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INVITATION TO

1 PETER

0U[OLÄUHS`LHYZVMOPZSPMLHUKTPUPZ[Y`PU[OLLHYS`(+»Z[OLHWVZ[SL7L[LY^HZH
SLHKLYVM[OLJO\YJOPU9VTL-YVT[OLYLOLJVU[PU\LK[VLUJV\YHNLHUKJOHSSLUNL
ILSPL]LYZ PU V[OLY WHY[Z VM [OL LTWPYL 7L[LY SLHYULK [OH[ [OL JVTT\UP[PLZ VM 1LZ\Z
MVSSV^LYZPU[OL9VTHUWYV]PUJLZVM7VU[\Z.HSH[PH*HWWHKVJPH(ZPHHUK)P[O`UPH
HSSSVJH[LKPU^OH[PZUV^;\YRL`^LYLL_WLYPLUJPUNWLYZLJ\[PVU/L^YV[L[V\YNL
[OLT[VYLTHPUMHP[OM\S[V1LZ\ZHUK[VSP]LNVKS`SP]LZ[VZOV^[OLPYVWWVULU[Z[OH[
[OL`^LYLYLHSS`ISHTLSLZZ

7L[LY ZOHYLZ PU[YVK\J[VY` NYLL[PUNZ HUK [OLU OL ^YP[LZ HU L_[LUKLK ISLZZPUN [V
.VK1LZ\Z»YLZ\YYLJ[PVUOHZIYV\NO[[OLILSPL]LYZPU[VHUPUOLYP[HUJLkept in heaven
MVY [OLT 7L[LY [LSSZ [OLT [OPZ PZ the grace to be brought to you when Jesus Christ
is revealed at his coming ^OLU .VK ^PSS YL\UP[L OLH]LU HUK LHY[O -VSSV^PUN [OPZ
WYVMV\UKZ[H[LTLU[VM*OYPZ[PHUOVWL7L[LY»ZSL[[LYOHZ[OYLLTHPUZLJ[PVUZ!
! /L ÄYZ[ [LSSZ OPZ YLHKLYZ [V be holy in all you do /L YLTPUKZ [OLT [OH[ HZ
.LU[PSLZ[OL`VUJLSP]LKPUPNUVYHUJL[OL`KPKU»[RUV^[OL^H`ZVM.VK)\[
[OL`»YLUV^Hholy nationWHY[VM.VK»ZV^UWLVWSLJHSSLK[VHUL^^H`VMSPML
7L[LYOLYL\ZLZSHUN\HNLHUKPTHNLZKYH^UMYVT[OLKLZJYPW[PVUVM.VK»ZWLVWSL
PU[OL-PYZ[;LZ[HTLU[;OPZUL^SPML7L[LYPUZPZ[ZPZ[VILSP]LKV\[ZWLJPÄJHSS`PU
[OLPYJVTT\UP[`·PU[OLPYYLSH[PVUZOPWZ^P[OVULHUV[OLY
! 7L[LY [OLU KLZJYPILZ VUL LMMLJ[ VM [OPZ ^H` VM SPML! P[ ^PSS PTWYLZZ [OVZL ^OV
^V\SKHJJ\ZLHUKWLYZLJ\[L[OLT^P[OV\[Q\Z[JH\ZLLive such good lives among
the pagansOL^YP[LZthat, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see
your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us6UJLHNHPU7L[LY[LHJOLZ
[OH[[OPZT\Z[ILHJOPL]LKWYHJ[PJHSS`PU[OL^VYSKVMO\THUYLSH[PVUZOPWZ
!-PUHSS`7L[LYJVTLZKPYLJ[S`[VOPZW\YWVZLMVY^YP[PUN/LHJRUV^SLKNLZ[OH[
OPZ YLHKLYZ HYL Z\MMLYPUN MVY [OLPY MHP[O I\[ OL L_WSHPUZ [OH[ [OPZ PZ VUS` [V IL
L_WLJ[LK!KVUV[ILZ\YWYPZLKH[[OLÄLY`VYKLHS[OH[OHZJVTLVU`V\[V[LZ[
you, as though something strange were happening to you;OL4LZZPHOOPTZLSM
Z\MMLYLKHUK[OLPYMLSSV^ILSPL]LYZ[OYV\NOV\[[OL^VYSKHYL\UKLYNVPUN[OLZHTL
RPUKVMZ\MMLYPUNZZV[OL`ZOV\SKILHY\WWH[PLU[S`HUKMHP[OM\SS`7L[LYJHUL]LU
[LSS[OLT[VYLQVPJLinasmuch as you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that
you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed

7L[LY»ZSL[[LY^HZKLSP]LYLKI`:PSHZHTHU^OVHSZV^VYRLK^P[O[OLHWVZ[SL7H\S
ZLLWW¶7L[LYPU[YVK\JLZ:PSHZPU[OLSL[[LYHUKL_WSHPUZ[OH[OLOLSWLK^YP[L
P[(Z:PSHZ]PZP[LKLHJOVM[OLJVTT\UP[PLZ[OPZSL[[LY^HZHKKYLZZLK[VOLIYV\NO[[OL
TLZZHNL[OH[OLHUK7L[LYYLJVNUPaLK^HZULLKLK!MVSSV^LYZVM1LZ\ZHYL^HP[PUNMVY
[OLKH`.VK^PSS]PZP[[OLTHUKL]LUPU[OLMHJLVMZ\MMLYPUN[OL`JHUSP]LPUH^H`
[OH[ZOV^Z[OH[[OL`ILSVUN[V.VK

| 1 PETER |

P

eter, an apostle of Jesus Christ,
1
To God’s elect, ex iles scat tered throughout the prov inces of Pontus, Ga latia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia, who have been chosen according to the
foreknowledge of God the Father, through the sanctify ing work of the Spirit,
to be obedient to Jesus Christ and sprin kled with his blood:
1
Grace and peace be yours in abundance.
2
2
raise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great
mercy he has given us new birth into a liv ing hope through the resur rection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an in her itance that can
never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you, who
through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation
that is ready to be revealed in the last time. In all this you great ly rejoice,
though now for a lit tle while you may have had to suf fer grief in all kinds of
trials. These have come so that the proven genu ineness of your faith — of
greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire — may
result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. Though you
have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now,
you believe in him and are filled with an inex pressible and glorious joy, for
you are receiv ing the end result of your faith, the salvation of your souls.
Concern ing this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that
was to come to you, searched intent ly and with the greatest care, try ing to
find out the time and circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ in them
was point ing when he predicted the suf ferings of the Messiah and the glories that would fol low. It was revealed to them that they were not serv ing
themselves but you, when they spoke of the things that have now been told
you by those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spir it sent
from heaven. Even angels long to look into these things.

P
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1
Therefore, with minds that are alert and ful ly sober, set your hope on the
grace to be brought to you when Jesus Christ is revealed at his coming. As
obedient children, do not con form to the evil desires you had when you
lived in ig norance. But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you
do; for it is writ ten: “Be holy, because I am holy.”
Since you call on a Father who judges each person’s work impar tially,
live out your time as foreigners here in reverent fear. For you know that it
was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed
from the empty way of life handed down to you from your ancestors, but
with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. He was
chosen before the creation of the world, but was revealed in these last times
for your sake. Through him you believe in God, who raised him from the
dead and glorified him, and so your faith and hope are in God.
Now that you have purified yourselves by obey ing the truth so that you
have sincere love for each other, love one another deeply, from the heart.
For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable,
through the liv ing and enduring word of God. For,
“All people are like grass,
and all their glory is like the flowers of the field;
the grass withers and the flowers fall,
but the word of the Lord endures forever.”
And this is the word that was preached to you.
Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hy pocrisy, envy,
and slander of every kind. Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk,
so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, now that you have tasted
that the Lord is good.
1
As you come to him, the liv ing Stone — rejected by humans but chosen by
God and precious to him — you also, like liv ing stones, are being built into a
spiritual house to be a holy priest hood, of fering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For in Scripture it says:
“See, I lay a stone in Zion,
a chosen and precious cornerstone,
and the one who trusts in him
will never be put to shame.”
Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe,

1:13–2:7
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“The stone the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone,”
and,
“A stone that causes people to stumble
and a rock that makes them fall.”
They stumble because they disobey the message — which is also what they
were destined for.
But you are a chosen people, a royal priest hood, a holy nation, God’s
special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you
out of dark ness into his wonder ful light. Once you were not a people, but
now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now
you have received mercy.
1
Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and ex iles, to abstain from sin ful
desires, which wage war against your soul. Live such good lives among the
pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your
good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.
Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human authority: whether to the emperor, as the supreme authority, or to governors, who are sent
by him to punish those who do wrong and to commend those who do right.
For it is God’s will that by doing good you should silence the ig norant talk of
foolish people. Live as free people, but do not use your freedom as a coverup for evil; live as God’s slaves. Show proper respect to everyone, love the
family of believers, fear God, honor the emperor.
Slaves, in reverent fear of God submit yourselves to your masters, not
only to those who are good and considerate, but also to those who are
harsh. For it is commendable if someone bears up under the pain of unjust
suf fering because they are conscious of God. But how is it to your credit if
you receive a beat ing for doing wrong and endure it? But if you suf fer for
doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before God. To this you
were called, because Christ suf fered for you, leav ing you an example, that
you should follow in his steps.
“He committed no sin,
and no deceit was found in his mouth.”
When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retal iate; when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges just ly. “He himself bore our sins” in his body on the cross, so that we
might die to sins and live for righteousness; “by his wounds you have been
healed.” For “you were like sheep going astray,” but now you have returned
to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.
2:8–2:25
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Wives, in the same way submit yourselves to your own husbands so
that, if any of them do not believe the word, they may be won over without
words by the behav ior of their wives, when they see the purity and reverence of your lives. Your beauty should not come from out ward adornment,
such as elaborate hairstyles and the wearing of gold jewelry or fine clothes.
Rather, it should be that of your inner self, the unfading beauty of a gentle
and quiet spir it, which is of great worth in God’s sight. For this is the way
the holy women of the past who put their hope in God used to adorn themselves. They submit ted themselves to their own husbands, like Sarah, who
obeyed Abra ham and called him her lord. You are her daughters if you do
what is right and do not give way to fear.
Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your wives,
and treat them with respect as the weaker part ner and as heirs with you of
the gracious gift of life, so that nothing will hinder your prayers.
Final ly, all of you, be like-minded, be sympathet ic, love one another,
be compassionate and humble. Do not repay evil with evil or insult with
insult. On the contrary, repay evil with blessing, because to this you were
called so that you may inherit a blessing. For,
“Whoever would love life
and see good days
must keep their tongue from evil
and their lips from deceitful speech.
They must turn from evil and do good;
they must seek peace and pursue it.
For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous
and his ears are attentive to their prayer,
but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.”
Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? But even if you
should suf fer for what is right, you are blessed. “Do not fear their threats;
do not be frightened.” But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be
prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for
the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, keeping a
clear conscience, so that those who speak ma liciously against your good
behav ior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. For it is bet ter, if it is
God’s will, to suf fer for doing good than for doing evil. For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God.
He was put to death in the body but made alive in the Spir it. After being
made alive, he went and made procla mation to the imprisoned spir its —
to those who were disobedient long ago when God waited patient ly in the
days of Noah while the ark was being built. In it only a few people, eight

3:1–3:20
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in all, were saved through water, and this water symbolizes baptism that
now saves you also — not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge
of a clear conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus
Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at God’s right hand — with angels,
authorities and powers in submission to him.
1
Therefore, since Christ suf fered in his body, arm yourselves also with the
same at titude, because whoever suf fers in the body is done with sin. As a
result, they do not live the rest of their earth ly lives for evil human desires,
but rather for the will of God. For you have spent enough time in the past
doing what pagans choose to do — liv ing in debauchery, lust, drunkenness,
orgies, ca rousing and detestable idolatry. They are sur prised that you do
not join them in their reck less, wild liv ing, and they heap abuse on you. But
they will have to give account to him who is ready to judge the liv ing and
the dead. For this is the reason the gospel was preached even to those who
are now dead, so that they might be judged according to human standards
in regard to the body, but live according to God in regard to the spirit.
The end of all things is near. Therefore be alert and of sober mind so
that you may pray. Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers
over a multitude of sins. Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling.
Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as
faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. If anyone speaks, they
should do so as one who speaks the very words of God. If anyone serves,
they should do so with the strength God provides, so that in all things God
may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for
ever and ever. Amen.
1
Dear friends, do not be sur prised at the fiery ordeal that has come on you to
test you, as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice
inasmuch as you par ticipate in the suf fer ings of Christ, so that you may
be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. If you are insulted because of the
name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on
you. If you suf fer, it should not be as a murderer or thief or any other kind
of criminal, or even as a meddler. However, if you suf fer as a Christian, do
not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name. For it is time for
judg ment to begin with God’s household; and if it begins with us, what will
the outcome be for those who do not obey the gospel of God? And,
“If it is hard for the righteous to be saved,
what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?”
So then, those who suf fer according to God’s will should commit themselves to their faithful Creator and continue to do good.
3:21–4:19
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1
To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder and a wit ness of Christ’s
suf ferings who also will share in the glory to be revealed: Be shepherds of
God’s flock that is under your care, watching over them — not because you
must, but because you are will ing, as God wants you to be; not pursu ing
dishonest gain, but eager to serve; not lording it over those entrusted to you,
but being examples to the flock. And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you
will receive the crown of glory that will never fade away.
In the same way, you who are younger, submit yourselves to your elders. All of you, clothe yourselves with hu mil ity toward one another, because,
“God opposes the proud
but shows favor to the humble.”
Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift
you up in due time. Cast all your anx iety on him because he cares for you.
1
Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the dev il prowls around like a roaring lion look ing for someone to devour. Resist him, stand ing firm in the
faith, because you know that the family of believers throughout the world
is undergoing the same kind of suf ferings.
And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ,
af ter you have suf fered a lit tle while, will himself restore you and make you
strong, firm and steadfast. To him be the power for ever and ever. Amen.
2
2
ith the help of Silas, whom I regard as a faithful brother, I have written to you brief ly, encourag ing you and testify ing that this is the true
grace of God. Stand fast in it.
She who is in Babylon, chosen together with you, sends you her greetings, and so does my son Mark. Greet one another with a kiss of love.
Peace to all of you who are in Christ.

W
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