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Then he left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples came to
him and said, “Ex plain to us the parable of the weeds in the field.”
He answered, “The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man.
The field is the world, and the good seed stands for the people of the kingdom. The weeds are the people of the evil one, and the enemy who sows
them is the dev il. The har vest is the end of the age, and the har vesters are
angels.
“As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the
end of the age. The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed
out of his kingdom every thing that causes sin and all who do evil. They
will throw them into the blazing furnace, where there will be weeping and
gnash ing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Whoever has ears, let them hear.
1
“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man
found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and
bought that field.
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant look ing for fine pearls.
When he found one of great value, he went away and sold every thing he had
and bought it.
1
“Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was let down into the
lake and caught all kinds of fish. When it was full, the fishermen pulled it up
on the shore. Then they sat down and collected the good fish in baskets, but
threw the bad away. This is how it will be at the end of the age. The angels
will come and separate the wicked from the righteous and throw them into
the blazing furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
1
“Have you understood all these things?” Jesus asked.
“Yes,” they replied.
He said to them, “Therefore every teacher of the law who has become
a disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like the owner of a house who brings
out of his storeroom new treasures as well as old.”
3
3
3
hen Jesus had fin ished these parables, he moved on from there.
Coming to his hometown, he began teaching the people in their synagogue, and they were amazed. “Where did this man get this wisdom and
these miracu lous powers?” they asked. “Isn’t this the car penter’s son? Isn’t
his mother’s name Mary, and aren’t his brothers James, Joseph, Simon and
Judas? Aren’t all his sisters with us? Where then did this man get all these
things?” And they took of fense at him.
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But Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor except in his
own town and in his own home.”
And he did not do many miracles there because of their lack of faith.
1
At that time Herod the tetrarch heard the reports about Jesus, and he said
to his at tendants, “This is John the Baptist; he has risen from the dead! That
is why miracu lous powers are at work in him.”
Now Herod had ar rested John and bound him and put him in prison
because of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, for John had been say ing to
him: “It is not law ful for you to have her.” Herod wanted to kill John, but he
was afraid of the people, because they considered John a prophet.
On Herod’s birthday the daughter of Herodias danced for the guests
and pleased Herod so much that he promised with an oath to give her whatever she asked. Prompted by her mother, she said, “Give me here on a platter the head of John the Baptist.” The king was distressed, but because of his
oaths and his dinner guests, he ordered that her request be granted and had
John beheaded in the prison. His head was brought in on a platter and given
to the girl, who carried it to her mother. John’s disciples came and took his
body and buried it. Then they went and told Jesus.
1
When Jesus heard what had happened, he withdrew by boat privately to a
sol itary place. Hear ing of this, the crowds fol lowed him on foot from the
towns. When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on
them and healed their sick.
As evening approached, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a
remote place, and it’s al ready get ting late. Send the crowds away, so they
can go to the villages and buy themselves some food.”
Jesus replied, “They do not need to go away. You give them something
to eat.”
“We have here only five loaves of bread and two fish,” they answered.
“Bring them here to me,” he said. And he di rected the people to sit
down on the grass. Tak ing the five loaves and the two fish and look ing up
to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then he gave them to the
disciples, and the disciples gave them to the people. They all ate and were
sat isfied, and the disciples picked up twelve basket fuls of broken pieces
that were left over. The number of those who ate was about five thousand
men, besides women and children.
1
Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of
him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowd. Af ter he had dismissed
them, he went up on a mountainside by himself to pray. Later that night,
he was there alone, and the boat was already a considerable distance from
land, buf feted by the waves because the wind was against it.
13:58–14:24
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Short ly before dawn Jesus went out to them, walk ing on the lake. When
the disciples saw him walk ing on the lake, they were terrified. “It’s a ghost,”
they said, and cried out in fear.
But Jesus im mediately said to them: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be
afraid.”
“Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the water.”
“Come,” he said.
Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came
toward Jesus. But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to
sink, cried out, “Lord, save me!”
Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. “You of lit tle
faith,” he said, “why did you doubt?”
And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. Then those
who were in the boat worshiped him, say ing, “Tru ly you are the Son of
God.”
1
When they had crossed over, they landed at Gennesaret. And when the men
of that place recog nized Jesus, they sent word to all the surrounding country. People brought all their sick to him and begged him to let the sick just
touch the edge of his cloak, and all who touched it were healed.
1
Then some Pharisees and teachers of the law came to Jesus from Jerusa lem
and asked, “Why do your disciples break the tradition of the elders? They
don’t wash their hands before they eat!”
Jesus replied, “And why do you break the command of God for the sake
of your tradition? For God said, ‘Honor your father and mother’ and ‘Anyone who curses their father or mother is to be put to death.’ But you say
that if anyone declares that what might have been used to help their father
or mother is ‘devoted to God,’ they are not to ‘honor their father or mother’
with it. Thus you nullify the word of God for the sake of your tradition. You
hypocrites! Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you:
“ ‘These people honor me with their lips,
but their hearts are far from me.
They worship me in vain;
their teachings are merely human rules.’ ”
Jesus called the crowd to him and said, “Listen and understand. What
goes into someone’s mouth does not defile them, but what comes out of
their mouth, that is what defiles them.”
Then the disciples came to him and asked, “Do you know that the Pharisees were of fended when they heard this?”
He replied, “Every plant that my heaven ly Father has not planted will
14:25–15:13
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be pulled up by the roots. Leave them; they are blind guides. If the blind
lead the blind, both will fall into a pit.”
Peter said, “Ex plain the parable to us.”
“Are you still so dull?” Jesus asked them. “Don’t you see that whatever
enters the mouth goes into the stomach and then out of the body? But the
things that come out of a person’s mouth come from the heart, and these
defile them. For out of the heart come evil thoughts — murder, adultery,
sex ual im morality, theft, false testimony, slander. These are what defile a
person; but eat ing with unwashed hands does not defile them.”
1
Leav ing that place, Jesus withdrew to the region of Tyre and Sidon. A Canaan ite woman from that vicin ity came to him, cry ing out, “Lord, Son of
David, have mercy on me! My daughter is demon-possessed and suf fering
ter ribly.”
Jesus did not answer a word. So his disciples came to him and urged
him, “Send her away, for she keeps cry ing out af ter us.”
He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel.”
The woman came and knelt before him. “Lord, help me!” she said.
He replied, “It is not right to take the children’s bread and toss it to the
dogs.”
“Yes it is, Lord,” she said. “Even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from
their master’s table.”
Then Jesus said to her, “Woman, you have great faith! Your request is
granted.” And her daughter was healed at that moment.
1
Jesus left there and went along the Sea of Gal i lee. Then he went up on a
mountainside and sat down. Great crowds came to him, bring ing the lame,
the blind, the crippled, the mute and many others, and laid them at his feet;
and he healed them. The people were amazed when they saw the mute
speak ing, the crippled made well, the lame walk ing and the blind seeing.
And they praised the God of Israel.
Jesus called his disciples to him and said, “I have compassion for these
people; they have al ready been with me three days and have noth ing to
eat. I do not want to send them away hungry, or they may collapse on the
way.”
His disciples answered, “Where could we get enough bread in this remote place to feed such a crowd?”
“How many loaves do you have?” Jesus asked.
“Seven,” they replied, “and a few small fish.”
He told the crowd to sit down on the ground. Then he took the seven loaves and the fish, and when he had given thanks, he broke them and
gave them to the disciples, and they in turn to the people. They all ate and
were sat isfied. Af ter ward the disciples picked up seven basket fuls of broken
15:14–15:37
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pieces that were left over. The number of those who ate was four thousand
men, besides women and children. Af ter Jesus had sent the crowd away, he
got into the boat and went to the vicinity of Magadan.
1
The Pharisees and Sadducees came to Jesus and tested him by ask ing him
to show them a sign from heaven.
He replied, “When evening comes, you say, ‘It will be fair weather, for
the sky is red,’ and in the morn ing, ‘Today it will be stormy, for the sky is
red and overcast.’ You know how to inter pret the appearance of the sky, but
you cannot inter pret the signs of the times. A wicked and adulterous generation looks for a sign, but none will be given it except the sign of Jonah.”
Jesus then left them and went away.
When they went across the lake, the disciples forgot to take bread. “Be
careful,” Jesus said to them. “Be on your guard against the yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees.”
They discussed this among themselves and said, “It is because we
didn’t bring any bread.”
Aware of their discussion, Jesus asked, “You of lit tle faith, why are you
talk ing among yourselves about hav ing no bread? Do you still not understand? Don’t you remember the five loaves for the five thousand, and how
many basket fuls you gathered? Or the seven loaves for the four thousand,
and how many basket fuls you gathered? How is it you don’t understand
that I was not talk ing to you about bread? But be on your guard against the
yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees.” Then they understood that he was
not telling them to guard against the yeast used in bread, but against the
teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees.
1
When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples,
“Who do people say the Son of Man is?”
They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still
others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”
“But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?”
Si mon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the liv ing
God.”
Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven. And I tell you
that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of
Hades will not overcome it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you
loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” Then he ordered his disciples not
to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.
From that time on Jesus began to ex plain to his disciples that he must
go to Jerusa lem and suf fer many things at the hands of the elders, the chief
15:38–16:21
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priests and the teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on the
third day be raised to life.
Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. “Never, Lord!” he said.
“This shall never happen to you!”
Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely
human concerns.”
Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must
deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For whoever wants
to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will find it.
What good will it be for someone to gain the whole world, yet for feit their
soul? Or what can anyone give in exchange for their soul? For the Son of
Man is going to come in his Father’s glory with his angels, and then he will
reward each person according to what they have done.
“Truly I tell you, some who are standing here will not taste death before
they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”
1
Af ter six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the brother of
James, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. There he was
transfig ured before them. His face shone like the sun, and his clothes became as white as the light. Just then there appeared before them Moses and
Elijah, talk ing with Jesus.
Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here. If you wish, I will
put up three shelters — one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.”
While he was still speak ing, a bright cloud covered them, and a voice
from the cloud said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well
pleased. Listen to him!”
When the disciples heard this, they fell facedown to the ground, terrified. But Jesus came and touched them. “Get up,” he said. “Don’t be afraid.”
When they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus.
As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus instructed them, “Don’t
tell anyone what you have seen, until the Son of Man has been raised from
the dead.”
The disciples asked him, “Why then do the teachers of the law say that
Elijah must come first?”
Jesus replied, “To be sure, Elijah comes and will restore all things. But I
tell you, Elijah has already come, and they did not recog nize him, but have
done to him every thing they wished. In the same way the Son of Man is
going to suf fer at their hands.” Then the disciples understood that he was
talk ing to them about John the Baptist.
1
When they came to the crowd, a man approached Jesus and knelt before
him. “Lord, have mercy on my son,” he said. “He has seizures and is suf16:22–17:15
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fering great ly. He of ten falls into the fire or into the water. I brought him to
your disciples, but they could not heal him.”
“You unbeliev ing and per verse generation,” Jesus replied, “how long
shall I stay with you? How long shall I put up with you? Bring the boy here
to me.” Jesus rebuked the demon, and it came out of the boy, and he was
healed at that moment.
Then the disciples came to Jesus in private and asked, “Why couldn’t
we drive it out?”
He replied, “Because you have so lit tle faith. Tru ly I tell you, if you have
faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, ‘Move from
here to there,’ and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you.”
1
When they came together in Gali lee, he said to them, “The Son of Man is
going to be delivered into the hands of men. They will kill him, and on the
third day he will be raised to life.” And the disciples were filled with grief.
1
Af ter Jesus and his disciples ar rived in Caper naum, the col lectors of the
two-drach ma temple tax came to Peter and asked, “Doesn’t your teacher
pay the temple tax?”
“Yes, he does,” he replied.
When Peter came into the house, Jesus was the first to speak. “What do
you think, Simon?” he asked. “From whom do the kings of the earth collect
duty and taxes — from their own children or from others?”
“From others,” Peter answered.
“Then the children are exempt,” Jesus said to him. “But so that we may
not cause of fense, go to the lake and throw out your line. Take the first fish
you catch; open its mouth and you will find a four-drach ma coin. Take it
and give it to them for my tax and yours.”
2
2
At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who, then, is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?”
He called a lit tle child to him, and placed the child among them. And
he said: “Tru ly I tell you, un less you change and become like lit tle children,
you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Therefore, whoever takes the
lowly position of this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. And
whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me.
“If anyone causes one of these lit tle ones — those who believe in me —
to stumble, it would be bet ter for them to have a large millstone hung
around their neck and to be drowned in the depths of the sea. Woe to the
world because of the things that cause people to stumble! Such things must
come, but woe to the person through whom they come! If your hand or your
foot causes you to stumble, cut it off and throw it away. It is bet ter for you
17:16–18:8
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to enter life maimed or crippled than to have two hands or two feet and be
thrown into eternal fire. And if your eye causes you to stumble, gouge it out
and throw it away. It is bet ter for you to enter life with one eye than to have
two eyes and be thrown into the fire of hell.
“See that you do not despise one of these lit tle ones. For I tell you that
their angels in heaven always see the face of my Father in heaven.
“What do you think? If a man owns a hundred sheep, and one of them
wanders away, will he not leave the ninety-nine on the hills and go to look
for the one that wandered off ? And if he finds it, truly I tell you, he is happier
about that one sheep than about the ninety-nine that did not wander off.
In the same way your Father in heaven is not willing that any of these lit tle
ones should perish.
1
“If your brother or sister sins, go and point out their fault, just between the
two of you. If they listen to you, you have won them over. But if they will
not listen, take one or two others along, so that ‘every mat ter may be established by the testimony of two or three wit nesses.’ If they still refuse to
listen, tell it to the church; and if they refuse to listen even to the church,
treat them as you would a pagan or a tax collector.
“Tru ly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven,
and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.
“Again, tru ly I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about any thing
they ask for, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. For where two
or three gather in my name, there am I with them.”
1
Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive
my brother or sister who sins against me? Up to seven times?”
Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.
“Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to set tle
accounts with his ser vants. As he began the set tlement, a man who owed
him ten thousand bags of gold was brought to him. Since he was not able to
pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that
he had be sold to repay the debt.
“At this the ser vant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,’
he begged, ‘and I will pay back every thing.’ The ser vant’s master took pity
on him, canceled the debt and let him go.
“But when that ser vant went out, he found one of his fel low ser vants
who owed him a hundred silver coins. He grabbed him and began to choke
him. ‘Pay back what you owe me!’ he demanded.
“His fel low ser vant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with
me, and I will pay it back.’
“But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the debt. When the other ser vants saw what had hap18:9–18:31
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pened, they were out raged and went and told their master every thing that
had happened.
“Then the master called the ser vant in. ‘You wicked ser vant,’ he said,
‘I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to. Shouldn’t you
have had mercy on your fel low ser vant just as I had on you?’ In anger his
master handed him over to the jailers to be tor tured, until he should pay
back all he owed.
“This is how my heaven ly Father will treat each of you un less you forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”
3
3
3
hen Jesus had finished say ing these things, he left Galilee and went
into the region of Judea to the other side of the Jordan. Large crowds
followed him, and he healed them there.
Some Pharisees came to him to test him. They asked, “Is it law ful for a
man to divorce his wife for any and every reason?”
“Haven’t you read,” he replied, “that at the beginning the Creator ‘made
them male and female,’ and said, ‘For this reason a man will leave his father
and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh’ ?
So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.”
“Why then,” they asked, “did Moses command that a man give his wife
a cer tif icate of divorce and send her away?”
Jesus replied, “Moses per mit ted you to divorce your wives because
your hearts were hard. But it was not this way from the beginning. I tell you
that anyone who divorces his wife, except for sex ual immorality, and marries another woman commits adultery.”
The disciples said to him, “If this is the sit uation between a husband
and wife, it is bet ter not to marry.”
Jesus replied, “Not everyone can accept this word, but only those to
whom it has been given. For there are eunuchs who were born that way, and
there are eunuchs who have been made eunuchs by others — and there are
those who choose to live like eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. The one who can accept this should accept it.”
1
Then people brought lit tle children to Jesus for him to place his hands on
them and pray for them. But the disciples rebuked them.
Jesus said, “Let the lit tle children come to me, and do not hinder them,
for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.” When he had placed
his hands on them, he went on from there.
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