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  Revelation | 431

3:14–4:8

“To the an gel of the  church in La od i cea write:

These are the  words of the Amen, the faith ful and true wit ness, the 
rul er of  God’s cre a tion. I know your  deeds, that you are nei ther cold nor 
hot. I wish you were ei ther one or the oth er! So, be cause you are luke-
warm —  nei ther hot nor cold —  I am  about to spit you out of my  mouth. 
You say, ‘I am rich; I have ac quired  wealth and do not need a  thing.’ 
But you do not re al ize that you are wretch ed, piti ful, poor,  blind and 
na ked. I coun sel you to buy from me gold re fined in the fire, so you can 
be come rich; and  white  clothes to wear, so you can cov er your shame-
ful na ked ness; and  salve to put on your eyes, so you can see.

Those whom I love I re buke and dis ci pline. So be ear nest and re pent. 
Here I am! I  stand at the door and  knock. If any one  hears my  voice 
and  opens the door, I will come in and eat with that per son, and they 
with me.

To the one who is vic to ri ous, I will give the  right to sit with me on 
my  throne, just as I was vic to ri ous and sat down with my Fa ther on 
his  throne. Who ev er has ears, let them hear what the Spir it says to the 
church es.”

3
3
3

A f ter this I  looked, and  there be fore me was a door stand ing open in 
heav en. And the  voice I had  first  heard speak ing to me like a trum-

pet said, “Come up here, and I will show you what must take  place af ter 
this.” At once I was in the Spir it, and  there be fore me was a  throne in heav-
en with some one sit ting on it. And the one who sat  there had the ap pear-
ance of jas per and ruby. A rain bow that  shone like an em er ald en cir cled 
the  throne. Sur round ing the  throne were twen ty-four oth er  thrones, and 
seat ed on them were twen ty-four el ders. They were  dressed in  white and 
had  crowns of gold on  their  heads. From the  throne came flash es of light-
ning, rum blings and  peals of thun der. In front of the  throne, sev en  lamps 
were blaz ing.  These are the sev en spir its of God. Also in front of the  throne 
 there was what  looked like a sea of  glass,  clear as crys tal.

In the cen ter,  around the  throne, were four liv ing crea tures, and they 
were cov ered with eyes, in  front and in back. The  first liv ing crea ture was 
like a lion, the sec ond was like an ox, the  third had a face like a man, the 
 fourth was like a fly ing ea gle. Each of the four liv ing crea tures had six  wings 
and was cov ered with eyes all  around, even un der its  wings. Day and  night 
they nev er stop say ing:
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432 | Revelation  

4:9–5:11

NIV1 
“ ‘Holy, holy, holy

is the Lord God Almighty,’
who was, and is, and is to come.”

NIV1 
When ev er the liv ing crea tures give glo ry, hon or and  thanks to him who sits 
on the  throne and who  lives for ever and ever, the twen ty-four el ders fall 
down be fore him who sits on the  throne and wor ship him who  lives for ever 
and ever. They lay  their  crowns be fore the  throne and say:

  “You are worthy, our Lord and God,
  to receive glory and honor and power,
  for you created all things,
  and by your will they were created
  and have their being.”

Then I saw in the  right hand of him who sat on the  throne a  scroll with 
writ ing on both  sides and  sealed with sev en  seals. And I saw a  mighty an gel 
pro claim ing in a loud  voice, “Who is wor thy to  break the  seals and open the 
 scroll?” But no one in heav en or on  earth or un der the  earth  could open the 
 scroll or even look in side it. I wept and wept be cause no one was  found who 
was wor thy to open the  scroll or look in side. Then one of the el ders said to 
me, “Do not weep! See, the Lion of the  tribe of Ju dah, the Root of Da vid, has 
tri umphed. He is able to open the  scroll and its sev en seals.”

Then I saw a Lamb, look ing as if it had been  slain, stand ing at the cen-
ter of the  throne, en cir cled by the four liv ing crea tures and the el ders. The 
Lamb had sev en  horns and sev en eyes,  which are the sev en spir its of God 
sent out into all the  earth. He went and took the  scroll from the  right hand 
of him who sat on the  throne. And when he had tak en it, the four liv ing 
crea tures and the twen ty-four el ders fell down be fore the Lamb. Each one 
had a harp and they were hold ing gold en  bowls full of in cense,  which are 
the  prayers of  God’s peo ple. And they sang a new song, say ing:

  “You are worthy to take the scroll
  and to open its seals,
  because you were slain,
  and with your blood you purchased for God
  persons from every tribe and language and people and nation.
  You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our 

God,
  and they will reign on the earth.”

Then I  looked and  heard the  voice of many an gels, num ber ing thou-
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5:12–6:11

sands upon thou sands, and ten thou sand  times ten thou sand. They en cir-
cled the  throne and the liv ing crea tures and the el ders. In a loud  voice they 
were say ing:

  “Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain,
  to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength
  and honor and glory and praise!”

Then I  heard ev ery crea ture in heav en and on  earth and un der the 
 earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, say ing:

  “To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb
  be praise and honor and glory and power,

for ever and ever!”

The four liv ing crea tures said, “Amen,” and the el ders fell down and wor-
shiped.
1
I  watched as the Lamb  opened the  first of the sev en  seals. Then I  heard one 
of the four liv ing crea tures say in a  voice like thun der, “Come!” I  looked, and 
 there be fore me was a  white  horse! Its rid er held a bow, and he was giv en a 
 crown, and he rode out as a con quer or bent on con quest.

When the Lamb  opened the sec ond seal, I  heard the sec ond liv ing crea-
ture say, “Come!” Then an oth er  horse came out, a fi ery red one. Its rid er was 
giv en pow er to take  peace from the  earth and to make peo ple kill each oth-
er. To him was giv en a  large sword.

When the Lamb  opened the  third seal, I  heard the  third liv ing crea ture 
say, “Come!” I  looked, and  there be fore me was a  black  horse! Its rid er was 
hold ing a pair of  scales in his hand. Then I  heard what sound ed like a  voice 
 among the four liv ing crea tures, say ing, “Two  pounds of  wheat for a  day’s 
wag es, and six  pounds of bar ley for a  day’s wag es, and do not dam age the 
oil and the wine!”

When the Lamb  opened the  fourth seal, I  heard the  voice of the  fourth 
liv ing crea ture say, “Come!” I  looked, and  there be fore me was a pale  horse! 
Its rid er was  named  Death, and Ha des was fol low ing  close be hind him. 
They were giv en pow er over a  fourth of the  earth to kill by  sword, fam ine 
and  plague, and by the wild  beasts of the earth.

When he  opened the  fifth seal, I saw un der the al tar the  souls of  those 
who had been  slain be cause of the word of God and the tes ti mo ny they had 
main tained. They  called out in a loud  voice, “How long, Sov er eign Lord, 
holy and true, un til you  judge the in hab i tants of the  earth and  avenge our 
 blood?” Then each of them was giv en a  white robe, and they were told to 
wait a lit tle lon ger, un til the full num ber of  their fel low ser vants, their broth-
ers and sis ters, were  killed just as they had been.
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6:12–7:10

I  watched as he  opened the  sixth seal.  There was a  great earth quake. 
The sun  turned  black like sack cloth made of goat hair, the  whole moon 
 turned  blood red, and the  stars in the sky fell to  earth, as figs drop from a fig 
tree when shak en by a  strong wind. The heav ens re ced ed like a  scroll be ing 
 rolled up, and ev ery moun tain and is land was re moved from its place.

Then the  kings of the  earth, the princ es, the gen er als, the rich, the 
 mighty, and ev ery one else, both  slave and free, hid in  caves and  among the 
 rocks of the moun tains. They  called to the moun tains and the  rocks, “Fall 
on us and hide us from the face of him who sits on the  throne and from the 
 wrath of the Lamb! For the  great day of  their  wrath has come, and who can 
with stand it?”
1
Af ter this I saw four an gels stand ing at the four cor ners of the  earth, hold ing 
back the four  winds of the  earth to pre vent any wind from blow ing on the 
land or on the sea or on any tree. Then I saw an oth er an gel com ing up from 
the east, hav ing the seal of the liv ing God. He  called out in a loud  voice to 
the four an gels who had been giv en pow er to harm the land and the sea: 
“Do not harm the land or the sea or the  trees un til we put a seal on the fore-
heads of the ser vants of our God.” Then I  heard the num ber of  those who 
were  sealed: 144,000 from all the  tribes of Is ra el.

  From the  tribe of Ju dah 12,000 were sealed,
  from the  tribe of Reu ben 12,000,
  from the  tribe of Gad 12,000,
  from the  tribe of Ash er 12,000,
  from the  tribe of Naph ta li 12,000,
  from the  tribe of Ma nas seh 12,000,
  from the  tribe of Sim e on 12,000,
  from the  tribe of Levi 12,000,
  from the  tribe of Is sa char 12,000,
  from the  tribe of Zeb u lun 12,000,
  from the  tribe of Jo seph 12,000,
  from the  tribe of Ben ja min 12,000.

Af ter this I  looked, and  there be fore me was a  great mul ti tude that no 
one  could  count, from ev ery na tion,  tribe, peo ple and lan guage, stand ing 
be fore the  throne and be fore the Lamb. They were wear ing  white  robes 
and were hold ing palm branch es in  their  hands. And they  cried out in a 
loud voice:
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7:11–8:3

  “Salvation belongs to our God,
  who sits on the throne,
  and to the Lamb.”

All the an gels were stand ing  around the  throne and  around the el ders and 
the four liv ing crea tures. They fell down on  their fac es be fore the  throne 
and wor shiped God, say ing:

  “Amen!
  Praise and glory
  and wisdom and thanks and honor
  and power and strength
  be to our God for ever and ever.
  Amen!”

Then one of the el ders  asked me, “These in  white  robes —  who are they, 
and  where did they come from?”

I an swered, “Sir, you know.”
And he said, “These are they who have come out of the  great trib u la-

tion; they have  washed  their  robes and made them  white in the  blood of the 
Lamb. There fore,

  “they are before the throne of God
  and serve him day and night in his temple;
  and he who sits on the throne
  will shelter them with his presence.
  ‘Never again will they hunger;
  never again will they thirst.
  The sun will not beat down on them,’
  nor any scorching heat.
  For the Lamb at the center of the throne
  will be their shepherd;
  ‘he will lead them to springs of living water.’
  ‘And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.’ ”

When he  opened the sev enth seal,  there was si lence in heav en for  about 
half an hour.
2
2
And I saw the sev en an gels who  stand be fore God, and sev en trum pets were 
giv en to them.

An oth er an gel, who had a gold en cen ser, came and  stood at the al tar. 
He was giv en much in cense to of fer, with the  prayers of all  God’s peo ple, on 
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8:4–9:9

the gold en al tar in front of the  throne. The  smoke of the in cense, to geth er 
with the  prayers of  God’s peo ple, went up be fore God from the an gel’s hand. 
Then the an gel took the cen ser,  filled it with fire from the al tar, and  hurled it 
on the  earth; and  there came  peals of thun der, rum blings, flash es of light-
ning and an earth quake.

Then the sev en an gels who had the sev en trum pets pre pared to  sound 
them.

The  first an gel sound ed his trum pet, and  there came hail and fire 
 mixed with  blood, and it was  hurled down on the  earth. A  third of the  earth 
was  burned up, a  third of the  trees were  burned up, and all the  green  grass 
was  burned up.

The sec ond an gel sound ed his trum pet, and some thing like a huge 
moun tain, all  ablaze, was  thrown into the sea. A  third of the sea  turned 
into  blood, a  third of the liv ing crea tures in the sea died, and a  third of the 
 ships were de stroyed.

The  third an gel sound ed his trum pet, and a  great star, blaz ing like a 
 torch, fell from the sky on a  third of the riv ers and on the  springs of wa ter —  
the name of the star is Worm wood. A  third of the wa ters  turned bit ter, and 
many peo ple died from the wa ters that had be come bit ter.

The  fourth an gel sound ed his trum pet, and a  third of the sun was 
 struck, a  third of the moon, and a  third of the  stars, so that a  third of them 
 turned dark. A  third of the day was with out  light, and also a  third of the 
night.

As I  watched, I  heard an ea gle that was fly ing in mid air call out in a 
loud  voice: “Woe! Woe! Woe to the in hab i tants of the  earth, be cause of the 
trum pet  blasts  about to be sound ed by the oth er  three an gels!”

The  fifth an gel sound ed his trum pet, and I saw a star that had fall-
en from the sky to the  earth. The star was giv en the key to the  shaft of the 
 Abyss. When he  opened the  Abyss,  smoke rose from it like the  smoke from 
a gi gan tic fur nace. The sun and sky were dark ened by the  smoke from the 
 Abyss. And out of the  smoke lo custs came down on the  earth and were giv-
en pow er like that of scor pi ons of the  earth. They were told not to harm the 
 grass of the  earth or any  plant or tree, but only  those peo ple who did not 
have the seal of God on  their fore heads. They were not al lowed to kill them 
but only to tor ture them for five  months. And the ag o ny they suf fered was 
like that of the  sting of a scor pi on when it  strikes. Dur ing  those days peo-
ple will seek  death but will not find it; they will long to die, but  death will 
 elude them.

The lo custs  looked like hors es pre pared for bat tle. On  their  heads they 
wore some thing like  crowns of gold, and  their fac es re sem bled hu man fac-
es. Their hair was like wom en’s hair, and  their  teeth were like li ons’  teeth. 
They had breast plates like breast plates of iron, and the  sound of  their  wings 
was like the thun der ing of many hors es and char i ots rush ing into bat tle. 
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9:10–10:8

They had  tails with sting ers, like scor pi ons, and in  their  tails they had pow-
er to tor ment peo ple for five  months. They had as king over them the an gel 
of the  Abyss,  whose name in He brew is Abad don and in  Greek is Apol lyon 
(that is, De stroy er).

The  first woe is past; two oth er woes are yet to come.
The  sixth an gel sound ed his trum pet, and I  heard a  voice com ing 

from the four  horns of the gold en al tar that is be fore God. It said to the  sixth 
an gel who had the trum pet, “Re lease the four an gels who are  bound at the 
 great riv er Eu phra tes.” And the four an gels who had been kept  ready for this 
very hour and day and  month and year were re leased to kill a  third of man-
kind. The num ber of the mount ed  troops was twice ten thou sand times ten 
thou sand. I  heard  their num ber.

The hors es and rid ers I saw in my vi sion  looked like this:  Their breast-
plates were fi ery red, dark blue, and yel low as sul fur. The  heads of the hors-
es re sem bled the  heads of li ons, and out of  their  mouths came fire,  smoke 
and sul fur. A  third of man kind was  killed by the  three  plagues of fire,  smoke 
and sul fur that came out of  their  mouths. The pow er of the hors es was in 
 their  mouths and in  their  tails; for  their  tails were like  snakes, hav ing  heads 
with  which they in flict in ju ry.

The rest of man kind who were not  killed by  these  plagues  still did not 
re pent of the work of  their  hands; they did not stop wor ship ing de mons, and 
 idols of gold, sil ver,  bronze,  stone and wood —   idols that can not see or hear 
or walk. Nor did they re pent of  their mur ders,  their mag ic arts,  their sex u al 
im mo ral i ty or  their thefts.
1
Then I saw an oth er  mighty an gel com ing down from heav en. He was  robed 
in a  cloud, with a rain bow  above his head; his face was like the sun, and his 
legs were like fi ery pil lars. He was hold ing a lit tle  scroll,  which lay open in 
his hand. He plant ed his  right foot on the sea and his left foot on the land, 
and he gave a loud  shout like the roar of a lion. When he shout ed, the voic-
es of the sev en thun ders  spoke. And when the sev en thun ders  spoke, I was 
 about to  write; but I  heard a  voice from heav en say, “Seal up what the sev en 
thun ders have said and do not  write it down.”

Then the an gel I had seen stand ing on the sea and on the land  raised 
his  right hand to heav en. And he  swore by him who  lives for ever and ever, 
who cre at ed the heav ens and all that is in them, the  earth and all that is in 
it, and the sea and all that is in it, and said, “There will be no more de lay! 
But in the days when the sev enth an gel is  about to  sound his trum pet, the 
mys tery of God will be ac com plished, just as he an nounced to his ser vants 
the proph ets.”

Then the  voice that I had  heard from heav en  spoke to me once more: 
“Go, take the  scroll that lies open in the hand of the an gel who is stand ing 
on the sea and on the land.”
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10:9–11:15

So I went to the an gel and  asked him to give me the lit tle  scroll. He said 
to me, “Take it and eat it. It will turn your stom ach sour, but ‘in your  mouth 
it will be as  sweet as hon ey.’ ” I took the lit tle  scroll from the an gel’s hand 
and ate it. It tast ed as  sweet as hon ey in my  mouth, but when I had eat en it, 
my stom ach  turned sour. Then I was told, “You must proph e sy  again  about 
many peo ples, na tions, lan guag es and kings.”

I was giv en a reed like a mea sur ing rod and was told, “Go and mea sure 
the tem ple of God and the al tar, with its wor ship ers. But ex clude the out er 
 court; do not mea sure it, be cause it has been giv en to the Gen tiles. They 
will tram ple on the holy city for 42  months. And I will ap point my two wit-
ness es, and they will proph e sy for 1,260 days,  clothed in sack cloth.” They 
are “the two ol ive  trees” and the two lamp stands, and “they  stand be fore 
the Lord of the  earth.” If any one  tries to harm them, fire  comes from  their 
 mouths and de vours  their en e mies. This is how any one who  wants to harm 
them must die. They have pow er to shut up the heav ens so that it will not 
rain dur ing the time they are proph e sy ing; and they have pow er to turn the 
wa ters into  blood and to  strike the  earth with ev ery kind of  plague as of ten 
as they want.

Now when they have fin ished  their tes ti mo ny, the  beast that  comes up 
from the  Abyss will at tack them, and over pow er and kill them. Their bod ies 
will lie in the pub lic  square of the  great city —  which is fig u ra tive ly  called 
Sod om and  Egypt —  where also  their Lord was cru ci fied. For  three and a 
half days some from ev ery peo ple,  tribe, lan guage and na tion will gaze on 
 their bod ies and refuse them buri al. The in hab i tants of the  earth will  gloat 
over them and will cel e brate by send ing each oth er  gifts, be cause  these two 
proph ets had tor ment ed  those who live on the earth.

But af ter the  three and a half days the  breath of life from God en tered 
them, and they  stood on  their feet, and ter ror  struck  those who saw them. 
Then they  heard a loud  voice from heav en say ing to them, “Come up here.” 
And they went up to heav en in a  cloud,  while  their en e mies  looked on.

At that very hour  there was a se vere earth quake and a  tenth of the city 
col lapsed. Sev en thou sand peo ple were  killed in the earth quake, and the 
sur vi vors were ter ri fied and gave glo ry to the God of heav en.
1
The sec ond woe has  passed; the  third woe is com ing soon.

The sev enth an gel sound ed his trum pet, and  there were loud voic es in 
heav en,  which said:

  “The kingdom of the world has become
  the kingdom of our Lord and of his Messiah,
  and he will reign for ever and ever.”
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11:16–12:10

And the twen ty-four el ders, who were seat ed on  their  thrones be fore God, 
fell on  their fac es and wor shiped God, say ing:

  “We give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty,
  the One who is and who was,
  because you have taken your great power
  and have begun to reign.
  The nations were angry,
  and your wrath has come.
  The time has come for judging the dead,
  and for rewarding your servants the prophets
  and your people who revere your name,
  both great and small —  
  and for destroying those who destroy the earth.”

Then  God’s tem ple in heav en was  opened, and with in his tem ple was 
seen the ark of his cov enant. And  there came flash es of light ning, rum-
blings,  peals of thun der, an earth quake and a se vere hail storm.
2
2
A  great sign ap peared in heav en: a wom an  clothed with the sun, with the 
moon un der her feet and a  crown of  twelve  stars on her head. She was preg-
nant and  cried out in pain as she was  about to give  birth. Then an oth er 
sign ap peared in heav en: an enor mous red drag on with sev en  heads and 
ten  horns and sev en  crowns on its  heads. Its tail  swept a  third of the  stars 
out of the sky and  flung them to the  earth. The drag on  stood in  front of the 
wom an who was  about to give  birth, so that it  might de vour her  child the 
mo ment he was born. She gave  birth to a son, a male  child, who “will rule 
all the na tions with an iron scep ter.” And her  child was  snatched up to God 
and to his  throne. The wom an fled into the wil der ness to a  place pre pared 
for her by God,  where she  might be tak en care of for 1,260 days.

Then war broke out in heav en. Mi cha el and his an gels  fought  against 
the drag on, and the drag on and his an gels  fought back. But he was not 
 strong  enough, and they lost  their  place in heav en. The  great drag on was 
 hurled down —  that an cient ser pent  called the dev il, or Sa tan, who  leads the 
 whole  world  astray. He was  hurled to the  earth, and his an gels with him.

Then I  heard a loud  voice in heav en say:

  “Now have come the salvation and the power
  and the kingdom of our God,
  and the authority of his Messiah.
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  For the accuser of our brothers and sisters,
  who accuses them before our God day and night,
  has been hurled down.
  They triumphed over him
  by the blood of the Lamb
  and by the word of their testimony;
  they did not love their lives so much
  as to shrink from death.
  Therefore rejoice, you heavens
  and you who dwell in them!
  But woe to the earth and the sea,
  because the devil has gone down to you!
  He is filled with fury,
  because he knows that his time is short.”

When the drag on saw that he had been  hurled to the  earth, he pur sued 
the wom an who had giv en  birth to the male  child. The wom an was giv en 
the two  wings of a  great ea gle, so that she  might fly to the  place pre pared 
for her in the wil der ness,  where she  would be tak en care of for a time,  times 
and half a time, out of the ser pent’s  reach. Then from his  mouth the ser-
pent  spewed wa ter like a riv er, to over take the wom an and  sweep her away 
with the tor rent. But the  earth  helped the wom an by open ing its  mouth and 
swal low ing the riv er that the drag on had  spewed out of his  mouth. Then 
the drag on was en raged at the wom an and went off to wage war  against the 
rest of her off spring —   those who keep  God’s com mands and hold fast  their 
tes ti mo ny  about  Jesus.
1
The drag on  stood on the  shore of the sea. And I saw a  beast com ing out of 
the sea. It had ten  horns and sev en  heads, with ten  crowns on its  horns, and 
on each head a blas phe mous name. The  beast I saw re sem bled a leop ard, 
but had feet like  those of a bear and a  mouth like that of a lion. The drag-
on gave the  beast his pow er and his  throne and  great au thor i ty. One of the 
 heads of the  beast  seemed to have had a fa tal  wound, but the fa tal  wound 
had been  healed. The  whole  world was  filled with won der and fol lowed the 
 beast. Peo ple wor shiped the drag on be cause he had giv en au thor i ty to the 
 beast, and they also wor shiped the  beast and  asked, “Who is like the  beast? 
Who can wage war  against it?”

The  beast was giv en a  mouth to ut ter  proud  words and blas phe mies 
and to ex er cise its au thor i ty for for ty-two  months. It  opened its  mouth to 
blas pheme God, and to slan der his name and his dwell ing  place and  those 
who live in heav en. It was giv en pow er to wage war  against  God’s  holy 
peo ple and to con quer them. And it was giv en au thor i ty over ev ery  tribe, 

05NT_Jn-123Jn-Rev_TBoTB_2.indd   44005NT_Jn-123Jn-Rev_TBoTB_2.indd   440 5/11/2011   6:55:53 PM5/11/2011   6:55:53 PM



  Revelation | 441

13:8–14:6

peo ple, lan guage and na tion. All in hab i tants of the  earth will wor ship the 
 beast —  all  whose  names have not been writ ten in the  Lamb’s book of life, 
the Lamb who was  slain from the cre a tion of the world.

Who ev er has ears, let them hear.

  “If anyone is to go into captivity,
  into captivity they will go.
  If anyone is to be killed with the sword,
  with the sword they will be killed.”

This  calls for pa tient en dur ance and faith ful ness on the part of  God’s 
peo ple.

Then I saw a sec ond  beast, com ing out of the  earth. It had two  horns 
like a lamb, but it  spoke like a drag on. It ex er cised all the au thor i ty of the 
 first  beast on its be half, and made the  earth and its in hab i tants wor ship 
the  first  beast,  whose fa tal  wound had been  healed. And it per formed  great 
 signs, even caus ing fire to come down from heav en to the  earth in full view 
of the peo ple. Be cause of the  signs it was giv en pow er to per form on be half 
of the  first  beast, it de ceived the in hab i tants of the  earth. It or dered them to 
set up an im age in hon or of the  beast who was wound ed by the  sword and 
yet  lived. The sec ond  beast was giv en pow er to give  breath to the im age of 
the  first  beast, so that the im age  could  speak and  cause all who re fused to 
wor ship the im age to be  killed. It also  forced all peo ple,  great and  small, 
rich and poor, free and  slave, to re ceive a mark on  their  right  hands or on 
 their fore heads, so that they  could not buy or sell un less they had the mark, 
 which is the name of the  beast or the num ber of its name.

This  calls for wis dom. Let the per son who has in sight cal cu late the 
num ber of the  beast, for it is the num ber of a man. That num ber is 666.
1
Then I  looked, and  there be fore me was the Lamb, stand ing on  Mount Zion, 
and with him 144,000 who had his name and his Fa ther’s name writ ten on 
 their fore heads. And I  heard a  sound from heav en like the roar of rush ing 
wa ters and like a loud peal of thun der. The  sound I  heard was like that of 
harp ists play ing  their  harps. And they sang a new song be fore the  throne 
and be fore the four liv ing crea tures and the el ders. No one  could  learn the 
song ex cept the 144,000 who had been re deemed from the  earth. These are 
 those who did not de file them selves with wom en, for they re mained vir-
gins. They fol low the Lamb wher ev er he goes. They were pur chased from 
 among man kind and of fered as first fruits to God and the Lamb. No lie was 
 found in  their  mouths; they are blame less.
1
Then I saw an oth er an gel fly ing in mid air, and he had the eter nal gos pel to 
pro claim to  those who live on the  earth —  to ev ery na tion,  tribe, lan guage 
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and peo ple. He said in a loud  voice, “Fear God and give him glo ry, be cause 
the hour of his judg ment has come. Wor ship him who made the heav ens, 
the  earth, the sea and the  springs of wa ter.”

A sec ond an gel fol lowed and said, “ ‘Fall en! Fall en is Bab ylon the  Great,’ 
 which made all the na tions  drink the mad den ing wine of her adul ter ies.”

A  third an gel fol lowed them and said in a loud  voice: “If any one wor-
ships the  beast and its im age and re ceives its mark on  their fore head or 
on  their hand, they, too, will  drink the wine of  God’s fury,  which has been 
 poured full  strength into the cup of his  wrath. They will be tor ment ed with 
burn ing sul fur in the pres ence of the holy an gels and of the Lamb. And 
the  smoke of  their tor ment will rise for ever and ever.  There will be no rest 
day or  night for  those who wor ship the  beast and its im age, or for any one 
who re ceives the mark of its name.” This  calls for pa tient en dur ance on the 
part of the peo ple of God who keep his com mands and re main faith ful to 
 Jesus.

Then I  heard a  voice from heav en say, “Write this:  Blessed are the dead 
who die in the Lord from now on.”

“Yes,” says the Spir it, “they will rest from  their la bor, for  their  deeds will 
fol low them.”
1
I  looked, and  there be fore me was a  white  cloud, and seat ed on the  cloud 
was one like a son of man with a  crown of gold on his head and a  sharp sick-
le in his hand. Then an oth er an gel came out of the tem ple and  called in a 
loud  voice to him who was sit ting on the  cloud, “Take your sick le and reap, 
be cause the time to reap has come, for the har vest of the  earth is ripe.” So 
he who was seat ed on the  cloud  swung his sick le over the  earth, and the 
 earth was har vest ed.

An oth er an gel came out of the tem ple in heav en, and he too had a 
 sharp sick le. Still an oth er an gel, who had  charge of the fire, came from the 
al tar and  called in a loud  voice to him who had the  sharp sick le, “Take your 
 sharp sick le and gath er the clus ters of  grapes from the  earth’s vine, be cause 
its  grapes are ripe.” The an gel  swung his sick le on the  earth, gath ered its 
 grapes and  threw them into the  great wine press of  God’s  wrath. They were 
tram pled in the wine press out side the city, and  blood  flowed out of the 
 press, ris ing as high as the hors es’ bri dles for a dis tance of 1,600 sta dia.
2
2
I saw in heav en an oth er  great and mar vel ous sign: sev en an gels with the 
sev en last  plagues —  last, be cause with them  God’s  wrath is com plet ed. And 
I saw what  looked like a sea of  glass glow ing with fire and, stand ing be side 
the sea,  those who had been vic to ri ous over the  beast and its im age and 
over the num ber of its name. They held  harps giv en them by God and sang 
the song of  God’s ser vant Mo ses and of the Lamb:
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  “Great and marvelous are your deeds,
  Lord God Almighty.
  Just and true are your ways,
  King of the nations.
  Who will not fear you, Lord,
  and bring glory to your name?
  For you alone are holy.
  All nations will come
  and worship before you,
  for your righteous acts have been revealed.”

Af ter this I  looked, and I saw in heav en the tem ple —  that is, the tab er-
na cle of the cov enant law —  and it was  opened. Out of the tem ple came the 
sev en an gels with the sev en  plagues. They were  dressed in  clean, shin ing 
lin en and wore gold en sash es  around  their  chests. Then one of the four liv-
ing crea tures gave to the sev en an gels sev en gold en  bowls  filled with the 
 wrath of God, who  lives for ever and ever. And the tem ple was  filled with 
 smoke from the glo ry of God and from his pow er, and no one  could en ter 
the tem ple un til the sev en  plagues of the sev en an gels were com plet ed.
2
2
Then I  heard a loud  voice from the tem ple say ing to the sev en an gels, “Go, 
pour out the sev en  bowls of  God’s  wrath on the earth.”

The  first an gel went and  poured out his bowl on the land, and ugly, 
fes ter ing  sores  broke out on the peo ple who had the mark of the  beast and 
wor shiped its im age.

The sec ond an gel  poured out his bowl on the sea, and it  turned into 
 blood like that of a dead per son, and ev ery liv ing  thing in the sea died.

The  third an gel  poured out his bowl on the riv ers and  springs of wa-
ter, and they be came  blood. Then I  heard the an gel in  charge of the wa ters 
say:

  “You are just in these judgments, O Holy One,
  you who are and who were;
  for they have shed the blood of your holy people and your 

prophets,
  and you have given them blood to drink as they deserve.”

And I  heard the al tar re spond:

  “Yes, Lord God Almighty,
  true and just are your judgments.”
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The  fourth an gel  poured out his bowl on the sun, and the sun was al-
lowed to  scorch peo ple with fire. They were  seared by the in tense heat and 
they  cursed the name of God, who had con trol over  these  plagues, but they 
re fused to re pent and glo ri fy him.

The  fifth an gel  poured out his bowl on the  throne of the  beast, and its 
king dom was  plunged into dark ness. Peo ple  gnawed  their  tongues in ag o ny 
and  cursed the God of heav en be cause of  their  pains and  their  sores, but 
they re fused to re pent of what they had done.

The  sixth an gel  poured out his bowl on the  great riv er Eu phra tes, and 
its wa ter was  dried up to pre pare the way for the  kings from the East. Then I 
saw  three im pure spir its that  looked like  frogs; they came out of the  mouth 
of the drag on, out of the  mouth of the  beast and out of the  mouth of the  false 
proph et. They are de mon ic spir its that per form  signs, and they go out to the 
 kings of the  whole  world, to gath er them for the bat tle on the  great day of 
God Al mighty.

“Look, I come like a  thief !  Blessed is the one who stays  awake and re-
mains  clothed, so as not to go na ked and be shame ful ly ex posed.”

Then they gath ered the  kings to geth er to the  place that in He brew is  called 
Ar ma ged don.

The sev enth an gel  poured out his bowl into the air, and out of the tem-
ple came a loud  voice from the  throne, say ing, “It is done!” Then  there came 
flash es of light ning, rum blings,  peals of thun der and a se vere earth quake. 
No earth quake like it has ever oc curred  since man kind has been on  earth, 
so tre men dous was the  quake. The  great city  split into  three  parts, and the 
cit ies of the na tions col lapsed. God re mem bered Bab ylon the  Great and 
gave her the cup  filled with the wine of the fury of his  wrath. Ev ery is land 
fled away and the moun tains  could not be  found. From the sky huge hail-
stones, each weigh ing  about a hun dred  pounds, fell on peo ple. And they 
 cursed God on ac count of the  plague of hail, be cause the  plague was so 
ter ri ble.
3
3
3

O ne of the sev en an gels who had the sev en  bowls came and said to me, 
“Come, I will show you the pun ish ment of the  great pros ti tute, who 

sits by many wa ters. With her the  kings of the  earth com mit ted adul tery, 
and the in hab i tants of the  earth were in tox i cat ed with the wine of her adul-
ter ies.”

Then the an gel car ried me away in the Spir it into a wil der ness.  There I 
saw a wom an sit ting on a scar let  beast that was cov ered with blas phe mous 
 names and had sev en  heads and ten  horns. The wom an was  dressed in 
pur ple and scar let, and was glit ter ing with gold, pre cious  stones and  pearls. 
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