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INVITATION TO

2 PETER

Around AD 65 the apostle Peter was imprisoned by the emperor Nero in Rome. He
realized that he would soon be executed. Since he was an eyewitness of the ministry
of Jesus, he decided to write another letter to the believers he’d written to before,
assuring them that what they’d been taught about Jesus was true and accurate. I think
it is right to refresh your memory as long as I live in the tent of this body, he wrote,
because I know that I will soon put it aside, as our Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to
me. And I will make every effort to see that after my departure you will always be able
to remember these things.
It was particularly important for Peter to write to these believers again because
some people had been telling them that since Jesus hadn’t returned already, his return
couldn’t be expected at all. (Where is this “coming” he promised?) Because they
didn’t expect any future judgment, these false teachers lived immoral lives. Their
[LHJOPUN^HZ\UKLYTPUPUN[OLMHP[OHUKJVUÄKLUJLVMTHU`ILSPL]LYZ;OLPYJVUK\J[
was giving the assembly of Jesus-followers a bad reputation and encouraging others to
excuse immorality themselves. (Peter likely learned about the threat of these teachers
from a letter sent by Jude, another of Jesus’ brothers, to warn believers against them.
Peter’s letter echoes Jude’s in many places. See pp. 367–368.)

0UOPZSL[[LY7L[LYÄYZ[JOHSSLUNLZOPZYLHKLYZ[VNVKS`SP]PUNHUK[OLUHUZ^LYZ[OL
false teachers’ skepticism by stressing that he, along with James and John, personally
saw the glory and majesty of Jesus when we were with him on the sacred mountain
(see p. 335). All will see this same glory when Jesus returns. Peter reminds his readers
[OH[[OLWYVWOL[PJTLZZHNLPU[OL:JYPW[\YLZ[LZ[PÄLZ[V1LZ\Z»YL[\YUHZ^LSS-VY[OL
LHYS`*OYPZ[PHUJVTT\UP[PLZ¸[OL:JYPW[\YLZ¹^V\SKYLMLY[V[OL-PYZ[;LZ[HTLU[
Peter then observes that false teachers have slipped in among the people of
God throughout their history, so his readers shouldn’t be surprised that this is also
happening in their own day. In powerful imagery, he describes the false teachers’
destructive effect on the community and the judgment that awaits them.

0U[OLÄUHSZLJ[PVUVMOPZSL[[LY7L[LYHKKYLZZLZ[OLMHSZL[LHJOLYZ»KLUPHSVM1LZ\Z»
return head-on. He explains that the Messiah is indeed coming back, but his return
has been delayed, because God is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but
everyone to come to repentance. The proper response to this delay is to live holy and
godly lives so as to be in a position to welcome the Lord gladly when he does return.
We are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, where righteousness dwells.
Since this is our hope, Peter concludes, we should make every effort to be found
spotless and to remain at peace with God.

| 2 PETER |

S

imon Peter, a ser vant and apostle of Jesus Christ,
1
To those who through the righteousness of our God and Sav ior Jesus Christ
have received a faith as precious as ours:
1
Grace and peace be yours in abundance through the knowledge of God and
of Jesus our Lord.
2
2
is divine power has given us every thing we need for a god ly life
through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and
goodness. Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may par ticipate in the divine nature, hav ing
escaped the corruption in the world caused by evil desires.
For this very reason, make every ef fort to add to your faith goodness;
and to good ness, knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to selfcontrol, perseverance; and to perseverance, god li ness; and to god li ness,
mutual af fection; and to mutual af fection, love. For if you possess these
qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being inef fective
and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. But whoever
does not have them is nearsighted and blind, forgetting that they have been
cleansed from their past sins.
Therefore, my brothers and sisters, make every ef fort to confirm your
calling and election. For if you do these things, you will never stumble, and
you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and
Sav ior Jesus Christ.
1
So I will always remind you of these things, even though you know them
and are firm ly established in the truth you now have. I think it is right to
refresh your memory as long as I live in the tent of this body, because I know
that I will soon put it aside, as our Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to me.

H
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And I will make every ef fort to see that af ter my depar ture you will always
be able to remember these things.
For we did not follow cleverly devised stories when we told you about
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ in power, but we were eyewit nesses of
his majesty. He received honor and glory from God the Father when the
voice came to him from the Majestic Glory, say ing, “This is my Son, whom
I love; with him I am well pleased.” We ourselves heard this voice that came
from heaven when we were with him on the sacred mountain.
We also have the prophet ic message as something completely reliable,
and you will do well to pay at tention to it, as to a light shin ing in a dark
place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. Above
all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the
prophet’s own inter pretation of things. For prophecy never had its origin in
the human will, but prophets, though human, spoke from God as they were
carried along by the Holy Spirit.
1
But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be
false teachers among you. They will secret ly introduce destructive heresies,
even deny ing the sovereign Lord who bought them — bring ing swift destruction on themselves. Many will follow their depraved conduct and will
bring the way of truth into disrepute. In their greed these teachers will exploit you with fabricated stories. Their condemnation has long been hanging over them, and their destruction has not been sleeping.
For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but sent them to hell,
put ting them in chains of dark ness to be held for judg ment; if he did not
spare the ancient world when he brought the flood on its ungod ly people,
but protected Noah, a preacher of righteousness, and seven others; if he
condemned the cit ies of Sodom and Gomorrah by burning them to ashes,
and made them an example of what is going to happen to the ungod ly; and
if he rescued Lot, a righteous man, who was distressed by the depraved
conduct of the lawless (for that righteous man, liv ing among them day af ter
day, was tormented in his righteous soul by the lawless deeds he saw and
heard) — if this is so, then the Lord knows how to rescue the god ly from
trials and to hold the unrighteous for punishment on the day of judg ment.
This is especial ly true of those who fol low the cor rupt desire of the flesh
and despise authority.
Bold and ar rogant, they are not afraid to heap abuse on celestial beings; yet even angels, although they are stronger and more power ful, do
not heap abuse on such beings when bring ing judg ment on them from the
Lord. But these people blaspheme in mat ters they do not understand. They
are like unreasoning animals, creatures of instinct, born only to be caught
and destroyed, and like animals they too will perish.
They will be paid back with harm for the harm they have done. Their
1:15–2:13
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idea of pleasure is to ca rouse in broad daylight. They are blots and blemishes, reveling in their pleasures while they feast with you. With eyes full
of adultery, they never stop sinning; they seduce the unstable; they are experts in greed — an accursed brood! They have left the straight way and
wandered off to follow the way of Ba laam son of Bezer, who loved the wages
of wicked ness. But he was rebuked for his wrongdoing by a don key — an
an i mal without speech — who spoke with a hu man voice and restrained
the prophet’s madness.
These people are springs without water and mists driven by a storm.
Blackest dark ness is reserved for them. For they mouth empty, boast ful
words and, by appealing to the lust ful desires of the flesh, they entice people who are just escaping from those who live in error. They promise them
freedom, while they themselves are slaves of deprav ity — for “people are
slaves to whatever has mastered them.” If they have escaped the corruption
of the world by know ing our Lord and Sav ior Jesus Christ and are again entangled in it and are overcome, they are worse off at the end than they were
at the beginning. It would have been bet ter for them not to have known the
way of righteousness, than to have known it and then to turn their backs
on the sacred command that was passed on to them. Of them the proverbs
are true: “A dog returns to its vomit,” and, “A sow that is washed returns to
her wallow ing in the mud.”
1
Dear friends, this is now my second let ter to you. I have writ ten both of
them as reminders to stimu late you to wholesome think ing. I want you to
recall the words spoken in the past by the holy prophets and the command
given by our Lord and Sav ior through your apostles.
Above all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come,
scoff ing and follow ing their own evil desires. They will say, “Where is this
‘coming’ he promised? Ever since our ancestors died, every thing goes on as
it has since the beginning of creation.” But they deliberately forget that long
ago by God’s word the heavens came into being and the earth was formed
out of water and by water. By these waters also the world of that time was
deluged and destroyed. By the same word the present heavens and earth
are reserved for fire, being kept for the day of judg ment and destruction of
the ungod ly.
But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is
like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day. The Lord is not
slow in keeping his prom ise, as some understand slow ness. Instead he is
patient with you, not want ing anyone to per ish, but everyone to come to
repentance.
But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and
every thing done in it will be laid bare.
2:14–3:10
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Since every thing will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people
ought you to be? You ought to live holy and god ly lives as you look for ward
to the day of God and speed its coming. That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. But
in keeping with his promise we are look ing for ward to a new heaven and a
new earth, where righteousness dwells.
So then, dear friends, since you are look ing for ward to this, make every
ef fort to be found spot less, blameless and at peace with him. Bear in mind
that our Lord’s patience means salvation, just as our dear brother Paul also
wrote you with the wisdom that God gave him. He writes the same way in
all his let ters, speak ing in them of these mat ters. His let ters contain some
things that are hard to understand, which ig norant and unstable people
distort, as they do the other Scriptures, to their own destruction.
Therefore, dear friends, since you have been forewarned, be on your
guard so that you may not be carried away by the error of the lawless and fall
from your secure position. But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord
and Sav ior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and forever! Amen.

3:11–3:18
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INVITATION TO

JUDE

Jesus had several brothers, including James and Jude. James is better known, since he
was a prominent leader in the church at Jerusalem (see p. 311). Much less is known
about Jude, but he too was clearly a church leader, since he wrote to believers with
authority in this letter that bears his name. It’s not clear exactly who was meant to
receive this letter, although the references to angels, to the history of Israel and to
ZWLJPÄJ^YP[PUNZZ\NNLZ[[OH[P[^HZHKKYLZZLK[V1L^Z^OVILSPL]LKPU1LZ\ZHZ[OLPY
Messiah.
But the problem that occasioned the letter is quite clear. Jude warns his readers
about certain individuals who have secretly slipped in among you, whose teaching and
example are threatening the faith that was once for all entrusted to God’s holy people.
These false teachers, on the basis of supposedly inspired dreams, reject authority and
pollute their own bodies, engage in immorality and refuse discipline. Even though
they claim to bring God’s message, they really follow mere natural instincts and do
not have the Spirit.
The believers’ response to them must be active resistance. They must contend for
the faith by rejecting both the teaching and the example of these men and cleansing
their community. Be merciful to those who doubt, Jude instructs them, save others by
ZUH[JOPUN[OLTMYVT[OLÄYL"[VV[OLYZZOV^TLYJ`TP_LK^P[OMLHY. He assures them
that as they do these things, they can entrust themselves to God their Savior.
It appears that the apostle Peter received a copy of Jude’s letter and wrote a similar
one of his own to show that Jude was faithfully presenting the teaching of the apostles
of the Lord Jesus Christ (see p. 359).

| JUDE |

J

ude, a ser vant of Jesus Christ and a brother of James,
1
To those who have been called, who are loved in God the Father and kept
for Jesus Christ:
1
Mercy, peace and love be yours in abundance.
2
2
ear friends, although I was very eager to write to you about the salvation we share, I felt compelled to write and urge you to contend for
the faith that was once for all entrusted to God’s holy people. For cer tain
individuals whose condemnation was writ ten about long ago have secret ly
slipped in among you. They are ungod ly people, who per vert the grace of
our God into a license for immorality and deny Jesus Christ our only Sovereign and Lord.
Though you already know all this, I want to remind you that the Lord
at one time delivered his people out of Egypt, but later destroyed those who
did not believe. And the angels who did not keep their positions of authority but abandoned their proper dwelling — these he has kept in dark ness,
bound with everlast ing chains for judg ment on the great Day. In a similar
way, Sodom and Gomor rah and the sur round ing towns gave themselves
up to sex ual immorality and per version. They serve as an example of those
who suf fer the punishment of eternal fire.
In the very same way, on the strength of their dreams these ungod ly
people pollute their own bodies, reject authority and heap abuse on celestial beings. But even the archangel Michael, when he was disput ing with
the dev il about the body of Moses, did not himself dare to condemn him
for slander but said, “The Lord rebuke you!” Yet these people slander whatever they do not understand, and the very things they do understand by
instinct — as irrational animals do — will destroy them.

D
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Woe to them! They have taken the way of Cain; they have rushed for
prof it into Ba laam’s error; they have been destroyed in Korah’s rebellion.
These people are blemishes at your love feasts, eat ing with you without the slightest qualm — shepherds who feed only themselves. They are
clouds without rain, blown along by the wind; autumn trees, without fruit
and uprooted — twice dead. They are wild waves of the sea, foam ing up
their shame; wander ing stars, for whom blackest dark ness has been reserved forever.
Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about them: “See, the Lord
is coming with thousands upon thousands of his holy ones to judge everyone, and to convict all of them of all the ungod ly acts they have commit ted
in their ungodliness, and of all the defiant words ungodly sinners have spoken against him.” These people are grumblers and fault finders; they follow
their own evil desires; they boast about themselves and flat ter others for
their own advantage.
But, dear friends, remember what the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ
foretold. They said to you, “In the last times there will be scoffers who will
fol low their own ungod ly desires.” These are the people who divide you,
who follow mere nat ural instincts and do not have the Spirit.
But you, dear friends, by building yourselves up in your most holy faith
and pray ing in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in God’s love as you wait for
the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to bring you to eternal life.
Be merci ful to those who doubt; save others by snatch ing them from
the fire; to others show mercy, mixed with fear — hat ing even the clothing
stained by corrupted flesh.
2
2
o him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you before
his glorious presence without fault and with great joy — to the only God
our Sav ior be glory, majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ our
Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore! Amen.
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