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INVITATION TO

MATTHEW

The book known as Matthew is an account of the life and teaching of Jesus. While
[YHKP[PVUZH`Z[OLKPZJPWSL4H[[OL^^YV[LP[[OLH\[OVYUL]LYPKLU[PÄLZOPTZLSM)\[
OLTH`ILNP]PUN\ZHJS\L[VOPZPKLU[P[`^OLUOLPUJS\KLZH[HZ[YH[LNPJWSHJLPU
the book, a saying of Jesus that isn’t recorded anywhere else: every teacher of the law
who has become a disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like the owner of a house who
brings out of his storeroom new treasures as well as old. This clue, and the character
VM[OLIVVRP[ZLSMZ\NNLZ[[OH[[OLH\[OVY^HZHJ[\HSS`ZVTLVULOPNOS`[YHPULKPU[OL
Hebrew Scriptures, rather than a tax collector like Matthew.

0[»ZOHYK[V[LSSL_HJ[S`^OLYLHUK^OLU[OPZIVVR^HZ^YP[[LU)\[T\JOVM^OH[
P[ZH`ZJHUILILZ[\UKLYZ[VVKI`[OVZL^OVHYLMHTPSPHY^P[O0ZYHLS»Z:JYPW[\YLZZV
^LJHUILYLHZVUHIS`Z\YLP[^HZ^YP[[LU^P[OPUHJVTT\UP[`VM1L^Z^OVILSPL]LK
PU 1LZ\Z HZ [OLPY 4LZZPHO 0[Z H\[OVY ^HZ TVZ[ SPRLS` PU V[OLY ^VYKZ H teacher of
the law who had been instructed about the kingdom of heaven that Jesus was now
LZ[HISPZOPUNVULHY[O/L^YV[L[V[LSSOPZMLSSV^1L^ZOV^1LZ\Z[OLWYVTPZLKRPUN
^HZJYLH[PUNHUL^JVTT\UP[`I`IYPUNPUN[OLHUJPLU[1L^PZOZ[VY`[VP[ZJSPTH_;OPZ
IVVR\ZLZHJVTIPUH[PVUVMSP[LYHY`MVYTZHUHUJLZ[VYSPZ["HJ[PVUZLX\LUJLZ"JVSSLJ[LK
[LHJOPUNZ[VZOV^[OH[.VKPZM\SÄSSPUNOPZHUJPLU[WYVTPZLZ[V0ZYHLS[OYV\NO[OLSPML
HUKTPUPZ[Y`VM1LZ\ZVM5HaHYL[O

;V WVY[YH` 1LZ\Z HZ [OL J\STPUH[PVU VM [OL ^VYR .VK ILNHU [OYV\NO 0ZYHLS [OL
author starts the book with a list of Jesus’ ancestors. The list highlights how Jesus was
the son KLZJLUKHU[of David 0ZYHLS»Z TVZ[ MHTV\Z RPUN HUK [OLson of Abraham,
Israel’s founding patriarch. In other words, Jesus is the true Israelite and the longH^HP[LK4LZZPHO;OLSPZ[PZHYYHUNLK[VZOV^1LZ\ZJVTPUNH[[OLILNPUUPUNVM[OL
ZL]LU[ONYV\WVMZL]LUNLULYH[PVUZZPUJL(IYHOHT;OLZL]LU[OZL]LU^HZMVY[OL
1L^ZH[PTLVMZWLJPHSJLSLIYH[PVUZV[OLTLZZHNLPZ[OH[1LZ\ZJHTL[VIYPUNHZWLJPHS
[PTLVM.VK»ZISLZZPUN[V[OL^VYSK
After this opening ancestor list, the author tells the story of Jesus’ life. He draws
ZL]LYHSWHYHSSLSZH[[OLILNPUUPUNVM[OLZ[VY`IL[^LLU1LZ\ZHUK4VZLZ-VYL_HTWSLSPRL
4VZLZ1LZ\ZUHYYV^S`LZJHWLZKLH[O^OLUHY\SLYH[[LTW[Z[VRPSSHSS/LIYL^IHI`IV`Z
Just as Moses spent forty years in the desert, Jesus spends forty days in the desert before
ILNPUUPUNOPZTPUPZ[Y`(Z[OLZLWHYHSSLSZKL]LSVW[OL`ZOV^[OH[Q\Z[HZ4VZLZ^HZ[OL
MV\UKLYVM[OLVYPNPUHSUH[PVUVM0ZYHLS1LZ\ZJHTLHZ[OLMV\UKLYVMHYLUL^LK0ZYHLS

1LZ\Z HSZV LTIVKPLZ [OPZ YLUL^LK 0ZYHLS OPTZLSM /PZ L_WLYPLUJL LJOVLZ [OL
[OLTLZ VM 0ZYHLS»Z L_WLYPLUJL \UKLY 4VZLZ )\[ ^OLYL 0ZYHLS MHPSLK [V MVSSV^ .VK
1LZ\Z VIL`Z :VVU HM[LY .VK YLZJ\LK 0ZYHLS MYVT ZSH]LY` PU ,N`W[ HUK MVYTLK [OLT
PU[VHUH[PVU[^VRL`L]LU[ZOHWWLULK9PNO[HM[LYHJV]LUHU[THRPUNJLYLTVU`PU
[OLKLZLY[[OLWLVWSLMLSS[V[OL[LTW[H[PVUVM^VYZOPWWPUNV[OLYNVKZ3H[LY0ZYHLS
crossed the Jordan River and followed their leader Joshua into the land God had
WYVTPZLK [OLT;OL IVVR VM 4H[[OL^ ZOV^Z OV^ [^V JVYYLZWVUKPUN L]LU[Z [VVR
WSHJLH[[OLILNPUUPUNVM1LZ\Z»V^UTPUPZ[Y`1LZ\ZNVLZKV^U[V[OL1VYKHU9P]LYHUK
PZIHW[PaLKPUHJLYLTVU`[OH[KLTVUZ[YH[LZOPZSV`HS[`[V.VK»ZJV]LUHU[^P[O0ZYHLS
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;OLU1LZ\ZNVLZPU[V[OLKLZLY[HUKPZHSZV[LTW[LK)\[OLYLZPZ[Z[OLLU[PJLTLU[[V
L]PSHUK[YP\TWOZV]LY.VK»ZHK]LYZHY`0UHSSVM[OPZ4H[[OL^YL]LHSZ1LZ\ZHZZ[HY[PUN
HTV]LTLU[[VYLUL^0ZYHLSPU]P[PUN[OLWLVWSL[VHUL^ILNPUUPUN^P[O[OLPY.VK

)\[[OL H\[OVYKYH^Z[OLTVZ[PTWVY[HU[WHYHSSLSIL[^LLU1LZ\ZHUK4VZLZI`
[OL^H`OLVYNHUPaLZOPZ^VYRHZH^OVSL4VZLZNH]L[OLWLVWSLVM0ZYHLS[OL;VYHO
VY SH^ HUK P[ ^HZ [YHKP[PVUHSS` KP]PKLK PU[V Ä]L IVVRZ 0U 4H[[OL^ [OL [LHJOPUNZ
VM 1LZ\Z HYL VYNHUPaLK PU[V Ä]L SVUN ZWLLJOLZ ^OPJO HYL PUZLY[LK PU[V [OL Z[VY` H[
intervals. Just as Moses went up Mount Sinai to receive the law, Jesus goes up on a
TV\U[HPU[VNP]LOPZÄYZ[ZWLLJO0U[OLZL^H`Z1LZ\ZPZYL]LHSLKHZ[OLUL^4VZLZ
HUKOPZ[LHJOPUNILJVTLZ[OLMV\UKH[PVUVM[OLT\S[PUH[PVUHSJVTT\UP[`[OH[UV^
constitutes the people of God.

;VZOV^\ZOV^PTWVY[HU[[OLZLÄ]LZWLLJOLZHYL[OLH\[OVYTHYRZ[OLTHSSPU
[OLZHTL^H`,HJOVULILNPUZ^P[O[OLKPZJPWSLZJVTPUN[V1LZ\ZMVY[LHJOPUN,HJO
one ends with a variation of the phrase, >OLU1LZ\ZOHKÄUPZOLKZH`PUN[OLZL[OPUNZ
;OLZLÄ]LZWLLJOLZL_WYLZZÄ]LKPMMLYLU[[OLTLZHUK[OLZL[OLTLZY\U[OYV\NO[OL
LWPZVKLZPU[OLZ[VY`[OH[SLHK\W[V[OLT(UKZV[OLJVYLVM[OLIVVRPZKP]PKLKPU[V
Ä]L[OLTH[PJZLJ[PVUZJVUZPZ[PUNVMZ[VY`WS\Z[LHJOPUN;OLZLZLJ[PVUZHKKYLZZÄ]LRL`
HZWLJ[ZVM[OLRPUNKVTVMOLH]LU!
!;OLÄYZ[ZLJ[PVUYL]LHSZ[OH[[OPZRPUNKVTPZIHZLKVUH^H`VMrighteous living in
^OPJOV\[^HYKHJ[PVUL_WYLZZLZPU^HYKJOHYHJ[LYWW¶
!;OLZLJVUKZLJ[PVUKLTVUZ[YH[LZOV^1LZ\ZJOVZL[^LS]LKPZJPWSLZHZHZ`TIVS
VM[OLYLUL^LK0ZYHLSHUKZLU[[OLTV\[VUHmission[VHUUV\UJL[OLJVTPUNVM
[OLRPUNKVTVMOLH]LUWW¶
: The third section explores the mystery VM [OL RPUNKVT! P[»Z OHYK [V YLJVNUPaL
HUKLHZ`[VTPZ\UKLYZ[HUKI\[P[»ZUL]LY[OLSLZZHJ[P]LS`NYV^PUN[OYV\NOV\[[OL
^VYSKWW¶
!;OLMV\Y[OZLJ[PVUZOV^ZOV^[OLRPUNKVTVMOLH]LUJYLH[LZHUL^family, the
JVTT\UP[`VM1LZ\Z»MVSSV^LYZWW¶
!;OLÄM[OZLJ[PVUZOV^Z[OH[[OLdestinyVM[OPZRPUNKVTPZMVYP[ZJP[PaLUZ[VIL
ZJH[[LYLK[OYV\NOV\[[OL^VYSKI`[OLPYLULTPLZNP]PUN[OLT[OLVWWVY[\UP[`[V
[LSSWLVWSLL]LY`^OLYLHIV\[1LZ\ZWW¶
After this new Torah has been given, the book concludes with the story of how
1LZ\ZWLYMVYTLKHNYLH[UL^HJ[VMYLKLTW[PVUMVYOPZWLVWSL0U[OLHUJPLU[Z[VY`VM
0ZYHLS»Z L_VK\Z H 7HZZV]LY TLHS ^HZ JLSLIYH[LK HUK [OLU [OL KLSP]LYHUJL JHTL 0U
this story, Jesus celebrates the Passover with his disciples and then gives his life for the
ZHRLVM[OL^VYSK/LPZ[OLUYHPZLKMYVT[OLKLHK[OLKH^UVMHKH`VMUL^JYLH[PVU
([[OLILNPUUPUNVM4H[[OL^1LZ\Z»IPY[O^HZHUUV\UJLK^P[O[OLUHTLImmanuel,
^OPJOTLHUZ¸.VK^P[O\Z¹([[OLLUKVM[OLIVVR1LZ\ZZLUKZOPZJSVZLZ[MVSSV^LYZ
to go and make disciples of all nationsWYVTPZPUN[OLTZ\YLS`0HT^P[O`V\HS^H`Z
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his is the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah the son of David, the son of
Abra ham:
Abra ham was the father of Isaac,
Isaac the father of Jacob,
Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers,
Judah the father of Perez and Zerah, whose mother was Tamar,
Perez the father of Hezron,
Hezron the father of Ram,
Ram the father of Amminadab,
Amminadab the father of Nahshon,
Nahshon the father of Salmon,
Salmon the father of Boaz, whose mother was Ra hab,
Boaz the father of Obed, whose mother was Ruth,
Obed the father of Jesse,
and Jesse the father of King David.
David was the father of Solomon, whose mother had been Uriah’s
wife,
Solomon the father of Rehoboam,
Rehoboam the father of Abijah,
Abijah the father of Asa,
Asa the father of Jehoshaphat,
Jehoshaphat the father of Jehoram,
Jehoram the father of Uzziah,
Uzziah the father of Jotham,
Jotham the father of Ahaz,
Ahaz the father of Hezekiah,
Hezekiah the father of Manasseh,
Manasseh the father of Amon,
Amon the father of Josiah,
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and Josiah the father of Jeconiah and his brothers at the time of the
ex ile to Babylon.
Af ter the ex ile to Babylon:
Jeconiah was the father of Shealtiel,
Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel,
Zerubbabel the father of Abihud,
Abihud the father of Elia kim,
Elia kim the father of Azor,
Azor the father of Zadok,
Zadok the father of Akim,
Akim the father of Elihud,
Elihud the father of Eleazar,
Eleazar the father of Mat than,
Mat than the father of Jacob,
and Jacob the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary, and Mary was
the mother of Jesus who is called the Messiah.
Thus there were four teen generations in all from Abra ham to David,
four teen from David to the ex ile to Babylon, and four teen from the ex ile to
the Messiah.
3
3
3
his is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary
was pledged to be mar ried to Joseph, but before they came together,
she was found to be preg nant through the Holy Spirit. Because Joseph her
husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to ex pose her to public
disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quiet ly.
But af ter he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him
in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary
home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.
She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because
he will save his people from their sins.”
All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him
Immanuel” (which means “God with us”).
When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. But he did not consummate
their mar riage until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name
Jesus.
1
Af ter Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod,
Magi from the east came to Jerusa lem and asked, “Where is the one who

T

1:11–2:2
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has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come
to worship him.”
When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusa lem with
him. When he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers
of the law, he asked them where the Messiah was to be born. “In Bethlehem
in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has writ ten:
“ ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for out of you will come a ruler
who will shepherd my people Israel.’ ”
Then Herod called the Magi secret ly and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared. He sent them to Beth lehem and said, “Go
and search carefully for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so
that I too may go and worship him.”
Af ter they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they
had seen when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place
where the child was. When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed
down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented
him with gifts of gold, frank incense and myrrh. And hav ing been warned
in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route.
When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a
dream. “Get up,” he said, “take the child and his mother and escape to
Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child
to kill him.”
So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for
Egypt, where he stayed until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what
the Lord had said through the prophet: “Out of Egypt I called my son.”
When Herod realized that he had been out wit ted by the Magi, he was
furious, and he gave orders to kill all the boys in Beth lehem and its vicinity who were two years old and under, in accordance with the time he had
learned from the Magi. Then what was said through the prophet Jeremiah
was fulfilled:
“A voice is heard in Ramah,
weeping and great mourning,
Rachel weeping for her children
and refusing to be comforted,
because they are no more.”
Af ter Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph
2:3–2:19
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in Egypt and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother and go to the land
of Israel, for those who were try ing to take the child’s life are dead.”
So he got up, took the child and his mother and went to the land of
Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus was reign ing in Judea in place
of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. Hav ing been warned in a
dream, he withdrew to the district of Gal i lee, and he went and lived in a
town called Nazareth. So was fulfilled what was said through the prophets,
that he would be called a Nazarene.
1
In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea
and say ing, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” This is he
who was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah:
“A voice of one calling in the wilderness,
‘Prepare the way for the Lord,
make straight paths for him.’ ”
John’s clothes were made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather belt
around his waist. His food was locusts and wild honey. People went out to
him from Jerusa lem and all Judea and the whole region of the Jordan. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River.
But when he saw many of the Phar isees and Sadducees com ing to
where he was baptizing, he said to them: “You brood of vipers! Who warned
you to flee from the com ing wrath? Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not think you can say to yourselves, ‘We have Abra ham as
our father.’ I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for
Abra ham. The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does
not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.
“I baptize you with water for repentance. But af ter me comes one who
is more power ful than I, whose sandals I am not wor thy to car ry. He will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnow ing fork is in his hand,
and he will clear his threshing floor, gathering his wheat into the barn and
burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”
1
Then Jesus came from Gal i lee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. But
John tried to deter him, say ing, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you
come to me?”
Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all
righteousness.” Then John consented.
As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spir it of God descend ing like a
dove and alight ing on him. And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son,
whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”
2:20–3:17
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1
Then Jesus was led by the Spir it into the wilder ness to be tempted by the
dev il. Af ter fast ing for ty days and for ty nights, he was hungry. The tempter
came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.”
Jesus answered, “It is writ ten: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but
on every word that comes from the mouth of God.’ ”
Then the dev il took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself
down. For it is writ ten:
“ ‘He will command his angels concerning you,
and they will lift you up in their hands,
so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’ ”
Jesus answered him, “It is also writ ten: ‘Do not put the Lord your God
to the test.’ ”
Again, the dev il took him to a very high mountain and showed him all
the kingdoms of the world and their splendor. “All this I will give you,” he
said, “if you will bow down and worship me.”
Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is writ ten: ‘Worship the
Lord your God, and serve him only.’ ”
Then the dev il left him, and angels came and at tended him.
1
When Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, he withdrew to Galilee.
Leav ing Nazareth, he went and lived in Capernaum, which was by the lake
in the area of Zebu lun and Naphta li — to fulfill what was said through the
prophet Isaiah:
“Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali,
the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan,
Galilee of the Gentiles —
the people living in darkness
have seen a great light;
on those living in the land of the shadow of death
a light has dawned.”
From that time on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of
heaven has come near.”
1
As Jesus was walk ing beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon
called Peter and his brother Andrew. They were cast ing a net into the lake,
for they were fishermen. “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you
out to fish for people.” At once they left their nets and followed him.
4:1–4:20
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Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee
and his brother John. They were in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus called them, and immediately they left the boat and
their father and followed him.
1
Jesus went throughout Gal i lee, teach ing in their synagogues, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and heal ing every disease and sickness among the people. News about him spread all over Syria, and people
brought to him all who were ill with various diseases, those suffering severe
pain, the demon-possessed, those hav ing seizures, and the para lyzed; and
he healed them. Large crowds from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusa lem, Judea and the region across the Jordan followed him.
2
2
Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat
down. His disciples came to him, and he began to teach them.
He said:
“Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are those who mourn,
for they will be comforted.
Blessed are the meek,
for they will inherit the earth.
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
for they will be filled.
Blessed are the merciful,
for they will be shown mercy.
Blessed are the pure in heart,
for they will see God.
Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they will be called children of God.
Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
“Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say
all kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because
great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the
prophets who were before you.
1
“You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its salt iness, how can it be

4:21–5:13
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made salty again? It is no longer good for any thing, except to be thrown out
and trampled underfoot.
“You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden.
Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it
on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let
your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.
1
“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have
not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. For tru ly I tell you, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest let ter, not the least stroke of a
pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until every thing is accomplished. Therefore anyone who sets aside one of the least of these commands and teaches others accordingly will be called least in the kingdom of
heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called
great in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you that unless your righteousness
surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will cer tainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.
“You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘You shall not
murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to judg ment.’ But I tell
you that anyone who is angry with a brother or sister will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to a brother or sister, ‘Raca,’ is answerable
to the court. And anyone who says, ‘You fool!’ will be in danger of the fire
of hell.
“Therefore, if you are of fering your gift at the altar and there remember
that your brother or sister has something against you, leave your gift there
in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to them; then come and of fer
your gift.
“Set tle mat ters quick ly with your adversary who is tak ing you to court.
Do it while you are still together on the way, or your adversary may hand
you over to the judge, and the judge may hand you over to the of ficer,
and you may be thrown into prison. Tru ly I tell you, you will not get out until you have paid the last penny.
“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ But I
tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lust fully has already commit ted
adultery with her in his heart. If your right eye causes you to stumble, gouge
it out and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than
for your whole body to be thrown into hell. And if your right hand causes
you to stumble, cut it off and throw it away. It is bet ter for you to lose one
part of your body than for your whole body to go into hell.
“It has been said, ‘Anyone who divorces his wife must give her a certif icate of divorce.’ But I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except

5:14–5:32

03NT_Mt-Heb-Jas_TBoTB_2.indd 247

5/11/2011 6:53:56 PM

248 | Matthew

for sex ual im morality, makes her the victim of adultery, and anyone who
marries a divorced woman commits adultery.
“Again, you have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘Do not
break your oath, but fulfill to the Lord the vows you have made.’ But I tell
you, do not swear an oath at all: either by heaven, for it is God’s throne; or by
the earth, for it is his footstool; or by Jerusa lem, for it is the city of the Great
King. And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make even one hair
white or black. All you need to say is simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; any thing beyond
this comes from the evil one.
“You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.’ But I
tell you, do not resist an evil person. If anyone slaps you on the right cheek,
turn to them the other cheek also. And if anyone wants to sue you and take
your shirt, hand over your coat as well. If anyone forces you to go one mile,
go with them two miles. Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away
from the one who wants to borrow from you.
“You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your
enemy.’ But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute
you, that you may be children of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun
to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the
unrighteous. If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are
not even the tax collectors doing that? And if you greet only your own people, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that? Be
perfect, therefore, as your heaven ly Father is perfect.
1
“Be careful not to practice your righteousness in front of others to be seen
by them. If you do, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven.
“So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as
the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by
others. Tru ly I tell you, they have received their reward in full. But when
you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand
is doing, so that your giv ing may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees
what is done in secret, will reward you.
“And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray
standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by others.
Tru ly I tell you, they have received their reward in full. But when you pray,
go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen.
Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. And
when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will
be heard because of their many words. Do not be like them, for your Father
knows what you need before you ask him.
“This, then, is how you should pray:
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“ ‘Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts,
as we also have forgiven our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from the evil one. ’
For if you forgive other people when they sin against you, your heaven ly
Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive others their sins, your
Father will not forgive your sins.
“When you fast, do not look somber as the hypocrites do, for they disfig ure their faces to show others they are fast ing. Tru ly I tell you, they have
received their reward in full. But when you fast, put oil on your head and
wash your face, so that it will not be obvious to others that you are fast ing,
but only to your Father, who is unseen; and your Father, who sees what is
done in secret, will reward you.
1
“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and ver min do not destroy, and
where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there
your heart will be also.
“The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are healthy, your whole
body will be full of light. But if your eyes are un healthy, your whole body
will be full of dark ness. If then the light within you is dark ness, how great
is that dark ness!
“No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love
the other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.
“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or
drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food,
and the body more than clothes? Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow
or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are
you not much more valuable than they? Can any one of you by wor ry ing
add a single hour to your life ?
“And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the field
grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all
his splendor was dressed like one of these. If that is how God clothes the
6:10–6:30
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grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire,
will he not much more clothe you — you of lit tle faith? So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’
For the pagans run af ter all these things, and your heaven ly Father knows
that you need them. But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and
all these things will be given to you as well. Therefore do not worry about
tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.
1
“Do not judge, or you too will be judged. For in the same way you judge others, you will be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured
to you.
“Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay
no at tention to the plank in your own eye? How can you say to your brother,
‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when all the time there is a plank in
your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, and
then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye.
“Do not give dogs what is sacred; do not throw your pearls to pigs. If
you do, they may trample them under their feet, and turn and tear you to
pieces.
1
“Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door
will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks
finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.
“Which of you, if your son asks for bread, will give him a stone? Or if
he asks for a fish, will give him a snake? If you, then, though you are evil,
know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him! So in every thing, do to
others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and
the Prophets.
1
“Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road
that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. But small is the gate
and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.
“Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but
inward ly they are ferocious wolves. By their fruit you will recog nize them.
Do people pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? Likewise,
every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. A good tree
cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. Every tree that
does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. Thus, by their
fruit you will recog nize them.
“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of
heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.
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Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your
name and in your name drive out demons and in your name perform many
miracles?’ Then I will tell them plain ly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me,
you evildoers!’
“Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them
into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. The rain
came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that
house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice
is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. The rain came down, the
streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell
with a great crash.”
1
When Jesus had finished say ing these things, the crowds were amazed at
his teaching, because he taught as one who had authority, and not as their
teachers of the law.
3
3
3
hen Jesus came down from the mountainside, large crowds followed
him. A man with leprosy came and knelt before him and said, “Lord,
if you are willing, you can make me clean.”
Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. “I am will ing,” he
said. “Be clean!” Im mediately he was cleansed of his leprosy. Then Jesus
said to him, “See that you don’t tell anyone. But go, show yourself to the
priest and of fer the gift Moses commanded, as a testimony to them.”
1
When Jesus had entered Caper naum, a centu rion came to him, ask ing
for help. “Lord,” he said, “my ser vant lies at home para lyzed, suf fer ing
ter ribly.”
Jesus said to him, “Shall I come and heal him?”
The centurion replied, “Lord, I do not deserve to have you come under
my roof. But just say the word, and my ser vant will be healed. For I myself
am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, ‘Go,’ and
he goes; and that one, ‘Come,’ and he comes. I say to my ser vant, ‘Do this,’
and he does it.”
When Jesus heard this, he was amazed and said to those follow ing him,
“Truly I tell you, I have not found anyone in Israel with such great faith. I say
to you that many will come from the east and the west, and will take their
places at the feast with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven.
But the subjects of the kingdom will be thrown outside, into the dark ness,
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

W
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