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INVITATION TO

LUKE-ACTS

Luke and Acts are two volumes of a single work. Beginning with the life and ministry
of Jesus the Messiah, they trace the history of his followers down to the author’s own
KH`ZVTL[PTLHM[LY[OLTPKKSLVM[OLÄYZ[JLU[\Y`(+

3\RL ^YV[L [OPZ OPZ[VY` [V ZLY]L ZL]LYHS PTWVY[HU[ W\YWVZLZ ;OL ÄYZ[ ^HZ [V
assure followers of Jesus that what they’d been taught about him was trustworthy. It’s
likely that Theophilus, the man who sponsored and helped circulate this work, was a
9VTHUVMÄJPHSZPUJL3\RLHKKYLZZLZOPTPUOPZVWLUPUNKLKPJH[PVUHZmost excellent
Theophilus\ZPUN[OL[P[SLNLULYHSS`YLZLY]LKMVYZ\JOVMÄJPHSZ3\RLZWLHRZVMOPTHZ
someone who’s been instructed in the Christian faith and says he wants him to know
the certainty of the things you have been taught. Luke no doubt wishes the same for
the many people that Theophilus will share the work with.
Luke-Acts also shows that the true God is faithful and can be trusted completely.
It does this by documenting how God kept a promise made to the people of Israel
by sending them Jesus as their long-awaited Messiah, or King. It then shows how
God invited non-Jews (known as Gentiles) to follow Jesus as well. Luke’s history thus
demonstrates that the extension of God’s blessings to people such as Theophilus and
OPZMYPLUKZYLWYLZLU[ZUV[HÄJRSLJOHUNLPUWSHUZI\[[OLTHZ[LYM\SM\SÄSSTLU[VMH
plan God has been pursuing over the ages. In the Bible’s story, it has been Israel’s role
all along to bring God’s light to the rest of the world. The earliest Jesus-followers take
up this calling by announcing Jesus’ victory over sin and death to all the nations. This
theme runs all the way through both volumes, with Paul and Barnabas telling one
Jewish audience:
The Lord has commanded us:
“I have made you a light for the Gentiles,
that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.”
So L\RL(J[Z[LSSZ[OLZ[VY`VMOV^.VKPU]P[LKÄYZ[[OLWLVWSLVM0ZYHLS[OLU[OL
WLVWSLVMHSSUH[PVUZ[VMVSSV^1LZ\Z;OLMVYTVM3\RL»ZOPZ[VY`YLÅLJ[Z[OPZTLZZHNL
0U[OLÄYZ[]VS\TL[OLTV]LTLU[PZ[V^HYKZ1LY\ZHSLT[OLJLU[LYVM1L^PZOUH[PVUHS
life. In the second volume, the movement is away from Jerusalem to other nations,
closing with Paul proclaiming the kingdom of God in Rome, the capital of the empire.
Compared with other national histories of the time, which often contained twenty
or more volumes, Luke’s is short. Each of its two volumes covers about thirty years.
Like other historians of his day, Luke provides an outline of important events and
stocks it with details from the sources available to him: letters, speeches, songs, travel
accounts, trial transcripts and biographical anecdotes. (Luke had access to these as a
co-worker and traveling companion of the apostle Paul.)

;OL ÄYZ[ ]VS\TL [OL IVVR VM 3\RL ILNPUZ ^P[O H WYLSPTPUHY` ZLJ[PVU [OH[
introduces the main themes of the whole work by telling the story of Jesus’ early life.
This book then has three main sections:
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!;OLÄYZ[VULKLZJYPILZ1LZ\Z»TPUPZ[Y`PU.HSPSLL[OLUVY[OLYUHYLHVM[OLSHUK
of Israel (pp. 11–24).
: The second section presents a long journey to Jerusalem, during which Jesus
teaches and answers questions about what it means to follow him (pp. 25–42).
: The third describes how Jesus gave his life in Jerusalem and then rose again to be
the Ruler and the Savior of the world (pp. 42–54).
The second volume, the book of Acts, has six parts. Each one describes a
successive phase in the expansion of the community of Jesus-followers outward from
Jerusalem. The divisions between them are marked by variations on the phrase, The
^VYKVM.VKJVU[PU\LK[VZWYLHKHUKÅV\YPZO.
: In theÄYZ[WOHZL[OLJVTT\UP[`PZLZ[HISPZOLKPU1LY\ZHSLTHUKILJVTLZ.YLLR
speaking, enabling it to spread its message throughout the empire (pp. 55–64).
: In the second phase, the community expands into the rest of Palestine
(pp. 64–70).
: In the third phase, Gentiles are included in the community along with Jews
(pp. 70–75).
: In the fourth part, the community intentionally sends messengers westward into
the populous Roman province of Asia (pp. 75–81).
!0U[OLÄM[OWOHZL[OLZLTLZZLUNLYZLU[LY,\YVWLWW¶
!0U[OLÄUHSWOHZL[OLJVTT\UP[`YLHJOLZHSS[OL^H`[V[OLJHWP[HSVM9VTLHUK
into the highest levels of society. God’s invitation is thus extended to all nations
(pp. 87–102).
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any have under taken to draw up an account of the things that have
been ful filled among us, just as they were handed down to us by
those who from the first were eyewit nesses and ser vants of the word. With
this in mind, since I myself have carefully investigated every thing from the
beginning, I too decided to write an orderly account for you, most excellent
Theophilus, so that you may know the certainty of the things you have been
taught.
3
3
3
n the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest named Zecha riah,
who belonged to the priest ly division of Abijah; his wife Elizabeth was
also a descendant of Aaron. Both of them were righteous in the sight of God,
observ ing all the Lord’s commands and decrees blamelessly. But they were
child less because Elizabeth was not able to conceive, and they were both
very old.
Once when Zecha riah’s division was on duty and he was serv ing as
priest before God, he was chosen by lot, accord ing to the custom of the
priest hood, to go into the temple of the Lord and burn incense. And when
the time for the burn ing of incense came, all the assembled worshipers
were pray ing outside.
Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right side
of the altar of incense. When Zechariah saw him, he was star tled and was
gripped with fear. But the angel said to him: “Do not be afraid, Zechariah;
your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and
you are to call him John. He will be a joy and delight to you, and many will
rejoice because of his birth, for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He
is never to take wine or other fermented drink, and he will be filled with the
Holy Spirit even before he is born. He will bring back many of the people of
Israel to the Lord their God. And he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit
and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the parents to their children and
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the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous — to make ready a people
prepared for the Lord.”
Zechariah asked the angel, “How can I be sure of this? I am an old man
and my wife is well along in years.”
The angel said to him, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God,
and I have been sent to speak to you and to tell you this good news. And
now you will be si lent and not able to speak until the day this happens,
because you did not believe my words, which will come true at their appointed time.”
Meanwhile, the people were wait ing for Zechariah and wondering why
he stayed so long in the temple. When he came out, he could not speak to
them. They realized he had seen a vision in the temple, for he kept mak ing
signs to them but remained unable to speak.
When his time of ser vice was completed, he returned home. Af ter this
his wife Elizabeth became pregnant and for five months remained in seclusion. “The Lord has done this for me,” she said. “In these days he has shown
his favor and taken away my disgrace among the people.”
1
In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s preg nancy, God sent the angel Gabriel
to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a man
named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. The
angel went to her and said, “Greet ings, you who are high ly favored! The
Lord is with you.”
Mary was great ly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of
greet ing this might be. But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary;
you have found favor with God. You will conceive and give birth to a son,
and you are to call him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of
the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David,
and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never
end.”
“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?”
The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power
of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be
called the Son of God. Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child
in her old age, and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth
month. For no word from God will ever fail.”
“I am the Lord’s ser vant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be
fulfilled.” Then the angel left her.
1
At that time Mary got ready and hur ried to a town in the hill country of
Judea, where she entered Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth. When
Elizabeth heard Mary’s greet ing, the baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. In a loud voice she exclaimed: “Blessed
1:18–1:42
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are you among women, and blessed is the child you will bear! But why am
I so favored, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? As soon as the
sound of your greet ing reached my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for
joy. Blessed is she who has believed that the Lord would fulfill his promises
to her!”
And Mary said:
“My soul glorifies the Lord
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has been mindful
of the humble state of his servant.
From now on all generations will call me blessed,
for the Mighty One has done great things for me —
holy is his name.
His mercy extends to those who fear him,
from generation to generation.
He has performed mighty deeds with his arm;
he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts.
He has brought down rulers from their thrones
but has lifted up the humble.
He has filled the hungry with good things
but has sent the rich away empty.
He has helped his servant Israel,
remembering to be merciful
to Abraham and his descendants forever,
just as he promised our ancestors.”
Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about three months and then returned
home.
1
When it was time for Elizabeth to have her baby, she gave birth to a son. Her
neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown her great mercy, and
they shared her joy.
On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were
going to name him af ter his father Zechariah, but his mother spoke up and
said, “No! He is to be called John.”
They said to her, “There is no one among your relatives who has that
name.”
Then they made signs to his father, to find out what he would like to
name the child. He asked for a writ ing tablet, and to everyone’s astonishment he wrote, “His name is John.” Immediately his mouth was opened and

1:43–1:64
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his tongue set free, and he began to speak, praising God. All the neighbors
were filled with awe, and throughout the hill country of Judea people were
talk ing about all these things. Everyone who heard this wondered about it,
ask ing, “What then is this child going to be?” For the Lord’s hand was with
him.
His father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied:
“Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel,
because he has come to his people and redeemed them.
He has raised up a horn of salvation for us
in the house of his servant David
(as he said through his holy prophets of long ago),
salvation from our enemies
and from the hand of all who hate us —
to show mercy to our ancestors
and to remember his holy covenant,
the oath he swore to our father Abraham:
to rescue us from the hand of our enemies,
and to enable us to serve him without fear
in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.
And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High;
for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for him,
to give his people the knowledge of salvation
through the forgiveness of their sins,
because of the tender mercy of our God,
by which the rising sun will come to us from heaven
to shine on those living in darkness
and in the shadow of death,
to guide our feet into the path of peace.”
And the child grew and became strong in spirit; and he lived in the wilderness until he appeared publicly to Israel.
2
2
In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman world. (This was the first census that took place
while Qui rin ius was gover nor of Syr ia.) And everyone went to their own
town to reg ister.
So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea,
to Beth lehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and
1:65–2:4

01NT_Lk-Ac_TBoTB_2.indd 6

5/11/2011 6:52:02 PM

Luke-Acts | 7

line of David. He went there to reg ister with Mary, who was pledged to be
married to him and was ex pect ing a child. While they were there, the time
came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She
wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no
guest room available for them.
And there were shepherds liv ing out in the fields nearby, keeping watch
over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel
said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great
joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a Sav ior has been born to
you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a
baby wrapped in cloths and ly ing in a manger.”
Sudden ly a great company of the heaven ly host appeared with the angel, praising God and say ing,
“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds
said to one another, “Let’s go to Beth lehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.”
So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was
ly ing in the manger. When they had seen him, they spread the word concern ing what had been told them about this child, and all who heard it
were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. But Mary treasured up all
these things and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorify ing and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which
were just as they had been told.
1
On the eighth day, when it was time to circumcise the child, he was named
Jesus, the name the angel had given him before he was conceived.
When the time came for the purification rites required by the Law of
Moses, Joseph and Mary took him to Jerusa lem to present him to the Lord
(as it is writ ten in the Law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male is to be consecrated to the Lord” ), and to of fer a sacrifice in keeping with what is said in
the Law of the Lord: “a pair of doves or two young pigeons.”
Now there was a man in Jerusa lem called Simeon, who was righteous
and devout. He was wait ing for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit
was on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spir it that he would
not die before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Moved by the Spirit, he went
into the temple courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do
for him what the custom of the Law required, Simeon took him in his arms
and praised God, say ing:
2:5–2:28
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“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised,
you may now dismiss your servant in peace.
For my eyes have seen your salvation,
which you have prepared in the sight of all nations:
a light for revelation to the Gentiles,
and the glory of your people Israel.”
The child’s father and mother mar veled at what was said about him.
Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that
will be spoken against, so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed.
And a sword will pierce your own soul too.”
There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Penuel, of the tribe of
Asher. She was very old; she had lived with her husband seven years af ter
her mar riage, and then was a widow until she was eighty-four. She never
left the temple but worshiped night and day, fast ing and pray ing. Coming
up to them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about
the child to all who were look ing for ward to the redemption of Jerusa lem.
When Joseph and Mary had done every thing required by the Law of
the Lord, they returned to Galilee to their own town of Nazareth. And the
child grew and became strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the grace of
God was on him.
2
2
Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusa lem for the Festival of the Passover.
When he was twelve years old, they went up to the festival, accord ing to
the custom. Af ter the festival was over, while his parents were return ing
home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusa lem, but they were unaware of
it. Think ing he was in their company, they traveled on for a day. Then they
began look ing for him among their relatives and friends. When they did not
find him, they went back to Jerusa lem to look for him. Af ter three days they
found him in the temple courts, sit ting among the teachers, listen ing to
them and ask ing them questions. Everyone who heard him was amazed at
his understanding and his answers. When his parents saw him, they were
astonished. His mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us like this?
Your father and I have been anx iously searching for you.”
“Why were you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you know I had to
be in my Father’s house?” But they did not understand what he was say ing
to them.
Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them.
But his mother treasured all these things in her heart. And Jesus grew in
wisdom and stat ure, and in favor with God and man.

2:29–2:52
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2
2
In the fif teenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar — when Pontius Pilate
was gover nor of Judea, Herod tetrarch of Gal i lee, his brother Phil ip tetrarch of It urea and Traconitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene — during
the high-priest hood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John
son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the country around the
Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. As it
is writ ten in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet:
“A voice of one calling in the wilderness,
‘Prepare the way for the Lord,
make straight paths for him.
Every valley shall be filled in,
every mountain and hill made low.
The crooked roads shall become straight,
the rough ways smooth.
And all people will see God’s salvation.’ ”
John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by him, “You brood
of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? Produce fruit in
keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have
Abra ham as our father.’ For I tell you that out of these stones God can raise
up children for Abra ham. The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into
the fire.”
“What should we do then?” the crowd asked.
John answered, “Anyone who has two shirts should share with the one
who has none, and anyone who has food should do the same.”
Even tax collectors came to be baptized. “Teacher,” they asked, “what
should we do?”
“Don’t collect any more than you are required to,” he told them.
Then some soldiers asked him, “And what should we do?”
He replied, “Don’t ex tort money and don’t accuse people falsely — be
content with your pay.”
The people were wait ing ex pectant ly and were all wondering in their
hearts if John might possibly be the Messiah. John answered them all, “I
baptize you with water. But one who is more power ful than I will come,
the straps of whose sandals I am not wor thy to untie. He will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnow ing fork is in his hand to clear his
threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn up
the chaff with unquenchable fire.” And with many other words John exhorted the people and proclaimed the good news to them.
3:1–3:18
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But when John rebuked Herod the tetrarch because of his marriage to
Herodias, his brother’s wife, and all the other evil things he had done, Herod added this to them all: He locked John up in prison.
2
2
When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he
was pray ing, heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended on him in
bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son,
whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”
1
Now Jesus himself was about thir ty years old when he began his ministry.
He was the son, so it was thought, of Joseph,
the son of Heli, the son of Mat that,
the son of Levi, the son of Melki,
the son of Jannai, the son of Joseph,
the son of Mat tathias, the son of Amos,
the son of Na hum, the son of Esli,
the son of Naggai, the son of Maath,
the son of Mat tathias, the son of Semein,
the son of Josek, the son of Joda,
the son of Joanan, the son of Rhesa,
the son of Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel,
the son of Neri, the son of Melki,
the son of Addi, the son of Cosam,
the son of Elmadam, the son of Er,
the son of Joshua, the son of Eliezer,
the son of Jorim, the son of Mat that,
the son of Levi, the son of Simeon,
the son of Judah, the son of Joseph,
the son of Jonam, the son of Elia kim,
the son of Melea, the son of Menna,
the son of Mat tatha, the son of Nathan,
the son of David, the son of Jesse,
the son of Obed, the son of Boaz,
the son of Salmon, the son of Nahshon,
the son of Amminadab, the son of Ram,
the son of Hezron, the son of Perez,
the son of Judah, the son of Jacob,
the son of Isaac, the son of Abra ham,
the son of Terah, the son of Na hor,
the son of Serug, the son of Reu,
the son of Peleg, the son of Eber,
3:19–3:35
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the son of Shelah, the son of Cainan,
the son of Ar phaxad, the son of Shem,
the son of Noah, the son of Lamech,
the son of Methuselah, the son of Enoch,
the son of Jared, the son of Ma ha la lel,
the son of Kenan, the son of Enosh,
the son of Seth, the son of Adam,
the son of God.
Jesus, full of the Holy Spir it, left the Jordan and was led by the Spir it
into the wilderness, where for forty days he was tempted by the dev il. He ate
nothing during those days, and at the end of them he was hungry.
The dev il said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread.”
Jesus answered, “It is writ ten: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone.’ ”
The dev il led him up to a high place and showed him in an instant all
the kingdoms of the world. And he said to him, “I will give you all their authority and splendor; it has been given to me, and I can give it to anyone I
want to. If you worship me, it will all be yours.”
Jesus answered, “It is writ ten: ‘Worship the Lord your God and serve
him only.’ ”
The dev il led him to Jerusa lem and had him stand on the highest point
of the temple. “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down
from here. For it is writ ten:
“ ‘He will command his angels concerning you
to guard you carefully;
they will lift you up in their hands,
so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’ ”
Jesus answered, “It is said: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’ ”
When the dev il had finished all this tempt ing, he left him until an oppor tune time.
3
3
3
esus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him
spread through the whole countryside. He was teach ing in their synagogues, and everyone praised him.
He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. He stood up to
read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it,
he found the place where it is writ ten:

J
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