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pened, they were out raged and went and told their master every thing that
had happened.
“Then the master called the ser vant in. ‘You wicked ser vant,’ he said,
‘I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to. Shouldn’t you
have had mercy on your fel low ser vant just as I had on you?’ In anger his
master handed him over to the jailers to be tor tured, until he should pay
back all he owed.
“This is how my heaven ly Father will treat each of you un less you forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”
3
3
3
hen Jesus had finished say ing these things, he left Galilee and went
into the region of Judea to the other side of the Jordan. Large crowds
followed him, and he healed them there.
Some Pharisees came to him to test him. They asked, “Is it law ful for a
man to divorce his wife for any and every reason?”
“Haven’t you read,” he replied, “that at the beginning the Creator ‘made
them male and female,’ and said, ‘For this reason a man will leave his father
and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh’ ?
So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.”
“Why then,” they asked, “did Moses command that a man give his wife
a cer tif icate of divorce and send her away?”
Jesus replied, “Moses per mit ted you to divorce your wives because
your hearts were hard. But it was not this way from the beginning. I tell you
that anyone who divorces his wife, except for sex ual immorality, and marries another woman commits adultery.”
The disciples said to him, “If this is the sit uation between a husband
and wife, it is bet ter not to marry.”
Jesus replied, “Not everyone can accept this word, but only those to
whom it has been given. For there are eunuchs who were born that way, and
there are eunuchs who have been made eunuchs by others — and there are
those who choose to live like eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. The one who can accept this should accept it.”
1
Then people brought lit tle children to Jesus for him to place his hands on
them and pray for them. But the disciples rebuked them.
Jesus said, “Let the lit tle children come to me, and do not hinder them,
for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.” When he had placed
his hands on them, he went on from there.
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1
Just then a man came up to Jesus and asked, “Teacher, what good thing
must I do to get eternal life?”
“Why do you ask me about what is good?” Jesus replied. “There is only
One who is good. If you want to enter life, keep the commandments.”
“Which ones?” he inquired.
Jesus replied, “ ‘You shall not murder, you shall not com mit adultery,
you shall not steal, you shall not give false testimony, honor your father and
mother,’ and ‘love your neighbor as yourself.’ ”
“All these I have kept,” the young man said. “What do I still lack?”
Jesus answered, “If you want to be per fect, go, sell your possessions
and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”
When the young man heard this, he went away sad, because he had
great wealth.
Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Tru ly I tell you, it is hard for someone
who is rich to enter the kingdom of heaven. Again I tell you, it is easier for
a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to
enter the kingdom of God.”
When the disciples heard this, they were great ly astonished and asked,
“Who then can be saved?”
Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but with
God all things are possible.”
Peter answered him, “We have left every thing to follow you! What then
will there be for us?”
Jesus said to them, “Tru ly I tell you, at the renewal of all things, when
the Son of Man sits on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will
also sit on twelve thrones, judg ing the twelve tribes of Israel. And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife
or children or fields for my sake will receive a hundred times as much and
will inherit eternal life. But many who are first will be last, and many who
are last will be first.
“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in
the morning to hire workers for his vineyard. He agreed to pay them a denarius for the day and sent them into his vineyard.
“About nine in the morn ing he went out and saw others stand ing in
the market place doing nothing. He told them, ‘You also go and work in my
vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went.
“He went out again about noon and about three in the af ternoon and
did the same thing. About five in the af ternoon he went out and found still
others standing around. He asked them, ‘Why have you been standing here
all day long doing nothing?’
“ ‘Because no one has hired us,’ they answered.
19:16–20:7
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“He said to them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard.’
“When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman,
‘Call the workers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last ones
hired and going on to the first.’
“The workers who were hired about five in the af ter noon came and
each received a denar ius. So when those came who were hired first, they
ex pected to receive more. But each one of them also received a denar ius. When they received it, they began to grumble against the landowner.
‘These who were hired last worked only one hour,’ they said, ‘and you have
made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the work and the heat
of the day.’
“But he answered one of them, ‘I am not being un fair to you, friend.
Didn’t you agree to work for a denar ius? Take your pay and go. I want to
give the one who was hired last the same as I gave you. Don’t I have the
right to do what I want with my own money? Or are you envious because I
am generous?’
“So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”
1
Now Jesus was going up to Jerusa lem. On the way, he took the Twelve aside
and said to them, “We are going up to Jerusa lem, and the Son of Man will
be delivered over to the chief priests and the teachers of the law. They will
condemn him to death and will hand him over to the Gentiles to be mocked
and flogged and crucified. On the third day he will be raised to life!”
Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons came to Jesus with her sons and,
kneeling down, asked a favor of him.
“What is it you want?” he asked.
She said, “Grant that one of these two sons of mine may sit at your right
and the other at your left in your kingdom.”
“You don’t know what you are ask ing,” Jesus said to them. “Can you
drink the cup I am going to drink?”
“We can,” they answered.
Jesus said to them, “You will indeed drink from my cup, but to sit at my
right or left is not for me to grant. These places belong to those for whom
they have been prepared by my Father.”
When the ten heard about this, they were indignant with the two brothers. Jesus called them together and said, “You know that the rulers of the
Gentiles lord it over them, and their high of ficials exercise author ity over
them. Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you
must be your ser vant, and whoever wants to be first must be your slave —
just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give
his life as a ransom for many.”
1
As Jesus and his disciples were leav ing Jericho, a large crowd followed him.
20:8–20:29
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Two blind men were sitting by the roadside, and when they heard that Jesus
was going by, they shouted, “Lord, Son of David, have mercy on us!”
The crowd rebuked them and told them to be quiet, but they shouted
all the louder, “Lord, Son of David, have mercy on us!”
Jesus stopped and called them. “What do you want me to do for you?”
he asked.
“Lord,” they answered, “we want our sight.”
Jesus had compassion on them and touched their eyes. Im mediately
they received their sight and followed him.
1
As they approached Jerusa lem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of
Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, say ing to them, “Go to the village ahead of
you, and at once you will find a don key tied there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says any thing to you, say that the
Lord needs them, and he will send them right away.”
This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet:
“Say to Daughter Zion,
‘See, your king comes to you,
gentle and riding on a donkey,
and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’ ”
The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. They brought
the donkey and the colt and placed their cloaks on them for Jesus to sit on. A
very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches
from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of
him and those that followed shouted,
“Hosanna to the Son of David!”
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”
“Hosanna in the highest heaven!”
When Jesus entered Jerusa lem, the whole city was stirred and asked,
“Who is this?”
The crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Naza reth in
Galilee.”
Jesus entered the temple courts and drove out all who were buy ing
and selling there. He over turned the tables of the money changers and the
benches of those selling doves. “It is writ ten,” he said to them, “ ‘My house
will be called a house of prayer,’ but you are mak ing it ‘a den of robbers.’ ”
The blind and the lame came to him at the temple, and he healed them.
But when the chief priests and the teachers of the law saw the wonder ful
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things he did and the children shout ing in the temple courts, “Hosanna to
the Son of David,” they were indig nant.
“Do you hear what these children are say ing?” they asked him.
“Yes,” replied Jesus, “have you never read,
“ ‘From the lips of children and infants
you, Lord, have called forth your praise’ ?”
And he left them and went out of the city to Betha ny, where he spent
the night.
1
Early in the morning, as Jesus was on his way back to the city, he was hungry. Seeing a fig tree by the road, he went up to it but found noth ing on it
except leaves. Then he said to it, “May you never bear fruit again!” Immediately the tree withered.
When the disciples saw this, they were amazed. “How did the fig tree
wither so quick ly?” they asked.
Jesus replied, “Tru ly I tell you, if you have faith and do not doubt, not
only can you do what was done to the fig tree, but also you can say to this
mountain, ‘Go, throw yourself into the sea,’ and it will be done. If you believe, you will receive whatever you ask for in prayer.”
1
Jesus entered the temple courts, and, while he was teach ing, the chief
priests and the elders of the people came to him. “By what author ity are
you doing these things?” they asked. “And who gave you this authority?”
Jesus replied, “I will also ask you one question. If you answer me, I will
tell you by what authority I am doing these things. John’s baptism — where
did it come from? Was it from heaven, or of human origin?”
They discussed it among themselves and said, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will ask, ‘Then why didn’t you believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin’ — we are afraid of the people, for they all hold that John was a
prophet.”
So they answered Jesus, “We don’t know.”
Then he said, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these
things.
“What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to
the first and said, ‘Son, go and work today in the vineyard.’
“ ‘I will not,’ he answered, but later he changed his mind and went.
“Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He answered, ‘I will, sir,’ but he did not go.
“Which of the two did what his father wanted?”
“The first,” they answered.
Jesus said to them, “Tru ly I tell you, the tax col lectors and the prosti21:16–21:31
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tutes are entering the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you
to show you the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the
tax collectors and the prostitutes did. And even af ter you saw this, you did
not repent and believe him.
“Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who planted a vineyard. He put a wall around it, dug a winepress in it and built a watchtower.
Then he rented the vineyard to some farmers and moved to another place.
When the har vest time approached, he sent his ser vants to the tenants to
collect his fruit.
“The tenants seized his ser vants; they beat one, killed another, and
stoned a third. Then he sent other ser vants to them, more than the first
time, and the tenants treated them the same way. Last of all, he sent his son
to them. ‘They will respect my son,’ he said.
“But when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other, ‘This is the
heir. Come, let’s kill him and take his in her itance.’ So they took him and
threw him out of the vineyard and killed him.
“Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to
those tenants?”
“He will bring those wretches to a wretched end,” they replied, “and he
will rent the vineyard to other tenants, who will give him his share of the
crop at har vest time.”
Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures:
“ ‘The stone the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone;
the Lord has done this,
and it is marvelous in our eyes’ ?
“Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from
you and given to a people who will produce its fruit. Anyone who falls on this
stone will be broken to pieces; anyone on whom it falls will be crushed.”
When the chief priests and the Phar isees heard Jesus’ parables, they
knew he was talk ing about them. They looked for a way to ar rest him,
but they were afraid of the crowd because the people held that he was a
prophet.
1
Jesus spoke to them again in parables, say ing: “The kingdom of heaven is
like a king who prepared a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his servants to those who had been invited to the banquet to tell them to come,
but they refused to come.
“Then he sent some more ser vants and said, ‘Tell those who have been
invited that I have prepared my dinner: My oxen and fat tened cat tle have
been butchered, and every thing is ready. Come to the wedding banquet.’
21:32–22:4
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“But they paid no at tention and went off — one to his field, another to
his business. The rest seized his ser vants, mistreated them and killed them.
The king was en raged. He sent his army and destroyed those murderers
and burned their city.
“Then he said to his ser vants, ‘The wedding banquet is ready, but those
I invited did not deserve to come. So go to the street corners and invite to
the banquet anyone you find.’ So the ser vants went out into the streets and
gathered all the people they could find, the bad as well as the good, and the
wedding hall was filled with guests.
“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there
who was not wearing wedding clothes. He asked, ‘How did you get in here
without wedding clothes, friend?’ The man was speech less.
“Then the king told the at tendants, ‘Tie him hand and foot, and throw
him outside, into the dark ness, where there will be weeping and gnashing
of teeth.’
“For many are invited, but few are chosen.”
1
Then the Pharisees went out and laid plans to trap him in his words. They
sent their disciples to him along with the Herodians. “Teacher,” they said,
“we know that you are a man of integ rity and that you teach the way of God
in accordance with the truth. You aren’t swayed by others, because you pay
no at tention to who they are. Tell us then, what is your opinion? Is it right to
pay the imperial tax to Caesar or not?”
But Jesus, know ing their evil intent, said, “You hypocrites, why are you
try ing to trap me? Show me the coin used for pay ing the tax.” They brought
him a denarius, and he asked them, “Whose image is this? And whose inscription?”
“Caesar’s,” they replied.
Then he said to them, “So give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to
God what is God’s.”
When they heard this, they were amazed. So they left him and went
away.
1
That same day the Sadducees, who say there is no resur rection, came to
him with a question. “Teacher,” they said, “Moses told us that if a man
dies without hav ing children, his brother must marry the widow and raise
up offspring for him. Now there were seven brothers among us. The first
one married and died, and since he had no children, he left his wife to his
brother. The same thing happened to the second and third brother, right
on down to the seventh. Final ly, the woman died. Now then, at the resurrection, whose wife will she be of the seven, since all of them were married
to her?”
Jesus replied, “You are in error because you do not know the Scriptures
22:5–22:29
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or the power of God. At the resurrection people will neither marry nor be
given in marriage; they will be like the angels in heaven. But about the resurrection of the dead — have you not read what God said to you, ‘I am the
God of Abra ham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’ ? He is not the God
of the dead but of the liv ing.”
When the crowds heard this, they were astonished at his teaching.
1
Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together.
One of them, an ex pert in the law, tested him with this question: “Teacher,
which is the greatest commandment in the Law?”
Jesus replied: “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all
your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law
and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”
1
While the Phar isees were gathered together, Jesus asked them, “What do
you think about the Messiah? Whose son is he?”
“The son of David,” they replied.
He said to them, “How is it then that David, speak ing by the Spirit, calls
him ‘Lord’? For he says,
“ ‘The Lord said to my Lord:
“Sit at my right hand
until I put your enemies
under your feet.” ’
If then David calls him ‘Lord,’ how can he be his son?” No one could say
a word in reply, and from that day on no one dared to ask him any more
questions.
1
Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples: “The teachers of the law
and the Phar isees sit in Moses’ seat. So you must be careful to do everything they tell you. But do not do what they do, for they do not practice
what they preach. They tie up heavy, cumbersome loads and put them on
other people’s shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to lift a finger
to move them.
“Every thing they do is done for people to see: They make their phylacter ies wide and the tassels on their gar ments long; they love the place of
honor at banquets and the most impor tant seats in the synagogues; they
love to be greeted with respect in the market places and to be called ‘Rabbi’
by others.
“But you are not to be called ‘Rabbi,’ for you have one Teacher, and
you are all brothers. And do not call anyone on earth ‘father,’ for you have
22:30–23:9
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one Father, and he is in heaven. Nor are you to be called instructors, for
you have one Instructor, the Messiah. The greatest among you will be your
ser vant. For those who ex alt themselves will be humbled, and those who
humble themselves will be exalted.
“Woe to you, teachers of the law and Phar isees, you hypocrites! You
shut the door of the kingdom of heaven in people’s faces. You yourselves do
not enter, nor will you let those enter who are try ing to.
“Woe to you, teachers of the law and Phar isees, you hypocrites! You
travel over land and sea to win a single convert, and when you have succeeded, you make them twice as much a child of hell as you are.
“Woe to you, blind guides! You say, ‘If anyone swears by the temple, it
means nothing; but anyone who swears by the gold of the temple is bound
by that oath.’ You blind fools! Which is greater: the gold, or the temple that
makes the gold sacred? You also say, ‘If anyone swears by the altar, it means
noth ing; but anyone who swears by the gift on the altar is bound by that
oath.’ You blind men! Which is greater: the gift, or the altar that makes the
gift sacred? Therefore, anyone who swears by the altar swears by it and by
every thing on it. And anyone who swears by the temple swears by it and
by the one who dwells in it. And anyone who swears by heaven swears by
God’s throne and by the one who sits on it.
“Woe to you, teachers of the law and Phar isees, you hypocrites! You
give a tenth of your spices — mint, dill and cumin. But you have neglected
the more impor tant mat ters of the law — justice, mercy and faith ful ness.
You should have practiced the lat ter, without neglect ing the for mer. You
blind guides! You strain out a gnat but swallow a camel.
“Woe to you, teachers of the law and Phar isees, you hypocrites! You
clean the outside of the cup and dish, but inside they are full of greed and
self-indulgence. Blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup and dish,
and then the outside also will be clean.
“Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You are
like whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful on the outside but on the inside are full of the bones of the dead and every thing unclean. In the same
way, on the outside you appear to people as righteous but on the inside you
are full of hy pocrisy and wickedness.
“Woe to you, teachers of the law and Phar isees, you hypocrites! You
build tombs for the prophets and decorate the graves of the righteous. And
you say, ‘If we had lived in the days of our ancestors, we would not have
taken part with them in shedding the blood of the prophets.’ So you testify
against yourselves that you are the descendants of those who murdered the
prophets. Go ahead, then, and complete what your ancestors started!
“You snakes! You brood of vipers! How will you escape being condemned to hell? Therefore I am sending you prophets and sages and teachers. Some of them you will kill and cruci fy; others you will flog in your
23:10–23:34
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synagogues and pursue from town to town. And so upon you will come all
the righteous blood that has been shed on earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah son of Berekiah, whom you murdered
between the temple and the altar. Tru ly I tell you, all this will come on this
generation.
“Jerusa lem, Jerusa lem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent
to you, how of ten I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen
gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were not willing. Look, your
house is left to you desolate. For I tell you, you will not see me again until
you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.’ ”
2
2
Jesus left the temple and was walk ing away when his disciples came up to
him to call his at tention to its buildings. “Do you see all these things?” he
asked. “Tru ly I tell you, not one stone here will be left on another; every one
will be thrown down.”
As Jesus was sit ting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him
privately. “Tell us,” they said, “when will this happen, and what will be the
sign of your coming and of the end of the age?”
Jesus answered: “Watch out that no one deceives you. For many will
come in my name, claiming, ‘I am the Messiah,’ and will deceive many. You
will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed.
Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. Nation will rise
against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and
earthquakes in various places. All these are the beginning of birth pains.
“Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and
you will be hated by all nations because of me. At that time many will turn
away from the faith and will betray and hate each other, and many false
prophets will appear and deceive many people. Because of the increase of
wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, but the one who stands firm to
the end will be saved. And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in
the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.
“So when you see stand ing in the holy place ‘the abom i nation that
causes desolation,’ spoken of through the prophet Daniel — let the reader
understand — then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. Let
no one on the housetop go down to take any thing out of the house. Let no
one in the field go back to get their cloak. How dreadful it will be in those
days for preg nant women and nursing mothers! Pray that your flight will
not take place in winter or on the Sabbath. For then there will be great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world until now — and never to
be equaled again.
“If those days had not been cut short, no one would sur vive, but for the
sake of the elect those days will be shortened. At that time if anyone says
23:35–24:23
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to you, ‘Look, here is the Messiah!’ or, ‘There he is!’ do not believe it. For
false messiahs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and
wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. See, I have told you ahead
of time.
“So if anyone tells you, ‘There he is, out in the wilderness,’ do not go out;
or, ‘Here he is, in the in ner rooms,’ do not believe it. For as light ning that
comes from the east is visible even in the west, so will be the coming of the
Son of Man. Wherever there is a carcass, there the vultures will gather.
“Immediately af ter the distress of those days
“ ‘the sun will be darkened,
and the moon will not give its light;
the stars will fall from the sky,
and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.’
“Then will appear the sign of the Son of Man in heaven. And then all
the peoples of the earth will mourn when they see the Son of Man coming
on the clouds of heaven, with power and great glory. And he will send his
angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four
winds, from one end of the heavens to the other.
“Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender
and its leaves come out, you know that summer is near. Even so, when you
see all these things, you know that it is near, right at the door. Tru ly I tell
you, this generation will cer tain ly not pass away until all these things have
happened. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass
away.
1
“But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven,
nor the Son, but only the Father. As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be
at the com ing of the Son of Man. For in the days before the flood, people
were eat ing and drink ing, marry ing and giv ing in marriage, up to the day
Noah entered the ark; and they knew noth ing about what would happen
until the flood came and took them all away. That is how it will be at the
coming of the Son of Man. Two men will be in the field; one will be taken
and the other left. Two women will be grinding with a hand mill; one will
be taken and the other left.
“Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your
Lord will come. But understand this: If the owner of the house had known
at what time of night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and
would not have let his house be broken into. So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not ex pect him.
“Who then is the faithful and wise ser vant, whom the master has put in
charge of the ser vants in his household to give them their food at the proper
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time? It will be good for that ser vant whose master finds him doing so when
he returns. Tru ly I tell you, he will put him in charge of all his possessions.
But suppose that ser vant is wicked and says to himself, ‘My master is staying away a long time,’ and he then begins to beat his fellow ser vants and to
eat and drink with drunkards. The master of that ser vant will come on a
day when he does not ex pect him and at an hour he is not aware of. He will
cut him to pieces and assign him a place with the hypocrites, where there
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
1
“At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their
lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish and
five were wise. The fool ish ones took their lamps but did not take any oil
with them. The wise ones, however, took oil in jars along with their lamps.
The bridegroom was a long time in com ing, and they all became drowsy
and fell asleep.
“At mid night the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to
meet him!’
“Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. The fool ish
ones said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out.’
“ ‘No,’ they replied, ‘there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.’
“But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins who were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was shut.
“Later the others also came. ‘Lord, Lord,’ they said, ‘open the door
for us!’
“But he replied, ‘Tru ly I tell you, I don’t know you.’
“Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour.
1
“Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his ser vants and
entrusted his wealth to them. To one he gave five bags of gold, to another
two bags, and to another one bag, each accord ing to his abil ity. Then he
went on his jour ney. The man who had received five bags of gold went at
once and put his money to work and gained five bags more. So also, the one
with two bags of gold gained two more. But the man who had received one
bag went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money.
“Af ter a long time the master of those ser vants returned and set tled accounts with them. The man who had received five bags of gold brought the
other five. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me with five bags of gold. See, I
have gained five more.’
“His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faith ful ser vant! You have
been faith ful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things.
Come and share your master’s happiness!’
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“The man with two bags of gold also came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me with two bags of gold; see, I have gained two more.’
“His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faith ful ser vant! You have
been faith ful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things.
Come and share your master’s happiness!’
“Then the man who had received one bag of gold came. ‘Master,’ he
said, ‘I knew that you are a hard man, har vest ing where you have not sown
and gathering where you have not scat tered seed. So I was afraid and went
out and hid your gold in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.’
“His master replied, ‘You wicked, lazy ser vant! So you knew that I harvest where I have not sown and gather where I have not scattered seed? Well
then, you should have put my money on deposit with the bankers, so that
when I returned I would have received it back with interest.
“ ‘So take the bag of gold from him and give it to the one who has ten
bags. For whoever has will be given more, and they will have an abundance.
Whoever does not have, even what they have will be taken from them. And
throw that worthless ser vant outside, into the dark ness, where there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.’
1
“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he
will sit on his glorious throne. All the nations will be gathered before him,
and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates
the sheep from the goats. He will put the sheep on his right and the goats
on his left.
“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed
by my Father; take your in her itance, the kingdom prepared for you since
the creation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me something to
eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and
you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you
looked af ter me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’
“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? When did
we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you?
When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’
“The King will reply, ‘Tru ly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the
least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’
“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are
cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the dev il and his angels. For I was
hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes
and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look
af ter me.’
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“They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or
a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?’
“He will reply, ‘Tru ly I tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the
least of these, you did not do for me.’
“Then they will go away to eter nal pun ish ment, but the righteous to
eternal life.”
3
3
3
hen Jesus had fin ished say ing all these things, he said to his disciples, “As you know, the Passover is two days away — and the Son of
Man will be handed over to be crucified.”
Then the chief priests and the elders of the people assembled in the
palace of the high priest, whose name was Caiaphas, and they schemed to
ar rest Jesus secret ly and kill him. “But not dur ing the festival,” they said,
“or there may be a riot among the people.”
1
While Jesus was in Bethany in the home of Simon the Leper, a woman came
to him with an alabaster jar of very ex pensive perfume, which she poured
on his head as he was reclining at the table.
When the disciples saw this, they were indig nant. “Why this waste?”
they asked. “This per fume could have been sold at a high price and the
money given to the poor.”
Aware of this, Jesus said to them, “Why are you bothering this woman?
She has done a beautiful thing to me. The poor you will always have with
you, but you will not always have me. When she poured this per fume on
my body, she did it to prepare me for burial. Tru ly I tell you, wherever this
gospel is preached throughout the world, what she has done will also be
told, in memory of her.”
1
Then one of the Twelve — the one called Judas Iscariot — went to the chief
priests and asked, “What are you willing to give me if I deliver him over to
you?” So they counted out for him thirty pieces of silver. From then on Judas
watched for an oppor tunity to hand him over.
1
On the first day of the Festival of Un leavened Bread, the disciples came to
Jesus and asked, “Where do you want us to make prepa rations for you to
eat the Passover?”
He replied, “Go into the city to a cer tain man and tell him, ‘The Teacher says: My appointed time is near. I am going to celebrate the Passover
with my disciples at your house.’ ” So the disciples did as Jesus had directed
them and prepared the Passover.
When evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table with the Twelve.

W
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