct ing and training in righteousness, so
that the ser vant of God may be thorough ly equipped for every good work.
In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the liv ing
and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this
charge: Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct,
rebuke and encourage — with great patience and careful instruction. For
the time will come when people will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itch ing ears want to hear. They will turn
their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. But you, keep your
head in all sit uations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry.
For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time for
my depar ture is near. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I
have kept the faith. Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness,
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day — and not
only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing.
3
3
o your best to come to me quick ly, for Demas, because he loved this
world, has deserted me and has gone to Thessa lonica. Crescens has
gone to Ga latia, and Titus to Dalmatia. Only Luke is with me. Get Mark and
bring him with you, because he is helpful to me in my ministry. I sent Tychicus to Ephesus. When you come, bring the cloak that I left with Car pus at
Troas, and my scrolls, especially the parchments.
Alexander the metalworker did me a great deal of harm. The Lord will
repay him for what he has done. You too should be on your guard against
him, because he strongly opposed our message.
At my first defense, no one came to my support, but everyone deserted
me. May it not be held against them. But the Lord stood at my side and gave
me strength, so that through me the message might be fully proclaimed and
all the Gentiles might hear it. And I was delivered from the lion’s mouth.
The Lord will rescue me from every evil at tack and will bring me safely to
his heaven ly kingdom. To him be glory for ever and ever. Amen.
1
Greet Priscil la and Aqui la and the household of Onesiphorus. Erastus
stayed in Corinth, and I left Trophimus sick in Miletus. Do your best to get
here before winter. Eubu lus greets you, and so do Pudens, Linus, Claudia
and all the brothers and sisters.
The Lord be with your spirit. Grace be with you all.

D
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